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stated. p. 107 
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THE THREAT TO ANCIENT. MONUMENTS 


pEATH comes even to monuments,” and in our over- 
crowded and over-industrialised island it comes 
nowadays to some of them more swiftly and frequently 
than ever before. This is a dominant theme of the First 
Annual Reports, 1954, of the Ancient Monuments Boards 
for England, Scotland and Wales (HM Stationery Office, 
price 6d. net). In England, within recent years, many 
ancient monuments have been damaged by the extension 
of arable farming and afforestation. ‘* Many earthworks 
of first archaeological importance,” it is stated, “* have been 
preserved through the ages on marginal land which 
previously was not considered profitable for farming. But 
as more of this land is brought under cultivation by modern 
techniques, barrows and other earthworks are being 
systematically destroyed by bulldozing and deep plough- 
ing... . Whole groups of barrows and other earthworks 
are threatened in this way. The loss to archaeology is 
incalculable.” 

The English Board have recommended that every 
scheduled monument should be marked with a simple 
notice stating briefly what it is and drawing attention to 
the fact that it is protected under the Ancient Monuments 
Acts. Scheduling, of course, does not guarantee the preser- 
vation of a monument, but it does mean that an owner or 
occupier must give notice of his intention to carry out 
work likely to be damaging to it. 

Frequency of inspection of monuments is a major 
difficulty, and the Board suggests that the Ministry’s organ- 
isation of County Correspondents (honorary appointments, 
these) should be strengthened and extended. It is recom- 
mended, too, that closer liaison should be maintained with 
the Archaeological Branch of the Ordnance Survey, who 
could help by reporting damage to monuments: also that 


owners should be reminded by letter or notice, from time 
to time, of the existence of scheduled monuments on their 
land: and finally that closer liaison should be kept with 
Government Departments, particularly the Services, whose 
activities give considerable cause for anxiety. 

The advice of the Board has been sought on, among 
other matters, a proposal to carry out restoration work at 
Stonehenge. As a result of a detailed survey made there 
in recent years by a group of eminent archaeologists, it was 
suggested to the Society of Antiquaries that a number of 
the fallen stones should be re-erected. There is reason to 
believe that the state of Stonehenge is due in part to 
destruction by the Romans, but records show that some 
stones fell in modern times. A plan of the monument 
given in the report specially indicates three stones forming 
a trilithon which is known to have fallen at the end of the 
eighteenth century, as well as other stones which fell as 
recently as 1899. The Board hold—and the view is one that 
is likely to receive general support—that things should 5e 
generally left as they are on the site. but recommend that 
the trilithon and the other stones mentioned should be 
re-erected under the supervision of Professor Stuart Piggott. 
If this and the further recommendation that a large-scale 
model of Stonehenge in its original form be made and 
displayed near the site are adopted, the monument should 
become more intelligible to visitors than it is at 
present. The report includes an excellent photograph of 
the monument as it is to-day as well as reproductions of 
two most interesting views engraved by D. Loggan towards 
the end of the seventeenth century. 

The reports are of considerable value to all interested 
in the preservation of ancient monuments, covering, as 
they do, the whole of the United Kingdom. 
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Notes of the Week 


RUSSIAN HOUSING VISIT 


AT the Government’s invitation, the 
aj first Russian housing delegation to 
visit the United Kingdom since the war 
arrived in London on Monday last for 
a 12-day visit to see housing and build- 
ing developments. The delegation 1s 
being led by Mr. V. F. Promyslov, First 
Deputy Chairman of the Moscow Town 
Soviet and Chief of the Moscow Building 
Trust. The Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government are acting as hosts. 


A full programme of discussions and 
visits has been arranged. The first few 
days are being spent in and around 
London visiting in turn, Westminster, the 
City of London, West Ham, the London 
County Council, Harlow New Town, 


Dunmow Rural District, the Building 
Centre and the Building Research 
Station. At Cambridge, Hampton Court 


and other places the visitors saw some of 
our older historic buildings. Next 
Monday will be spent in Scotland, and 
the party then go on to visit Manchester, 
Liverpool and Port Sunlight on July 19, 
and factories making prefabricated 
houses at Chesterfield and Nottingham 
on July 20. 

Discussions at the Ministry of Housing 
have been arranged at the start and the 
end of the tour. The delegation will also 
be received by the Royal Institute of 
British Architects, who will entertain 
them to dinner. 

Later in the year United Kingdom 
housing experts are to pay a return visit 
to Russia. This exchange of visits takes 
place under the terms of a recent reso- 
lution of the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe, which was spon- 
sored jointly by the Soviet and United 
Kingdom Governments. The Russian 
housing delegation is made up, in 
addition to Mr. V. F. Promyslov, of Mr. 
N. N. Smirnov, Departmental Chief of 
the Department of Dwellings and Civil 
Buildings of the State Building Com- 
mittee of the Council of Ministers of the 
USSR; Mr. P. P. Novozhilov, Member 
of the Collegium of the Ministry of the 
Building Materials Industry; and Mr. 
N. M. Kurek, Deputy Chief of the Tech- 
nical Administration of the Ministry of 
Construction. 


HOUSING AND HOUSES 


By SKILFUL QUESTIONING Mr. Colin 
MacInnes, in his radio programme * The 
Shape of a House,” on July 5, elicited 
much interesting if rather miscellaneous 
information from householders, archi- 
tects, builders, building cieties and 
others. That the broadcast ended incon- 
clusively was due to the failure to dis- 
tinguish clearly between the housing 
produced for the million by speculative 
builders and the houses designed for 
private clients by architects. The builders 
talked about the former and the archi- 
tects about the latter, and there was no 
attempt at a synthesis of ideas. 


We should like Mr. MacInnes to follow 
up his programme with another, in which 
he could make it clear that speculative 
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house-builders do not normally employ 
architects for reasons which are purely 
economic. They have to produce a sale- 
able article at a comparatively low price 
and are not prepared to spend heavily on 
architects’ fees. He might also explore 
other aspects of the subject, including the 
psychological; for example, the prefer- 
ence of a large section of the community 
for the speculatively-built house because 
it is considered socially superior to the 
council house, although the latter nowa- 
days is generally architect-designed. 

If Mr. MacInnes could help to improve 
the layout of speculative estates and the 
quality of the houses (which, of course, 
means taking advantage of the services 
which only the architect can provide) he 
would be doing work of first-rate 
importance. 


TOPICAL ARTS CRITICISM 


BRoapDcasts in the Third Programme 
about current doings in the world of the 
arts, first heard during the newspaper 
strike, proved so successful that they are 
now to become a regular feature, ‘states 
the BBC. Entitled “Comment,” a new 
programme on these lines is to start on 
July 21. At first it is to go out monthly, 
but later it will be heard fortnightly. 

In each programme three speakers will 
comment independently on whatever 
seems to be of most interest currently in 
the theatre, opera, ballet, art shows, new 
books, architecture and the cinema. 
There will be no attempt to make the pro- 
gramme comprehensive; instead, each 
broadcast will concentrate on three single 
events. It is intended to use the amateur 
—in the old sense of someone who is in 
love with his subject—rather than the 
regular critics whose opinions are readily 
available in the Press. 


THE PILGRIM TRUST REPORT 


WE have frequently commended the 
annual reports of the Pilgrim Trust for 
interest of contents and excellence of pro- 
duction. The twenty-fourth of the series, 
for 1954, just issued from 2, Great Peter- 
street, Westminster, SWI, is well up to 
standard. It records in admirable prose, 
and in considerable detail, the beneficent 
activities of the Trust during the past 
year in connection with (a) the preser- 
vation of buildings — ecclesiastical and 
secular — historical records and_ the 
countryside; (b) art and learning: and (c) 
social welfare, on which grants were dis- 
tributed last year to the value of no less 
a sum than £124,692. Aid has been given 


COMING EVENTS 
MONDAY, JULY 18 
RIBA.—Exhibition of designs for theatres 
theatrical settings. 66, Portland-nlace. WI. 
tinuing onen until July 29. Mondays-Fridays, 
Saturday, 10-5. 
INTERNATIONAL 
cultural Society's 
(Open until July 





and 
Con- 
10-7; 


Horti- 
SWI 


WATER 
New 


ZA.) 


ExHIBITION.——Royal 
Hall, Vincent-square, 


JULY 20 

Housing Medal Awards 
Sandys, Minister of 
65, Portland-place, 


W.-DNESDAY, 
RIBA.—Presentation of 
for 1955 by Mr. Duncan 
Housing and Local Government. 

WwW 3 p.m. 
HousinG CrentRe.—Two-day course on housing for 
Secondary Grammar School pupils. 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 27 
LMBA.—‘* The Rebuilding of London,’’ by Pro- 
fessor A. E. Richardson, PRA, Royal Institution, 
21, Albemarle-street, WI. 5S p.m. 
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“TI thought Russia was the 
workers’ Paradise until 1 
knew your rates of pay!” 
«*xA Russian building delegation 


arrived in England this week on a 
10-day visit.—Eb. 





to the preservation of many buildings, 
including Minster Abbey, Ramsgate: 
Gawsworth Church, Cheshire; Uppark, 
Petersfield; Falkland Palace; The Coilege 
of Arms; The King’s School, Canterbury; 


Beeston Castle, Cheshire; Kimbolton 
Castle: Gordonstoun School, Moray- 
shire; Gainsborough Old Hall, Lincs:: 
The Butterwalk, Dartmouth: Cumber- 
land House, Yorks; Prebends’ Bridge, 


Durham; Sir John Soane’s Tomb, St. 
Pancras; Salisbury Cathedral Library; 
and others. There are eight full-page 
illustrations, beautifully reproduced in 
photogravure, including a view of the 
Earl Marshal’s Court, College of Arms: 
Beeston Castle: the Norman. staircase. 
King’s School, Canterbury; ceiling in the 
Queen’s Closet, Kimbolton Castle: and 
the Butterwalk, Dartmouth. 

PUBLIC GARDENS 

‘THE increasing tendency to plan new 
development so that existing trees may 
be retained is praised by the Metropoli- 
tan Public Gardens Association in its 
annual report. It is only necessary to see 
such a site to realise how its appearance 
is enhanced, the report comments. It 
continues: ‘* We should like to see this 
extended to the provision of space for 
a few large trees where none exist in 
development areas. These can always be 
interplanted with small, quick-growing 
species for immediate effect.” 

Since the end of the war, it is pointed 
out, the MPGA has spent nearly £4,000 
on creating and restoring gardens, and 
about £1,000 on seats. There is more 
work to be done than money to do it, 
and the Association needs funds to 
extend its activities. 

THE DOCTOR’S SURGERY 

Doctors sometimes commission archi- 
tects to design houses for them with up- 
to-date surgery accommodation, but mos! 


practitioners still seem to occupy ordinary | 
houses adapted, often very inefficiently. | 


surve} 
pro- 
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fession itself with the approval of the 
Minister of Health, is now nearing com- 
pietion and developments may be expec- 
ted shortly. The first of a series of 
articles on “ The Doctor’s Surgery,” by 
Michael Arnold, LRCPI and S, and John 
Ware, FRIBA, appears appropriately in 
the July issue of The Practitioner. It 
gives much useful information about 
basic requirements, the functions of the 
architect and financial arrangements. The 
subject will be developed in detail in later 
articles. 


TOWARDS A NEW LONDON 


AN EXHIBITION entitled “ Turn Again ” 
was opened by the Lord Mayor of 
London on July 12 in the courtyard of 
the Royal Exchange, and will continue 
until July 30. Organised by the Modern 
Architectural Research Group, it is by 
nature of a protest against the lowered 
architectural standards of new and pro- 
posed buildings in the City, and offers 
some hopeful possibilities for the future. 


EXHIBITS AT THE PARIS 
BUILDING EXHIBITION 


THE first Paris Building and Public 
Works exhibition closed on July 10. 
Laid out in the Parque de St. Cloud, 
over 250,000 people visited it in the 
first week. 


inquiries 


The organisers state that 


show that French public 
opinion is hardening in favour of 
houses as against flats. Shown on the 
Modern Art 


organised by the ** Groupe Espace” 


right is the section 


and opened by Picasso. Below (left) is 
the prototype of a Dutch prefabri- 
cated school, having a steel skeleton 
clad with plastic composition panels; 
woud-burning stove 


and a_ Finnish 


which has aroused much interest 


among visitors. 
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A message by Mr. Duncan Sandys was 
read at the opening, and is reported on 
page 90. _—‘It indicates the sympathetic 
attitude of Central planning authorities 
towards efforts to raise the standard of 
new architecture in London, and bring 
about a new and imaginative style fitting 
to the greatest city in the world. The 
central section of the exhibition com- 
prises large and impressive photographs 
of some of the best modern city build- 
ings in various parts of the world in con- 
trast to some being erected in the City 
of London. It covers many different types 
of buildings as well as interiors and 
equipment, and forces home its point that 
London must disregard the charms of 
such as the Wren period, and stir itself 
to the employment of modern building 
ideas and techniques in line with the 
development of a new = architectural 
character meeting the present-day socio- 
lozical needs. “* Traditional architecture 
is not dead ’—how true that is! But how 
p'easant if one could detachedly appreci- 
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ate the charms of previous eras without 
letting them govern buildings whose form 
and structure should be manifest of sub- 
sequent progress. 


“ THE CHARTERED SURVEYOR” 


THOSE who know the demure appear- 
ance of the Transactions of the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors note 
without undue regret that this useful 
record has, with the present July issue, 
undergone a change of format. With its 
page expanded to a size 8+} in. x 114 in., 
“The Chartered Surveyor ” (as now it is 
named) becomes a paper worthy of its 
title. Among a number of interesting 
features we note a foreword by Mr. 
Alexander Goddard (secretary from 
1905-1932) in which he traces the 
development of the journal from its twin 
sources Of Transactions (1868) and 
Professional Notes (1886) until now, in 
Mr. Goddard’s words, “it reflects the 
We 


growing stature of the Institution.” 
offer our cordial good wishes. 
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Productivity and Prices 
A NEW “BUILDER” SERVICE 


WITH this issue “* The Builder” offers a new service, which we hope to repeat 
at quarterly intervals as long as interest remains and data are available. It is time 
for the industry to get more return for the numerous forms which it fills in for 
Government departments; and, by permission of the Ministry of Works, we have been 
given access to their estimates of output, prices and employment in building since 
1952. Some of these we reproduce below, but it must be clearly understood that 


the comments and interpretation are our own. 


The Ministry's responsibility is limited 


to supplving basic figures—a service to the industry for which we are most grateful. 


A iia value of the output of the building 

and civil engineering industries was 
nearly £1,600 m. in’ 1952, and £1,850 m. 
in 1954. These immense figures cover 
building and contracting, civil engineering, 
and the associated specialist trades such as 
electrical contracting. But the increase 
could be in part a “ paper” increase, due 
simply to a general rise of prices. In 
order to get at its real significance, we must 
know something about the movement of 
building prices. 

What is meant by “the movement of 
building prices” ? The industry does not 
make a standardised product, which can 
be bought over the counter—so that a 
single inquiry will establish a price for a 
whole class of goods. There are hardly 
two buildings the same; even if the specifi- 
cations are apparently the same, there will 
be differences of site. If one turns to civil 
engineering, it is difficult to imagine what 
one means by the “ price of bridges,’’ for 
each permanent bridge is an essentially 
different commodity. Yet it is not enough 
to say that a general building price has 
no meaning, for it is clear that there is 
some rough-and-ready sense in which the 
prices of buildings show a common and 
identifiable movement. What is the best 
measure of this fundamental movement ? 

This is what the statisticians call an 
*“index number” problem, and many 
different ways of answering it can be con- 
ceived. Corresponding to these different 
ways there will be different measurements 
of the change of prices, and it is important 
to realise that there is no one “right” 
way. The different index numbers are 
different ways of summing up a complex 
situation; if they give diverse answers, this 
is not necessarily in error (though that 
may be present also), but because there is 
real room for a difference of judgment. 
Thus it might be possible to judge the 
trend of building prices by pricing par- 
ticular Operations—the pouring of so 
much concrete, the laying of so many 
bricks, the excavation of a given quantity 
of earth of a specified nature. These prices 
could then be combined together just as 
the prices of butter, flour and soap are 
combined in a retail prices index, each 
item being given a “ weight” which 
reflects its importance in the whole com- 
plex of building operations. 

Or again, prices might be judged by 
pricing particular building Products—a 
house of constant specification, a standard 
factory unit. Both of these measures 
could be criticised as fanciful, because 
building is not in fact a combination of 
standard operations, nor are its products 
standard units. Nevertheless, such price 
indices would be useful, and they would 


not necessarily give the same_ results 
as the indices derived in this article. 

By this time the reader may have a 
suspicion that—by the time one has taken 
into account the necessary approxima- 
tions and likely errors in obtaining and 
analysing information from a vast industry 
—the whole statistical exercise is not 
worth very much. It is certainly true 
that in our present state of knowledge an 
index of building prices is much more 
uncertain than, say, an index of food 
prices. But a little knowledge, wisely 
used, may be better than complete dark- 
ness. In interpreting the figures which 
follow, no significance should be attached 
to small fluctuations in prices, and com- 
parisons between dates widely distant in 
time should be made with great reserve. 
But the indices are not likely to be badly 
wrong about major movements, and (as 
we shall see) the most interesting lessons 
come from a study of the way in which 
the different influences on material and 
labour costs unite in determining the price 
of the finished product. 

The method here adopted is to derive 
price indices for the finished products 
of the building industry by combining 
together indices for materials and for 
labour costs. Materials and labour are 
the main elements of costs, and conse- 
quently the main determinants of the price 
of the finished product; in the short period, 
fluctuations in the proportion taken by 
overheads and profits are not likely to 
have an important influence. The starting 
point is the following series of materials 
prices (compiled by the Board of Trade) 
and of hourly earnings (based on Ministry 
of Labour inquiries): 


MATERIALS 
(Great Britain : 1952 109) 
Price index for: | 
All building 
and civil 


Materials | Index of 


engineering used in | hourly 

materials housing | earnings 

1952 100 | 100 

1953s 98 99 106 

1954 ... 98 100 | vie 
Quarters: 

1954 I 97 99 108 

II 98 100 111 

HI 98 101 | 113 

IV 100 102 113 

1955 | 101 103. |s114 


Over the past three years, therefore, 
prices of materials have been broadly 
stable, but hourly earnings have increased 
steeply. But have wage-costs increased ? 
Clearly, yes—unless labour has increased 
its Output in proportion to its earnings. 

We therefore need some information on 
the productivity of labour. It is hoped to 
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discuss this matter further in a_ later 
article in this series; the figures given 
below must be understood as broad estj- 
mates of the known increase of building 
productivity. They are mainly derived 
by comparing physical measures of output 
—e.g., numbers of bricks used—with the 
numbers of men employed. There are 
dangers here; the productivity of labour on 
miscellaneous work, where measurement 
is impossible, may not move with the pro- 
ductivity which can be estimated; and if 
means are found of economising on 
materials, the productivity of labour may 
appear to go down. These are difficulties 
inherent in productivity measurements, 
However, the results do not appear un- 
reasonable—for the industry is certainly 
producing much more than three years 
ago, on an almost constant labour force, 
In the lower part of the table, the indices 
of output per man are applied to those of 
earnings, to give an index of labour costs 
per unit of output. 


OUTPUT PER MAN 
(Great Britain : 1952 100) 
Index of output per man 


Other Other 
New new work All 
housing work (repairs, work 
etc.) 
1952 100 100 100 100 
1953: ss 111 108 105 108 
1954 117 1S 107 112 
Index of labour costs per unit of output 
Other Other 
New new work All 
housing work (repairs, work 
etc.) 
1952 100 100 100 100 
1953 ess 96 98 101 99 
1954 4. 95 97 104 100 


This shows that in the industry as a 
whole earnings have just about kept pace 
with productivity, so that labour costs have 
not risen; in new housing work they are 
believed to have fallen. There is, of course, 
no reason why the whole reward of 
increased productivity should go to labour 

some might well go to the final buyer, in 
reduced prices. 

With this information, and knowing the 
approximate ratio of material to labour 
costs in different sections of the industry, 
it is possible to derive the following indices 
of the prices of the finished output. 


PRICES OF FINISHED PRODUCT 


(Great Britain: 1952 100) 
Index of prices: 
Other Other 
New new work All 
housing work (repairs, work 
etc.) 
1952 100 100 100 100 
1953 ss. 97 99 99 99 
1954 sce 98 100 100 99 
Quarters: 
1954 I 96 98 99 98 
II 97 100 100 99 
Il 98 101 101 100 
IV 99 101 102 101 
1955 I 100 102 103 102 
With both material costs and labour 


costs nearly steady, the price of final output 
has increased very little above the 1952 
level. This is a creditable record; in fact, 
building prices have pursued a_ very 
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| a later 
res given moderate course since 1949, Over the period Th P s ] " d, A h ° 
road esti- to 1954, retail prices had risen by 59 per e rofessiona on uct of rc Itects 
building cent., industrial earnings by about 42 per 
PP penta cent., and the prices of basic materials I—THE BASIS OF RULES OF CONDUCT 
Of output by 44 per cent. en “— 
“bie > We can now work out what the value ” B.S SEO ee . -_ 
‘el nd of the output of the industry would A PROFESSIONAL man is usually re- however useful. This type of mind tends 
surement have been if prices had been constant. garded as being under an obligation to embrace rules of etiquette for their own 
| the pro- We can do the same for the value of the to conform to standards of conduct and sake, but this is at best muddled think- 
4; and if input of materials; the difference between etiquette which are generally more, rigid ing and at worst snobbery. 
ising on the two, called NET OUTPUT,” is the fund than those expected of non-professional Nevertheless, there are certain reasons 
Jour may from whien wages, profits and depreciation people. It is the purpose of this short why, in pursuance of the three require 
ifficulties have to be met. The NET OUTPUT ”” is the series of articles to consider the rules of ments suggested above, professional mer 
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3 output is due, of course, to the co-operation unbiased advice and service. and he 


ie indices 
those of 
OUr Costs 


of labour and management; the ‘* NET 
QUTPUT PER MAN-YEAR,” obtained by 
dividing the net output by the labour force, 
is not an estimate of what labour is worth, 
but it is another way of looking at the pro- 


professions but may be found in other 
occupations as well. The outdoor adver- 
tising industry, for instance, has a code 
of conduct which inter alia forbids an 
advertising contractor to erect a hoarding 
in such a way as to restrict the vi¢w of 


must have confidence in the integrity of 
the professional man he has engaged. It 
is not enough for a professional man to 
be honest, it must be apparent to the 
client. 


ictivity of the industry. All these , . . 
pom l appear in the ‘abies at foot of asnainage pg te ie? ei tt ; a STATUTORY PRIVILEGES 

page; it should be noted that 1948 prices 52™° rap thigptlon nd seg snenles.: gl geaale A second reason is that many of the 

(which were much lower than 1955 prices) gue) i> Hee ae oe ee ofessic s hi ye sec ed stat i ry privi- 
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enn are the standard throughout. Operative Plasterers, for example, has a leges. These privileges have been con- 
AN IMPRESSIVE RECORD rule against “scamping ” and each area re — not so = with the object of the 
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108 So far the record is impressive: stable gown standards for this purpose. guarding the public against unqualified 
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fF output 


prices with rising earnings, and impres- 
sive strides in productivity (especially in 
housing). But it would be unwise to 
count on continuing stability of prices. 


Rules of conduct, whether in a pro- 
fession or an industry, may serve one or 
raore of the following purposes : — 


or otherwise unsuitable practitioners. 
But the privileges are substantial, and 
the public has the right to expect in return 
a high standard of professional conduct, 


Fi The rise in productivity has so far been the (i) to protect the public; and this has been recognised by 
delayed recovery to pre-war levels; it is (ii) to maintain public confidence in Parliament in the setting up of disci- 
100 probably due to greater freedom of organ- the profession or industry concerned; paar ye ge for architects, doctors 
ac eatin abane a es aterials. < g es ‘Sale and solicitors. 

99 isation, better supplies of materials, and a (iii) to prevent unfair conduct as be- : . op ie 

100 larger volume of work, much more than to ; Architects have not, it is true, achieved 
: . tween member and member. ; se Soke 

the slow progress of technique. If the ; ; ; quite the position enjoyed by barristers 
ry as a tise in productivity slows down (perhaps If a rule of conduct does not satisfy and solicitors who have a complete 
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f course, 
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0 labour 
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wing the 
» labour 
ndustry, 
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to 2 per cent. or 3 per cent. per year), and 
wages continue their relentless rise of 
5 per cent. or 6 per cent. per year, building 
prices are bound to be forced upward again. 
The future trend of materials prices is 
uncertain, depending in part on the course 
of foreign trade; but in so far as building 
materials are produced or fabricated in the 
United Kingdom, their prices may also 
reflect the rises in the wage level. 


one of these three requirements, then it 
is doubtful whether it has any justifi- 
cation at all, and this principle should 
apply equally to a profession or an 
industry. There are some professional 
men—though probably fewer than there 
used to be—who consider that it is 
superior to belong to a profession than 
to earn a living in any other occupation, 


OUTPUT OF THE INDUSTRY 


(Great Britain : 


1948 prices) 


monopoly of certain types of legal work. 
Nevertheless, since the passing of the 
Architects’ Registration Act, 1938, it is 
a criminal offence (with certain ex- 
ceptions) for any person other than a 
registered architect to practice or carry 
on business under any name containing 
the word “architect.” In principle, this 
is the same type of protection as is 
afforded to medical men, although for 
various other reasons the doctors have 
in practice a far more complete monopoly 
of their type of work 

The fact that architects do not have a 
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Matters relating to the professional 
conduct of architects are dealt with 
mainly by the Architects’ Registration 
Council of the UK, but the professional 
institutions also have jurisdiction over 
their own members. An architect may 
therefore be subject to a double juris- 
diction. A member of the RIBA, for 
instance, is subject in common with all 
other architects to the jurisdiction of 
ARCUK, and he will also be bound by 
the professional code of the RIBA. 


THE POSITION OF ARCUK 

The position of ARCUK in matters of 
professional conduct must be considered 
in some detail. The Council’s jurisdiction 
is two-fold. First, it has certain statutory 
powers and duties under the Architects’ 
Registration Act, 1931, but secondly it 
exercises a wider jurisdiction which has 
no statutory foundation. 

THE STATUTORY JURISDICTION: Under 
Section 7 of the Act of 1931, the Council 
may remove from the Register any archi- 
tect who either (a) has been convicted of 
a criminal offence or (b) has been found 
guilty by the Discipline Committee of 
“conduct disgraceful to him in_ his 
capacity as an architect.” 

There is no definition in the Act of 
1931 of “conduct disgraceful to him in 
his capacity as an architect,” nor has the 
phrase been considered in the courts. 
There is, however, a very similar phrase 
in the Medical Act—* infamous conduct 
in a professional respect °—which has 
been the subject of judicial comment. In 
Allinson v. General Medical Council 
(1894) Lord Esher in the Court of Appeal 


defined “infamous conduct in a_pro- 
fessional respect” as conduct which 
would reasonably be regarded as dis- 


graceful or dishonourable by his pro- 
fessional brethren of good repute and 


competence. In the more recent case of 
General Medical Council v. Spackman 
(1943) in the House of Lords, Lord 


Wright said: 

“There is no definition of what 
may constitute ‘infamous conduct in 
any professional respect.’ The precise 
meaning and scope of these words are 
left to the Council. It has to decide 
whether infamous conduct has been 
made out to its satisfaction. It has 
not merely to ascertain the facts, but 
also to decide what standard to apply 
and whether to hold that the particular 
conduct is infamous, not in the abstract 
but in any professional respect.” 

Lord Wright’s remarks were possibly 
obiter: if so, they are not binding as a 
precedent, but in any event they must 
carry very great Weight. There seems 
little room for doubt that if the words 
of the Architects’ Registration Act come 
before the court, they will be interpreted 
in a similar sense, and ARCUK have in 
fact acted upon this opinion. The effect 
is to give ARCUK a wide discretion. 
Lord Wright’s definition appears 
sufficient justification for ARCUK’s 
assumption that they are the arbiters of 
conduct between architect and architect 
as well as between architect and client. 

The responsibility for deciding what is 
disgraceful conduct rests with the Dis- 
ciplinary Committee which is a statutory 
body governed by rules of procedure 
which will be discussed in a later article. 
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If the Disciplinary Committee finds an 
architect guilty of disgraceful conduct, the 
matter is reported to the Council who 
then, so to speak, decide on sentence. 
It is for the Council to decide whether 
the offender is to be struck off the 
Register or not. The Council may prefer 
in a minor case to reprimand the offen- 
der; there is no express statutory power 
to reprimand, but the Council has a com- 
mon law right to express an opinion and 
in any event no architect is likely to com- 
plain if the Council adopt a lenient 
course. If an architect is struck off the 
Register, he may appeal to the High 
Court. 
CODE NOT BINDING 

The Council has issued a Code of Pro- 
fessional Conduct for the guidance of 
architects, but it is not binding on the 
Discipline Committee. The purpose of 


this Code has been described by the 
Registrar of ARCUK, Mr. Pembroke 
Wicks, in the following words: 


*“ The object of the rules of conduct 
is to provide a general standard for 
architects to follow. It is not intended 
in the Code to lay down hard and fast 
rules between what is and what is not 
legitimate, and it will be for the Dis- 
cipline Committee to determine in any 
particular case whether the conduct 
complained of amounts to disgraceful 
conduct or not. The Discipline Com- 
mittee necessarily have regard to the 
provisions of the Code in coming into 
their decisions, though they may find 
that a particular offence, although a 
breach of the Code, is not of so serious 
a character as to amount to disgraceful 
conduct.” 

THE NoON-STATUTORY JURISDICTION: 
The Council acts in a number of ways 
not specifically authorised by statute. As 
we have seen, where an architect has 
been found guilty of disgraceful conduct, 
the Council may reprimand him instead 
of removing his name from the Register. 
The issue of the Code of Professional 
Conduct is another example. 

A further and important example is the 
work of the Professional Purposes Com- 
mittee. Complaints of — professional 
misconduct are commonly reported to 
this Committee who will make a_pre- 
liminary investigation. If this investi- 
gation suggests a prima facie cas2 of 
“ disgraceful conduct,” the matter will 
be referred forthwith to the Discipline 
Committee for action in accordance with 
the statutory provisions, and the Pro- 
fessional Purposes Committee will take 
no turther part. On the other hand, 
where the case is a minor ene the Com- 
mittee may go into it further and issue 
a private warning or reprimand to the 
architect concerned. The Professional 
Purposes Committee is not, as we shall see 
in a later article, bound by the statutory 
rules of procedure governing the Disci- 
pline Committee. Few architects are 
likely to object in principle to the type 
of supervision exercised by the Pro- 
fessional Purposes Committee, but unless 
a clear distinction is drawn between this 
Committee and the Discipline Committee 
misunderstandings and criticism may 
arise. 

(To be continued) 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


NEGOTIATED CONTRACTS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I thought perhaps it worth while 

to assure Mr. Geoffrey L. Price, whose 
letter in your issue of July 1 doubts 
whether the type of negotiated contract 
described in your issue of June 10 is suit. 
able for small jobs, that in my view such 
a contract is suitable for jobs down to 
quite low figures. 

I am using this form of contract on 
jobs below £100,000 and I know of a 
case where it was used successfully on 
a job of about £4,000. 

E. D. JEFFERISS MATHEWS, 
LOBE, FRIBA, ARICS] 
3, Ebury-street, SWI. 


REBUILDING THE CITY 
Minister's Letter to Lord Mayor 
MR. DUNCAN SANDYS, Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, sent 
the following letter to the Lord Mayor of 
London on the occasion of the opening by 
him at the Royal Exchange, on Tuesday 
(July 12), of an exhioition of contemporary 


city architecture. In his letter Mr. Sandys 
said: 
The task of reconstruction presents two 


distinct problems. One is to erect appropri- 
ate buildings to fill gaps made by the bombs. 
The other is to create entire new districts in 
totally devastated areas. 

In the first case, the discerning architect 
will not fail to respect the character and 
atmosphere of the existing surroundings. 
His work will, of course, be contemporary in 
spirit and will express the rhythm of our 
time. Yet he will, | am sure, seek to design 
his new building in sympathy with its older 
neighbours and in harmony with the general 
environment. 

[he rebuiiding of the precinct around St. 
Paui’s is an extreme example of this kind of 
problem. The task of providing a truly 
worthy setting for Wren’s masterpiece de- 
mands from all concerned exceptional 
qualities of sensitivity and imagination, 
together with a due measure of humility. 

On the other hand, when we come to the 
comprehensive reconstruction of large dere- 
lict areas there are no such ‘imitations. The 
masters of to-day can give free rein to their 
inspiration. The opportunity is there for 
exciting, modern conceptions, planned and 
executed on the grand scale. 

The fact that a large part of these blitzed 
areas is now in the single ownership of the 
City Corporation should prove most helpful 
Far from cramping individuality and 
freedom of expression, it will allow greater 
flexibility in planning in all three dimensions 
In particular, it will make it possible to vary 
the bulk and height of the buildings and so 
avoid that monotonous sameness which 1s 
almost inevitable when each owner 1s 
obliged, on financial grounds, to exploit his 
plot to the maximum limits permitted by 
the building by-laws. 

The City owes its architectural renown, 
in no smali measure, to its rising spires and 
steeples. I trust that we in our generation 
will not only seek to design fine streets and 
facades, but will, here and there, venture 
to reach up high into the air, and so make 
our own distinctive modern contribution to 
London’s sky-line. 
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General view across forecourt. 


MODEL PETROL SERVICE STATION AT READING 


Company Architect, Shell-Mex & BP, Ltd. 
D. A. BIRCHETT, ARIBA 
in collaboration with WALLIS GILBERT & PARTNERS 
P. J. WEBB, ARIBA, Assistant Architect 


A ssistant-in-Charge 
JOHN WARE, FRIBA 


Assistant Architect 
MICHAEL WOLSTENHOLME, ARIBA 


Builders: FRANCIS BROS., LTD. 


INCE it was set up in 1951 under the direction of 
Mr. D. A. Birchett, ARIBA, the architectural 
section of Shell-Mex and BP, Ltd., has carried out an 
extensive programme of research and experiments in 
connection with the design and construction of service 
stations. A new system of modular design was evolved 
and has been incorporated in the Reading Service 
Station here illustrated. 

The designs employ a 4 in. module and a 4 : 40 in. 
planning grid. The structure basically consists of 
a simply framed building with stanchions and beams 
at economic centres and spans. Curtain walling by a 
series of interrelated steel framed panels of the type 
pioneered by the manufacturers, Hills (West Bromwich), 
Ltd., and used in many of the new schools are then 
simply fixed to the framing. The panel framing may 
be filled with glass (clear, opaque, textured, or coloured) 
or with sheet steel or aluminium stove-enamelled to any 
desired colours. Both panels and glass can readily 
be modified to allow for increased thermal insulation. 

The standard panel is 8 ft. high, but walls may be 
constructed to any height by using multiples of the 
basic unit or by the introduction of other panels within 
the standard range. The range is limited to as few units 
as possible in order that complexity in production and 
costs may be kept to a minimum. 

Local and traditional materials may be introduced 


into individual designs by incorporation within certain 
panels or as solid walling in the usual manner on certain 
elevations. 

The thermal roofing consists of 3 in. woodwool 
slabs laid dry between light steel secondary beams. 
The underside of the roofing is covered with a ceiling 
lining of stove-enamelled perforated hardboard. Be- 
tween the lining and the underside of the woodwool 
slabs sufficient space is provided for the electrical con- 
duit and other service lines to run concealed from view. 
The weather roofing consists of three layers of bitu- 
minised felt laid on a cement screed. 

A feature of the design is its extreme flexibility. 

The simplest possible building made from the 
standard parts is a four-sided kiosk. This, placed 
on an island with pumps each side, forms a complete 
trade unit. 

The kiosk can also be made hexagonal or octagonal 
(the panels can be fitted together at any angle) or can 
be expanded into a rectangular building of any desired 
number of standard 3 ft. 4 in. panels along each side. 
The larger kiosks with pumps and pump island can form 
complete merchandising units comparable to a lock-up 
business. Once a building of any size has been com- 
pleted it can be expanded according to the needs of 
expanding trade. 
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Another general view from the road. 


The simplest building likely to be found in actual 
practice on a new site with a fairly small trade forms a 
rectangle of 26 ft. 8 in. by 16 ft. 8 in. (together, of 
course, with a forecourt and pump island or islands): 
this gives space for an office, staff room, sales room 
and toilets. 

The next most usual plan (which can be added to 


Staff room. 





NORTH EAST ELEVATION 





the first) consists of the preceding unit with the addi- 
tion of a lubricating bay, washing bay and oil store. 
Larger still is a building consisting of the accom- 
modation in the two preceding groups with workshop 
extensions. 
It should not be thought, however, that all stations 
will be built entirely on these standard plans. Indeed, 
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View of the rear elevation. 


there is likely to be infinite variety. With the use of the — electrical and heating installations, Rashleigh Phipps and 

same basic units practically any shape or size of Co., Ltd.; light fittings, Crompton Parkinson, Ltd.; tile 

station can be constructed to suit sites of awkward flooring, E. J. Elgood, Ltd.; floor coverings, The Adamite 

shape, or on slopes, or to cater for special requirements. _©9-+ Ltd.; paints, International Paints, Ltd. ; sanitary fittings, 

Following is a list of subcontractors : John Bolding and Sons, Ltd.; petrol pump installations, 
c “ a abe . 


Pump Maintenance, Ltd.:; oil storage tanks and lubrication 
Structure and cladding, Hills (West Bromwich), Ltd.; equipment, Weavers, Ltd.: oil dispensing equipment, Avery 
internal partitions and linings, Internal Constructions, Ltd.; | Hardoll, Ltd.; car hoist, Joseph Bradbury and Sons, Ltd. 


MODEL PETROL SERVICE STATION AT READING 








| Car wash. Store room. 
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Continental Motorways 
AN IMPRESSION OF A RECENT TOUR 


O show how various features of the 

new Continental motorways can be 
used in the improvement of Britain’s own 
road systems, a tour was_ recently 
organised by the British Road Federation 
of motorways in Holland, Belgium and 
Germany. A member of the party, Mr. 
KEITH MarTIN, prepared a report out- 
lining his observations during the course 
of the tour, and extracts are given below. 

The Dutch realised at least 30 years ago 
that their road system was out of date, 
and in 1928 a new highway plan was 
formulated with only fuel and repair 
stations, in predetermined positions, 
having access to the new motorways. An 
entirely separate track is provided for 
cyclists, because nearly half of Holland’s 
population of 10,500,000 people own a 
bicycle. In a country covered with a net- 
work of waterways, a large bridge con- 
struction programme had to be envisaged; 
most of these new bridges are _pivot- 
hinged to allow for settlement, owing to 
the low bearing capacity of most of the 
subsoil. 

The Dutch claim that on a new heavily- 
trafficked motorway the community re- 
covers the cost of its construction within 
14 years, in the saving of time, fuel, tyres 
and maintenance. As over 46 per cent. of 





A three-lane main road in Holland. 








A bridge over the motorway from Brussels to Ostend. 


Holland’s main goods traffic is conveyed 
by road, despite the numerous waterways, 
it is easy to visualise the savings in trans- 
port costs. 

The road from Amsterdam to Utrecht 
is one of the newest motorways. It has 
a dual carriageway with a continuous 
parking strip to each carriageway. There 
is one cycle track only built away from 
the motorway, and the sites for filling 
stations are chosen and constructed by the 
Highway Authority, and then let. 

In its construction, peat had to be ex- 
cavated to a depth of 20 ft. to a sandy 
bottom. The excavation was filled with 
sand, which was allowed to settle, and 
upon this formation is constructed the 
concrete carriageway. The cost of con- 
struction, including land acquisition and 
bridges, was approximately £250,000 per 
mile. Where the subsoil is liable to settle- 
ment, the carriageway is constructed of 
lean concrete and covered with 24-in. 
tarmacadam. 

Link roads join the highway in sweeps 
and gradients, so as not to interrupt the 
traffic flow. Kerbs are not used, because 
it has been found that drivers keep away 
from them without using the full width 
of the highway. Band strips or markers 
have been found to be more suitable. 

The? first of the Belgian new motorways 
runs from Brussels to Ostend: and is ex- 
pected to be finished in time for the 
World Fair in 1958. It is part of a 15-year 
road improvement plan, and its total 
length will be 75 miles. Its overall width 
is 30 metres, including two carriageways, 
two asphalt-carpeted I-m. edging strips, 
two parking strips, and one centre island 
strip. 

When work begins, top soil is set aside 
for use On the centre island and the em- 
bankments. The concrete road slab, 
slightly over 9 in. thick, is laid on the sub- 
soil on waterproof paper. Where the 
subsoil is not suitable, a sub-base of sand 
and stone up to a thickness of 2 ft. is 
often used. Compaction takes place by 
lorries, bulldozers and scrapers running 
over the formation, and reinforcement is 
used only at weak places. A machine 
cuts the joints into which is dropped the 
expansion _ strip. This 
machine was causing a 
displacement heave, and 
better results could be 
obtained by using end 
boards or flexible plates 
and by ironing the 
arrises of the joints. 

Germany began to 
prepare her plan for 
new motorways in 1928. 
The conclusion § arrived 
at during the programme 
has shown that gradients 
should not be greater 
than 4 per cent. (1 in 
25), otherwise they slow 
down the smooth flow 
of heavy commercial 
vehicles. Filling stations 
and cafés should be 
erected at intervals of 20 
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The reconstructed Neuwied Viaduct. 


miles, and the autobahnen should have, 
at suitable points, a group comprising 
restaurant, hotel or resthouse, filling and 
repair station. The cost of constructing 
autobahnen is £330,000 per mile. 

Many of the road problems in all 
three countries, Holland, Belgium and 
Germany, have found a common 
solution. This includes such recommen- 
dations as that the width of each two- 
lane dual carriageways should be not less 
than 24+ ft.. and that there should be a 
continuous parking strip at the side of 
each carriageway to avoid accidents. 

It is also suggested that the edges of 
all carriageways should have no kerbs, 
but should be clearly defined either by 
markers, or by continuous band edging 
strips in material of contrasting colour 
with that of the carriageway. A centre 
island planted with hedging is recommen- 
ded as a protection against headiamp 
dazzle at night, and the direct access to 
the motorway should be by means of 
special link or feeder roads. 





A bridge over the Rhine at Cologne, 
showing centre strip for pedestrians. 
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ROYAL COLLEGE OF ART 


Qpen-Air Sculpture Exhibition 


THE RCA’s two adjacent exhibitions at 

South Kensington — of Sculpture 
(alfresco) and of Industrial and Graphic 
Design (in the Western Galleries of the 
Imperial Institute)—opened on July 8 and 
continue until July 23. 

The former, in the Natural History 
Museum Gardens (a_ welcome re- 
discovery on a fine afternoon) gain from 
a setting in some ways better than 
Holland Park, being more non-committal 
in terms of landscaping “folly.” — It is 
becoming a truism to say that, with RCA 
exhibitions, one has constantly to remind 
oneself that it is the work of students. 
Sydney Harpley, for instance, here con- 
solidates a growing reputation, following 
the charming school-child study, noted in 
connection with a previous RCA 
exhibition, with his “ Sally Asleep.” The 
drapery covering the figure could (if the 
ground did not slope the wrong way) lie 
flush with the grass and the work gain by 
it, compared for example with the un- 
fortunate ice-cream blocks on which some 
Holland Park exhibits were placed. 

Sally Arnup’s greyhounds are also 
most naturally grassed, though I liked 
best another hound, running strongly but 
unlisted (I shall have a minor bleat later 


about catalogues) which, like her 
“Column of Birds,” is oddly proto- 
classical, being to me _ of strongly 


Etruscan feeling. The oddness lies in the 
“isolation” by one presumably so young 
of an elusive quality which distinguishes 
Etruscan from both Hellenic and early 
Roman sculpture, though this may be 
quite unconscious on her part and 
imaginary on mine. Even odder, how- 
ever, is Astrid Zydower’s “ Annuncia- 
tion” which is a brilliant rococo pastiche, 
having perfectly caught the spirit not 
only in pose and composition but in the 
minutie of profile and fragile bone- 
structure as anachronistic a piece of 


THESE LINOLEUM 
MURALS decorate the new 
showrooms of Staines Linoleum 
at their head office in Old 
Bailey, London. They were 
transcribed, from originals by 
Miss Anna Zinkeisen, by crafts- 
men at the Staines factory. 
As St. Paul’s Cathedral can be 
seen from the showroom the 
artist has chosen for her theme 
the Great Fire of 1666. The 
murals show King Charles Il 
(mounted) and Sir Christopher 
Wren, with old St. Paul’s and 
the burning city in the back- 
ground. The walls and pillars of 
the showroom are also lined 
with linoleam. The new show- 
room is part of an_ interior 
rebuilding scheme for — the 
entire premises for which the 
architects are Messrs. 
Anderson, Forster and Wilcox, 
FF.RIBA. 


thinking, rather than copying, as the 
irreplacable Rex Whistler’s work. I pre- 
ferred it to her “ Pieta,” also included. 

Having used the word odd twice, I 
hasten to add that it applies to inspiration 
rather than execution. Elsewhere, the 
classical spirit has a notably realistic and 
contemporary Italian flavour, reflect- 
ing the focus of current interest on that 
country. Certainly the careful calcu- 
lation of a representational formalism is 
a better exercise for those who are at the 
outset of their professional careers, and 
there are welcomely few essays in an 
abstraction which is an easy escape-route 
for the young. But the portraits do not 
on the whole become mere eifigies: 
examples are Paul Fletcher’s “ Seated 
Figure,’ though I thought the chair a dis- 
traction; Stuart Osborne’s work, and 
several others including another “ Seated 
Figure” by John Prangnell. 


Industrial and Graphic Design 

If it is felt that one RCA exhibition 
in this field is now rather like another, 
it must be remembered that a “line ” is 
clearly evolving which attracts, and 
holds, the industries to which the RCA 
must address itself, and that only a per- 
fectionist would ask more. Having, like 
the Gallery itself, no room for the 
Graphic Design, I must take it as read on 
the run upstairs. 

With the Industrial Design there is 
again a strong Italian analogy with the 
Exhibition from that country (noted in 
The Builder of July 8). It is that emer- 
gence from proto-functionalism is at last 
civilizing and “house-training” the 
form of contemporary pieces of equip- 
ment where no tradition exists. But it 


is similarly true that the taste of its 
decoration, rather than its formal or 
technical competence, is sometimes at 
fault. 


At the RCA this continues to incline 
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towards preoccupation with th2 ear- 
marks of the early modern movement, 
which as I have said seems dangerous 
tack for a generation which hasn't seen 
it at first hand in the making. One is a 
little dubious about the piecemeal swal- 
lowing, however brilliant the regurgi- 
tation, of a diet only applicable in bulk 
today in pastiche form, and one may be 
excused for suspecting mental letharby 
(sorry!) in seeking inspiration. No doubt 
there are explanations: to air my 
threatened grouse, for instance, only the 
fortuitous arrival of a friend on the staff 
provided me with an eminently valid 
one. I had dismissed a metal essay in 
the art nouveau manner as possibiy a 
musical instrument on which to play a 
pavane pour un mouvement défunt, but 
more probably a fire screen. It proved 
so, but moreover one expressly designed 
for the Common Room, in which con- 
text I was assured it fitted admirably. 
Surely, with the facilities available, a 
catalogue setting out such important de- 
tails would be feasible? 

The following are random se'‘ections 
from what seemed to me best of their 
kind: A convertible bed-settee (model) by 
Robin Wade, and (full size) his spiendid 
chair in saddle-stitched leather and bent 
ash: Frank Watkin’s chair woven with 
white plastic, of outdoor suggestion but 
likely to be invited indoors by the dis- 
criminating: R. W. Alkin’s adjustable 
brass lamp wiih leather shade, and (small 
but very noteworthy detail) a counter- 
sunk brass drop-handle reminiscent of 
sea chests and the elegance of “ sai'or’s 
taste.” 

Of the ceramics, Walter Minkin’s 
marblings, and Patrick Begley’s dish 
with a rose motif recalling Redouté: in 
glass, Gillian Crowther’s dragonfly plate: 
of the silversmithing, R. R. Welch’s 
straightforward teapot and jug: in 
jewellery, Nancy Hukin and S. M. Mnaer’s 
delicate fantasies: and several of the 
woven, and a few of the printed, textiles. 

BasIL MARRIOTT. 
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View from north-east, close to site entrance in Wallisdown-road. 


OFFICES AT WALLISDOWN-ROAD, POOLE, DORSET 
for the Loewy Engineering Co., Ltd. 


Architects 
FARMER & DARK 


Quantity Surveyors Builders 
E. C. HARRIS & PARTNERS WHITELOCK & CO., LTD. 











Detail of the large sculptural panel incorporated in the main elevation. Abstract in character, it was carried out by 
a group of students from the Bournemouth School of Art. 
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AN unusually high standard of 
attractiveness has been 
achieved in this industrial office 
scheme for Loewy Engineering Co., 
Ltd. 

The scheme consists of an office 
building to house drawing offices and 
administrative departments and a 
factory for the manufacture and 
assembly of the machines designed. 
The office building is complete, the 
canteen to serve both it and the 
factory is also complete and work 
has started on the first section of the 
factory. All are designed for ex- 
tension. 

The courtyard form chosen for the 
office building was the most con- 
venient and direct expression of the 
planning requirements, namely, two 
main drawing offices for hydraulic 
and rolling mill design which had to 
be independent of each other yet on 
the same floor, with the common 
requirements of staff amenities at 
one end and that of the technical 
directorate at the other. All these 
were placed on the upper floor, 
where it was easier to achieve condi- 
tions for the maximum amount of 
daylight and also to arrange for 
clear spans. The quarters of the 
general directorate, administrative 
departments and printing and record 
facilities were planned on the floor 
below. 

The design of the building struc- 
ture was greatly influenced by the 
condition that where possible inter- 
nal walls should be in movable 
sections of standard size so as to 
allow for rearrangement of office 
space at will (the internal plan was, 
in fact, altered three times during 
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Main entrance on north elevation. 


the course of the building period). 
This called for a constant floor-to- 
ceiling height and the placing of 
partitions off the line of columns ; it 
also led to the design of all units ona 
common moduie, the dimensions 
chosen being 40 in. on plan and 


increments of 8 in. in height. 

The framework is of site precast 
reinforced concrete, columns and 
beams consisting of standardised 
sections cast in batches adjacent to 
their final position, erected in place 
and bonded with poured concrete 





View through to centre courtyard. 
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— ccres. This system saves in cost 
by greatly reducing the amount 
of shuttering required and increases 
speed in that the precast portions 
of each member are strong enough 
to carry a load immediately they are 
erected and therefore to allow con- 
struction to proceed while the in situ 
portion is still setting. A patent 
system of fibre service ducts was in- 
corporated under the floor of the 
\VAA ae building. 
\ \WAA ne Wallis are non __ load-bearing 
‘ \ —— a throughout, therefore brickwork is 
5 a i ee used only where its properties are 
—— a nO required other than for carrying 
ee nee \ — weight, that is, for toughness where 
eae \ a adjacent to roads at ground level and 
\i—" in the kitchen and boiler house and 
for carrying basins and other fittings 
in fixed elements of the plan such as 
lavatories and print rooms. Where 
these conditions do not apply, the 
walls are designed externally as 
window walls framed in steel-cored 
polished aluminium mullions, the 
lower dado sections consisting of 
coloured glass panels backed with 
insulation. Aluminium venetian 
blinds are provided on all south and 
west windows. The internal parti- 
tion units are hardboard facing on a 
hollow core and are held top and 
bottom by small fillet moulds. 
Ceilings are of perforated acoustic 
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Ground- and first-floor plans. 
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Main staircase at first-floor level. Below: View from ground floor. 
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tiles, also arranged in a pattern to 
suit the placing of partitions. The 
floors, generally, are of teak block, 
with jointless plastic flooring in 
permanent corridor and_ storage 
areas and variegated random marble 
paving in the main entrance hall. 
The staircases are of reinforced 
concrete with teak treads inlaid with 
red rubber. A principal aim in the 
design of the building was to avoid 
maintenance and redecoration costs. 
There is virtually no external paint- 
work, and materials of integral finish 
have been used inside and out. 

Heating, by oil-fired boilers, con- 
sists of a combined system of con- 
vected warmed air and hot water 
radiators. The heating system is 
divided into several circuits all in- 
dependently regulated by thermo- 
statically controlled, electrically oper- 
ated valves, while the boilers are also 
automatically controlled electrically 
by means of photo-electric cells 
operating on the colour spectron, 
thus controlling the flow of oil fuel 
to the burners via electrical relays 
and electrically operated valves. 

The design of the artificial lighting 
to the drawing offices followed on 
consultation with the Building Re- 
search Station (D.S.I.R.). Fluores- 
cent lighting fittings are arranged 
on the basis of one 80-watt tube for 
every 35 sq. ft. Simple tungsten 
fittings are used generally in admin- 
istration rooms and corridors of a 
design evolved by the Ministry of 
Education for use in schools. Fol- 
lowing is a list of sub-contractors 
and suppliers :— 

Sub-contractors.—Adamite Co., Ltd., Altro 
flooring; J. Avery and Co., Ltd., venetian blinds; 
Birmingham Guild, Ltd., balustrading; Bourne- 
mouth Gas Undertaking, gas connections; 


G. Brady and Co., Ltd., roller shutters; William 
Briggs and Sons, Ltd., roof decking (cycle shed); 
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Rolling mill department drawing office. 


J. Cheal and Sons, Ltd.. planting; Clark, Hunt 
and Co., Ltd., MS staircase balustrade; James 
Combe and Son, Ltd., heating and hot water 
services; William Cowlin and Son, Ltd., r.c. 
structure; Falkirk Iron Co., Ltd., canteen 
equipment. 

Farrow and Jackson, Ltd., WI wire bins; 
Fulham Art Metal Works, Ltd., boardroom 
balustrade; Haskel Robertson and Co., Ltd., 
Resinoid flooring; Albert J. Shingleton, Ltd., 
Lightproof blinds; Southern Electricity Board, 
electric wiring installation; Synchronome Co., 
Ltd., electric clock system; Waygood-Otis, Ltd., 
hand power lifts; Whitelock and Co., Ltd., 
roofing felt and fencing; Williams and Williams, 
Ltd., window frames, roof lights, glazing; Vigers, 
Ltd., wood flooring; Vineys, of Abingdon, 
Wilton carpet. 

Nominated suppliers.—Adamsez, Ltd., sanitary 
fittings, F. H. Biddle, Ltd., louvres; Birmingham 
Guild, Ltd., postal box and baffle plates; Boulton 
and Paul, Ltd. gates; Bow Slate and Enamel 
Co., Ltd.. inquiry desk cill, flower box and slate 
slabs; Clark Hunt and Co., Ltd., louvred vents, 
balustrading and hand rails; Concrete Utilities, 
Ltd., Broadcrete columns; Ecko-Ensign Electric, 
Ltd., fluorescent fittings and louvred panel; 


Fenning and Co.. Ltd., marble slabs; W. J. 
Furse, Ltd., lightning conductor; General Electric 
Co., Ltd., electrical fittings and fluorescent 
lanterns 

James Gibbons Ltd., stainless steel grip 
handies; Hartley Electromotives, Ltd., lighting 
fittings; W. J. Haysom, Purbeck stone; Hills 
(West Bromwich), Ltd., roof lights; Merchant 
Adventurers, Ltd., Hume, Atkins and Co., Ltd., 
and Courtney Pope (Electrical), Ltd., Troughton 
and Young (Lighting), Ltd., electrical fittings; 
Key Engineering Co., Ltd., fibre underfloor 
ducts and telephone pedestals; Loft Ladders, 
Ltd., loft ladder; Mountford Bros., Ltd., iron- 
mongery. 

Seddon and Sons (St. Helens), Ltd., glass 
domes; James Sieber Equipment Co., Ltd., coat 
hangers and framework; Stitsons Sanitary 
Fittings, Ltd., electric toilet incinerators; 
Swanage Brick and File Co., Ltd., special chim- 
ney bricks; Tyre Products, Ltd.. mats; Vent- 
Axia, Ltd., extract units, weather cowls. Wadding- 
ton and Duval, Ltd.. soap dispensers; Yelverton 
Dawbarn Bros., Ltd., partition units; Plyglass, 
Ltd., Vitroslab; Vitretex (England), Ltd., 
emulsion paints; International Paints, Ltd., 
oil paints. 
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OFFICES AT POOLE, DORSET: First-floor level at east staircase. 
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News of the Week 


STANDARDS IN INDUSTRY 


N “Standards in Industry,” the first of 
the two broadsheets concerned with 
standards which Political and Economic 
Planning is publishing simultaneously, 
an attempt has been made to indicate 
the various types of standards in use in 
British industry, and to examine the case 
for, and some arguments against, their 
employment. The chief problems in- 
volved both at home and overseas are 
discussed in the light of standards prac- 
tice in other countries and the growing 
movement towards international agree- 
ment on standards—a subject of particu- 
lar importance for countries which live 
by exports of industrial products. 

The second broadsheet, “ The British 
Standards Institution,” considers in some 
detail the organisation and activities of 
the body which co-ordinates work on 
standards in the United Kingdom on a 
national basis. In particular it examines 
the method of preparing standards, the 
extent to which they are adopted, and 
whether the BSI as at present constituted 
is capable of doing justice to its growing 
responsibilities regarding standards both 
at home and overseas. 

Both broadsheets (price 2s. 6d. each) 
are obtainable from PEP at 10, Queen 
Anne’s Gate, SWI. 


MEXICAN BUILDING CONGRESS 


THE first Mexican Congress of the 
Building Industry and the first Mexican 
Industrial Building Exhibition will be 
held in Mexico City from November 7 
to 11 next. Both have been organised by 
the Mexican Chamber of Building. 

The holding of these two events 
reflects the great development of the 
building industry in Mexico in the last 
few years. 

Among the subjects to be covered at 
the Congress are the internal organisa- 
tion of the industry; new methods of 
building (subdivided into works organi- 
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and equipment) ; industrial subjects ; 
social services; and public and private 
works. 


HISTORIC BUILDINGS GRANTS 


DurRING the past three months 20 
grants for the preservation of historic 
buildings, their contents, and adjoining 
land have been offered and accepted. 
The grants, totalling about £75,000, are 
offered by the Minister of Works acting 
on recommendations by the Historic 
Buildings Councils for England, Scot- 
land, and Wales. 

In England the grants are for :— 
Ashdown House, Forest-row, Sussex 
(second grant); gazebos at Hales-place, 
Tenterden, Kent; Broughton Castle, 
Oxon.; 7, High-street, Chipping Norton, 


Oxon.; Gorhambury, St. Albans, 
Herts; Linden House, Eye, Suffolk ; 
Althorp House, Northants (second 


grant); Lydiard Park, Lydiard Tregoz, 
Wilts (third and fourth grants) ; pictures 
at Corsham Court, Wilts; Taunton 
Castle, Somerset (second grant) ; Garden 
Buildings, Shugborough, Staffs; Chet- 
ham’s Hospital, Manchester ; Town Hall, 
Berwick-on-Tweed (second grant). 

In Scotland the grants are for :— 
Dunvegan Castle, Skye; toll booth and 
Burgh Court House, Stirling; Delgatie 
Castle, Aberdeenshire ; Muchalls Castle, 
Stonehaven; Embo House, Dornoch ; 
Newbattle Abbey, Dalkeith, Midlothian. 
In Wales the grant is for Pen-y-lan, 
Meifod, Montgomeryshire (second 
grant). With the grants already 
announced, the total number of build- 
ings assisted under the Historic Buildings 
and Ancient Monuments Act is now 164, 
and the total value of the grants is about 
£480,000. 


INDUSTRIAL DESIGN 


CHARLES MITCHELL, of the Warburg 
Institute, London University, will con- 
sider on July 20, at 7.30 p.m. in the 
Third Programme, two current exhibi- 
tions of industrial design at the Royal 
College of Art and the Italian Institute. 
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He will discuss changes of the last 50 
years in terms of an esthetic revolution, 
from the anti-classicism of the Morris 
movement to the classic assumptions of 
modern design. This talk will be repeated 
next day. 


COST OF OFFICE BLOCKS 


Mr. EDMUND Howarp, FRICS, told 
the annual meeting of the City of London 
Real Property Co., Ltd., on July 4 that 
although there had not been such a sharp 
increase in 1955, comparable buildings 
now cost 6s. 10d. per cu. ft. to erect 
against a figure of 6s. 6d. per cu. ft. a 
year ago. 


THE QUEEN’S BEASTS 


Mr. JAMES WooprorpD, the Notting- 
ham sculptor, has been commissioned by 
the Minister of Works, with the Queen’s 
approval, to sculpt a set of full-size 
statues of the Queen’s Beasts in Portland 
stone, to stand in a row along the terrace 
in front of the palm house at Kew 
Gardens. 

It was Mr. Woodford who designed 
these legendary figures of heraldry from 
coats of arms of ancestors of the Royal 
Family for the special entrance at West- 
minster Abbey for the Coronation. They 
were in plaster, and it has been doubted 
whether these could permanently sur- 
vive the London atmosphere. 

The Queen’s Beasts are to be pre- 
served for posterity through the gift of 
an anonymous donor and will be com- 
pleted in 18 months to take their place in 
the restoration of the palm house and 
gardens at this point. 


“FACTORY FLATS” 


MANCHESTER’S “ factory flats” idea of 
Corporation-built workshops where floor 
space could be rented by a number of 
small firms, is now taking shape. The 
Corporation have invited inquiries from 
interested firms for factories it proposes 
to build on the Roundthorn Industrial 
Estate, Wythenshawe, if there is a suf- 
ficient demand. 





sation and the application of material 





STAPLE INN REBUILT: The rebuilding of Staple Inn, unde 


rtaken by the Prudential Assurance Company to the designs of their 
architectural staff, was reopened on May 31 by Sir Hartley Shawcross, QC. The builders were Sir Robert McAlpine and Son, 
Lid., and the garden was laid out by J. Burley and Sons, Ltd. 
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Floor space in the new factories would 
be available to firms whose premises will 
have to be demolished under the city’s 
slum clearance schemes and firms unable 
to afford to build new factories. The 
major snag, it would seem, with this ini- 
tial proposal is that many of the small 
firms long established in the city’s central 
area are not keen on moving out. 


RECONDITIONING SCHEME 


BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL approved, 
on July 12, the first instalment of a 
£7,750,000 scheme to buy and recondi- 
tion 25,000 sub-standard houses in the 
city, outside the central redevelopment 
area where another 24,000 sub-standard 
houses are already owned by the Cor- 
poration. The total capital expenditure 
on all the houses is estimated at £14m. 
The plan is that during the next six or 
seven years the Corporation will buy 
25,000 “unfit” houses at a cost of 
£2,750,000. The cost of reconditioning is 
estimated at £5m. 


COUNTY SURVEYOR RETIRES 


Mr. B. C. HAMMoND, CBE, MIMunE, 
who has been County Surveyor of 
Worcestershire for 29 of the 44 years he 
has served the County Council, has re- 
tired. Apart from extensive road con- 
struction, which made Worcestershire in 
pre-war days noted for its safe and 
pleasant highways, 46 new bridges have 
been built under his direction. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


The telephone numbers of THOMAS WoRTHINGTON 
AND Sons, architects, 178, Oxford-road, Manchester 
13, have been changed to Ardwick 4606/7. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1855 
Saturday, July 14, 1855 


VALUE OF A SURVEYOR’S SERVICES AT 
TeNBy.—A special meeting of the Local 
Board of Health at Tenby was held on 
Friday before last, for the purpose of 
electing a surveyor, who is to give his 
whole time and attention to the business, 
for a salary of £25 ! Nevertheless, there 
were no less than five applicants. 
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RIBA 


New Committee to Review 
Salaried Representation 


IN the course of further consideration of 
the opinion expressed at the Annual 
General Meeting, the RIBA Council at 
its meeting on July 5 agreed to set up a 
committee on which members in the 
following spheres of occupation will be 
represented: principals in private prac- 
tice, salaried assistants in private prac- 
tice, official architects, salaried assistants 
in Central and Local Government 
service, members employed in teaching, 
members in charge of architectural 
departments of commercial or industrial 
undertakings and a representative of 
Scotland. The first task of this Committee 
is to review urgently the work so far 
done on the question of machinery for 
the representation of salaried members, 
and to make recommendations to the 
Council as to the immediate action to 
be taken in the light of the resolution 
passed at the Annual General Meeting. 
As a second and longer term task, 
the Committee are charged with con- 
sidering the advisability of an extended 
investigation into the structure of the 
profession, the total income of the pro- 
fession in relation to the scale of salaries 
that might be afforded, and the grading 
of architectural appointments in relation 
to age, experience and responsibilities, 
and to suggest to the Council, if thought 


practicable, a programme of work in 


connection with such an investigation. 


Notes from Council Minutes 


FOLLOWING are notes from the minutes 
of the RIBA Council Meeting, held on 
July 5: 

APPOINTMENTS: (A) RIBA_ Representa- 
tives on the National Consultative Council 
of the Building and Civil Engineering 
Industries for the year beginning July 1, 
1955: Mr. Michael Waterhouse, CBE., 
and Mr. E. D. Jefferiss Mathews (F), 
were nominated for re-appointment by the 
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Minister of Works as the RIBA representa- 
tives on this council. (B) National House- 
Builders’ Registration Council: RIBA 
Representatives : C. E. Culpin (F) in place 
of Kenneth J. R. Peacock (F). (C) South- 
end-on-Sea Municipal College: Architec- 
ture, Surveying and Building Advisory 
Committee: RIBA Representative: A. §, 
Belcham (F) re-appointed. (D) Code of 
Practice Committee to decide whether q 
Code on Flues for larger Appliances in 
Buildings should be drafted, and Drafting 
Committee for this Code: RIBA Repre- 
sentative: Frank H. Heaven (A) in place 
of G. M. Kingsford (F). 


CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY LECTURES FOR 
YouNG PeopLe: Mr. W. A. Allen (A) 
accepted the Council’s invitation to give 
two Christmas holiday, 1955, lectures for 
young people at the RIBA. 


JoHN NasH MEmoriaAL: The Council 
approved of a donation of ten guineas to a 
fund for a replica of the bust of John Nash 
at the RIBA, to be placed in All Souls’ 
Church, Langham-place. 


HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT 
Figures for May 


THE Housinc SUMMaRY presented to Par- 
liament as a White Paper jointly by the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
and the Secretary of State for Scotland, 
shows that the number of permanent houses 
completed in Great Britain during May was 
34,934 compared with 31,371 in May, 1954. 
In the first five months of 1955, 128,663 per- 
manent houses were completed compared 
with 136,722 in the same period of 1954, 


LCC DEPUTY ARCHITECT 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the post 
of deputy architect to London County 
Council on a salary scale of £2,750-£250 
(biennially)-£3,250 a year, with a com- 
mencing salary in accordance with 
qualifications and experience. Further 
details are given in our advertisement 
columns. 





Drawn by Lawrence Wright. 


From the RA Exhibition, 1955. 


NEW WING, ST. JAMES’ HOSPITAL, PORTSMOUTH. Oliver Law and Partners, architects. 
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UGANDA HOUSING SHOW 


Better Homes Exhibition at Kampala 


HE Uganda Better Homes Exhibition 

was opened on May 21 by the Hon. 
G. B. Cartland, acting chief secretary 
of Uganda. Unfortunately, the Governor 
sir Andrew Cohen, KCMG, KCVO, 
OBE, and the Hon. C. H. Thornley, 
CMG, CVO, the chief secretary, were 
prevented from attending the opening 
ceremony, but both later visited the 
exhibition. 

This exhibition (details of which were 
published in The Builder of April 15) 
was the first of its kind in Uganda, and 
it was estimated that at least 30,000 
people paid a visit to the display. Parties 
visited from Kenya, Tanganyika and 
Northern Rhodesia, and in most cases 
these parties represented municipalities 
and other government councils, and 
consisted of administrative and techni- 
cal representatives. 

The exhibition was also visited by Mr. 
Duncan Watson, Head of the Social 
Services Division in the Colonial Office, 
and Mr. Desmond Heap, Comptroller 
and City Solicitor to the City of London. 
Mr. Heap closed the exhibition on May 
31 by drawing the lucky number for 
the winner of a house set up for raffling. 

It is understood that many commercial 
exhibitors report considerable numbers 
of inquiries and anticipate increased 
sales. Many firms are considering follow- 
up sales safaris throughout Uganda. 
Among the technical exhibitors were the 
following : — 

Concrete Constructions (Uganda) Ltd., 
in association with A. Baumann and Co. 
Ltd, exhibited a house built almost 
entirely of precast concrete products. An 
interesting feature of this exhibit was 
the precast concrete door and window 
frames. These were in fact cast as com- 
plete units, but it is anticipated that by 
casting these on the long-line system the 
cost can be brought down considerably, 
so that they might well compete with 
timber frames which have been used in 
the past. 

Stirling-Astaldi (Uganda) Ltd., showed 
a typical house in precast concrete post 
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Part of the Trades Exhibits section. On the left is the exhibit of the Public Works 
Department, adjoining it is that of the Uganda Electricity Board. The stand of 
United Builders and Contractors, Ltd., is on the right. 


and panel construction, which up to date 
has proved itself to be a quick and 
economical method of low-cost housing. 
The rooting of this house was in Ardex 
asbestos sheeting on precast concrete 
purlins. 

Overseas Prefabricated Structures Ltd. 
produced a post and panel concrete 
house using vermiculite as aggregate. 
(Investigations are now being made with 
regard to the working of a deposit of 
vermiculite near Tororo.) 

The African Housing Department 
exhibited their standard types of housing, 
including the two-roomed house set up 
for raffling. 

In the Trade Exhibition — section 
Concrete Constructions (Uganda) Ltd. 
demonstrated. the “Arrow” floor unit 
and various other precast elements. The 
quality of their productions reflected the 
value of factory production which allows 
for close control. It also showed the 


advantages of the use of vibration in 
precast concrete. 

United Builders and Contractors Ltd. 
concentrated on the productions of two 
manufacturers for whom they are agents 
in Uganda. One was standard steel doors 
and windows manufactured by Ideal 
Casement s (Reading), Ltd. The other 
was a display of asbestos products which 
were specially flown out from Belgium 
by S. A. Eternit of Belgium. 

Afco, Ltd., demonstrated the many 
uses of Dexion  slotted-angle: many 
useful pieces of equipment such as beds, 


school desks, etc., were shown con- 
structed of this material. 
The Public Works Department, 


Uganda, erected on this stand a very 
attractive exhibit, the walls of which 
were built with hollow clay floor ele- 
ments manufactured by the Public 
Works Department at their Jinga factory. 

In the prefabricated section various 





Two-roomed house erected by the African Housing Depart- 


ment to their standard design GTH 513. 
raffled house, for which Mr. Desmond Heap, performed 


This was the 


the ceremony of drawing the lucky number. 


Interior of the Housing Department’s exhibit, showing 
Ardex roofing sheets laid on Dexion slotted-angle. The 
furniture and furnishings were arranged by the Uganda 


Council of Women. 
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firms showed their numerous types of 
steel and aluminium hutting. Greenham 
(EA) Ltd. demonstrated the Arcon 
system with an attractive Monopitch 
roof. 

The Housing Department showed a 
three-roomed house built in traditional 
African construction with mud and 
wattle. This was designed to show what 
could be built for very little cost in rural 
areas, and also in certain zones to be 
scheduled within townships for the 
erection of housing to lower construc- 
tional standards than those at present 
allowed under the Building Rules. Special 
building rules for°such areas have now 
been compiled and it is hoped to make 
an early start on a scheme of this type 
of housing at Jinga. 

The Housing Director (now retired) 
was Mr. Mowbray J. Bessell, and the 
Housing Architect Mr. C. G. Andrews, 
ARIBA, PO Box 2138, Kampala, 
Uganda. 


HIGH FLATS 
RIBA Symposium Report 


REPORT of the “Symposium on High 
‘ Flats” which was held at the RIBA 
in February last, has now been published 
in book form unde; the title ‘“ High Flats.” 
(Copies can be obtained from the Royal 
Institute, price 6s. each.) The report includes 
a special preface by Dr. J. L. Martin, 
FRIBA, Architect to London County Coun- 
cil. 

In this preface Dr. MARTIN refers to the 
interrelated nature of housing and ancillary 
accommodation and points out that as 
changes of density are made, completely 
new relationships are set up which demand 
new forms of layout, and this in turn gives 
rise to the need for an investigation of the 
part that really tall buildings might play in 
a general lay-out. He continues: 

I believe this problem—on the borderline 
between statistical analyses and architectural 
considerations—has as yet been insufficiently 
studied and that it must be pursued together 
with other studies of the range of plan types 
and their architectural expression. 

This study will involve decisions as ‘o 
the desirability on social grounds of certain 
types of dwelling or the proportions. mn 
which these should be introduced into the 
lay-out. The London Plan itself, of course, 
makes certain broad assumptions about the 
way in which people want to live and these 
have been widely followed. In the general 
conception of the relation of housing to 
other buildings there is an assumption that 
there is a desirable size for a community 
and that from this the requirements of 
schools and shopping, open space, etc., can 
be worked out. In developing this basic 
idea more recently it is assumed, for 
example, that the majority of families prefer 
to live in a house with a garden. 

But since this is not a practical possibility 
within a developed urban area it is assumed 
that a maisonette provides some of the 
amenities of a house and that those who 
must Jive in flats might live in higher ones 
and so reduce the area of ground covered 
by buildings. Thus the idea of mixed 
development arises. The broad basic 
assumption implicit in the London Plan is 
also, of course, that the necessary amenities 
such as shopping, places of assembly, etc., 
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will be provided as they have been in the 
past—namely, spread cut at ground level. 

Now there are a number of different 
assumptions that could be made. To go at 
once to the opposite extreme, there is, for 
instance, the High Paddington scheme by 
Messrs. Kadleigh and Horsbrugh. Broadly, 
the assumption here is that with modern 
technical developments the buildings which 
have traditionally been spread out on the 
ground can be placed in a single multi- 
purpose block, and that the area around 
this block can then become open parkland. 
It is also assumed that everyone will prefer 
to live within a single block. 

These two quite different conceptions are, 
as I have emphasised, not just technical. 
They arise from basic assumptions about 
living conditions, and in between these two 
extremes there can be a large number of 
variants: for instance, the shopping street, 
as has already been proposed in various 
quarters, might well be included within the 
housing block. The way in which these 
assumptions change will in turn affect the 
way in which tall buildings are used jn an 
urban environment. It is because concep- 
tions of living and standards of accommoda- 
tion do in fact change that this study of 
changing need and circumstances is one of 
the most urgent that we now require. 

But even with the broad framework that 
has governed the planning of housing and 
the use of tall buildings so far there are, 1 
think, some natural developments. The tall 
dwelling unit or the group of units becomes 
automatically a point of concentration for 
people and is therefore in many cases a 
suitable point for the inclusion of shopping, 
for example. There is some case for 
abandoning, in certain circumstances, the 
single-purpose block and for the integration 
of other amenities into the housing unit, 
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Side by side with this study of inter- 
relationship must go the study of roads, 
open spaces and particularly services and 
heating. The tall block makes the use of 
the coal-burning fire and its separate flue 
an anachronism, but it is not yet clear what 
other forms of heating can be efficient with- 
out raising the tenant’s standards beyond 
the level that he can afford. 

The position that I am trying to establish 
in this preface is that a general pattern of 
development and ideas in relation to tall 
flats is already emerging. So far certain 
parts of this pattern are being filled in. I 
would say, for example, that there has been 
some considerable progress on the technical 
side. But in order to give a complete pic- 
ture other sections of the pattern will need 
attention and the ones on which the main 
emphasis may rest in the near future are 
not merely questions of how we shall build 
but must take into account what we are 
building for. For this reason this sym- 
posium on high flats should be regarded as 
an interim statement. The study of any 
building type is a continuous process which 
from time to time should be assessed, and 
publications of this kind form a_ useful 
statement of the present standards of know- 
ledge and processes of thought, and as new 
knowledge and ideas develop in the future 
it is to be hoped that the RIBA Science 
Committee will consider it worth while to 
hold another session in order to continue 
the good work that it has begun. 
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UGANDA BUILDERS’ 
ASSOCIATION 


First Annual Report 


PROGRESS made by the Uganda Aggo. 

ciation of Building and Civil Engineer. 
ing Contractors, of Kampala, is summarised 
in the first annual report submitted by the 
Association’s chairman, Mr. J. A. Sinclair, 
FIQS. The following extracts are taken 
from his report: — 

It is now just one year ago that Mr. Kehar 
Singh Kalsi called a meeting of Asian cop. 
tractors with the object of forming ap 
association of building and civil engineering 
contractors. At that meeting it was agreed 
to form an association on a multi-racial 
basis, and at a subsequent meeting a com- 
mittee was formed and I was appointed its 
chairman, with Mr. R. S. Shah as its hon, 
secretary. 


RULES AND REGULATIONS 


Several subsequent meetings were held to 
formulate rules and regulations and to 
obtain registration by the Uganda authori- 
ties. On November 12, the newly formed 
committee had its first official meeting and 
the Press throughout Uganda and the UK 
published a communique giving details of 
the formation of the Association. Auditors 
were appointed and a bank account opened, 
and the Association was registered with the 
UK Trade Commissioner in Nairobi and 
with the Commissioner of Commerce. 

Applications made for affiliation to them 
were accepted by the Kenya Association of 
B. and C. E. Contractors, the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
in London, and the South African Associa- 
tion of Contractors. 

Under Mr. J. J. Roberts, of the manage- 
ment committee, a scrutiny committee was 
set up to consider application for member- 
ship, and to-day our membership has 
reached the healthy number of 25. 

The Labour Commissioner has asked the 
Association to .be represented on the new 
joint committee for apprentice training and 
trade testing, and Mr. Naryanbhai Arjan 
has been appointed to represent us. Mr. 
Shah has also been appointed to the Mengo 
sub-committee of this part of the Labour 
Organisation. HE the Governor has ap- 
pointed your chairman as one of the six 
members representing commerce on the 
Central Labour Advisory Board. 


CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 


On the proposal of the architects here, a 
Uganda joint consultative committee for the 
building and civil engineering industries was 
formed on May 4. This committee com: 
prises two representatives of the EA. 
Chapter of Quantity Surveyors, two from 
the E.A. Association of Architects, and two 
from your Association. In this case your 
Association is represented by Mr. Pritam 
Singh Bharj and the chairman. The EA. 
Association of Engineers have also been 
asked to send two members to represent 
them on this consultative committee. 


With official recognition now having beet 
granted us not only in Uganda but in the 
UK, Kenya and South Africa, our main 
object must now be to increase our mem: 
bership so that every reputable contractor 
in Uganda is a member of this association. 
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LAW REPORT 


swansea Building Contract in Dispute: 
Judgment Reserved 

OFFICIAL REFEREE’S COURT 

Berore Mr, J. D. CASSWELL, QC 


R. B. BURDEN, LTD., v. SWANSEA 

CORPORATION 

FTER 53 days’ hearing over a period of 
+™ four months, Mr, J. D. Casswell, QC, 
Official Referee, reserved his judgment in 
an action brought by R. B. Burden, Ltd., 
builders, of Staines-rd., Hounslow, Middx., 
against Swansea Corporation for damages for 
breach of contract, 

The action, which began in the High Court 
on March 8 this year, originally concerned 
three contracts between the builders and the 
Corporation, the company claiming a sum of 
about £57,000. Three weeks later the parties 
settled the dispute regarding two of the con 
tracts, and the action proceeded in relation 
to the third contract, which involved a claim 
of about £30,000 by the ‘builders. 

One of the contracts concerned in the 
settlement related to the building of 80 
houses on the Corporation’s Penlan housing 
estate; the other was in connection with the 
rebuilding of BBC buildings in Alexandra- 
d., Swansea. The contract still in dispute 
was for the erection of East Penlan Primary 
School, Swansea. 

Burdens’ began work on the school in 
December, 1949. They alleged that in Oc- 
tober, 1951, the Corporation wrongly inter- 
fered with or obstructed the issue of an in- 
terim payment certificate. Consequently the 
builders later gave notice to the Corporation 
determining the contract. They also alleged 
that, as a result of work carried out on the 
site by the Corporation before the contract 
work began, land drains were destroyed or 
broken, and subsequently the site was several 
times flooded or water-logged, delaying and 
disorganising the builders’ work. 

The company also contended that the Cor- 
poration disturbed the local labour market 
by paying wages. to their employees in the 
direct labour organisation in excess of those 
permitted by the working rule agreement 
or normal in the industry. This necessitated 
the builders paying higher wages. 

The Corporation denied the alleged 
breaches. They claimed that the builders 
wrongfully determined the contract and that 
the Corporation, by reason of this wrongful 
repudiation of the contract and the builders’ 
abandonment of the work, properly deter- 
mined the contract by notice given on 
November 21, 1951. The company, they 
submitted, were not entitled to recover the 
sum claimed. 

Mr. E. J. Rimmer, QC, and Mr. J. Stuart 
Daniel, represented the builders; Mr. Elwyn 
Jones, QC, and Mr. T. G. Roche, QC, ap- 
peared for the Corporation. 

It was stated during the hearing that there 
were claims by sub-contractors against 
Burdens’ as a result of delays in work alleged 
to be due to the Corporation. 

After evidence had been given for the 
builders in support of their claims and alle- 
gations, Mr. Elwyn Jones submitted that the 
main issue arising on the school contract was 
the question of its termination. The interim 
certificate alleged to have been interfered 
with or obstructed was for the amount due 
for work properly executed and material and 
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goods delivered for use in the work. He 
submitted that the certification and valuation 
were properly carried out by the Corporation. 
The ‘builders, he said, claimed that they pro- 
perly terminated the contract, but he sub- 
mitted there was no evidence that the Cor- 
poration obstructed the issue of the certifi- 
cate in October, 1951. The only question 
was whether they interfered with it. Up to 
then other interim payments had been made. 

Mr. Elwyn Jones said that owing to short- 
age of staff, Mr. M. Williams, the chief 
quantity surveyor, was unable to continue the 
duties of surveyor on the school contract 
and a new surveyor, Mr. W. V. Hawkins, of 
the London firm of Oswald Parratt, was ap- 
pointed in 1951. Burdens’, who were in- 
formed, complained that they had not been 
consulted and would not acknowledge Mr. 
Hawkins’ appointment. Mr. Hawkins went 
to the site early in October, 1951, to carry 
out valuations for the 21st interim certificate. 

Mr. Elwyn Jones said the builders wrote 
stating that if they did not receive payment 
by October 11 the Corporation would be in 
breach of contract. They threatened to with- 
draw their labour if the money was not paid 
by that date. ‘ Maybe this school contract 
proved unprofitable to the builders,’ coun- 
sel said. 

Mr. Hawkins, continued counsel, valued 
the work done and materials on the site. It 
did not show any sum over that already paid 
to the builders, but confirmed the opinion 
that Burdens’ had already been overpaid by 
about £5,000. The valuation was approxi- 
mately £66,000, while on the first 20 certi- 
ficates the Corporation had paid the builders 
£71,000. In the hope of preventing them 
from walking out on the job, Mr. Hawkins 
recommended a payment of about £1,000. 
The contract had several months to go, and 
the overpayment would have been rectified in 
future interim certificates. 

Mr. Elwyn Jones said the builders wrote 
chitect issued the certificate on October 12, 
but later the builders withdrew their labour. 
Counsel submitted that even if there had 
been a mistake in Mr. Hawkins’ valuation, 
the builders’ remedy was not to withdraw 
their labour but by way of arbitration. 

At a later stage in the hearing the Official 
Referee asked Mr. Rimmer: “If I find 
against the plaintiffs on the question of the 
certificates and the determination of the con- 
tract, would you say they could still recover 
damages for the alleged delays? ” 

Mr. Rimmer said that if the builders’ deter- 
mination of the contract was wrongful and 
the Corporation were right in theirs, he 
thought Mr. Elwyn Jones was right in con- 
tending there was nothing due to the plain- 
tiffs at the time of the writ. If they failed 
on the question of the certificate he did not 
think the case would avail them anything. 

The Official Referee suggested that the 
question of the determination of the contract 
could have been a preliminary issue, but he 
hesitated to avoid the other issues in case 
the matter went to the Court of Appeal, was 
reversed and sent back to him to find the 
facts on the other issues. 

It was decided to continue with the evi- 
dence on all issues. 

After the completion of the evidence for 
the defence, and the final speeches by Mr. 
Elwyn Jones and Mr. Rimmer, the Official 
Referee reserved his judgment, which is ex- 
pected to be given later this month. 
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FUEL RESEARCH, 1954 


The Problem of Smoke Abatement 


MPHE 1954 Report of the Fuel Research 

Board has now been issued, together 
with the Report of the Director of Fuel 
Research. Satisfaction has been expressed 
by the Board that the Fuel Research Station 
was able to render service to the Beaver 
Committee on Air Pollution, but they note 
that to implement the recommendations of 
that committee, a considerable extension will 
be required of the work of the Station, de- 
spite the difficulty of recruiting suitable staff. 


The Report shows how many of the prob- 
lems of fuel economy that are being in- 
vestigated are closely linked to the question 
of smoke abatement. An example of this is 
the work on the production of free-burning 
coke for domestic heating. This is necessary 
because there are still something like 12 
million old-fashioned open fire grates in use 
in this country which are incapable of burn- 
ing ordinary gasworks coke satisfactorily. 
Work at the Station has shown how smoke- 
less solid fuel can be produced in ordinary 
gasworks equipment by carbonising weakly 
caking coals, of which large reserves are 
available. 

There is a demand for smoke-eliminating 
devices for forced-draught hand-fired 
boilers. The same principles of admission of 
air over the fire as were used for smoke 
elimination with natural-draught boilers 
can be successfully applied to forced- 
draught boilers and data have been published 
from which a suitable smoke eliminator 
could be designed. A preliminary design 
suitable for a forced-draught Lancashire 
boiler has been prepared. Equipment con- 
structed to this design successfully eliminated 
smoke at all loads, but it was found that 
certain alterations were required to improve 
the thermal efficiency at low loads. A modi- 
fied smoke eliminator designed to obviate 
this defect is being constructed. 


HEATING EFFICIENCY 


In the field of domestic heating the Calori- 
meter Building is yielding valuable quantita- 
tive information on the various ways in 
which the heat from solid fuel burnt in 
domestic grates and stoves is used or wasted. 
It is thus giving more accurate data than 
hitherto available on the factors affecting 
room-heating efficiencies with different types 
of heating. 


The Calorimeter Building is also useful for 
the accurate measurement of the efficiency 
of stoves. Work on the effects of leaks 
through badly fitting doors of openable 
stoves has shown that such leaks cause 
appreciable reduction in efficiency. which 
may be as much as one quarter. It has also 
been found that one model of stove when 
closed burns coal with as high an efficiency 
as it burns coke, whereas usually with such 
stoves the efficiency with coal is lower than 
with coke. Investigations are being made 
to find the reasons for the differences in 
relative efficiencies with coal and coke for 
different stoves, with a view to defining the 
conditions leading to highest efficiencies and 
minimum smoke emission with coal. 

Copies of the Report, entitled “ Fuel 
Research, 1954.” may be obtained from 
the Stationery Office, price 3s. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
Building Societies’ Rates 


PTTHE Chancellor of the Exchequer has no 

intention of altering his monetary 
policy to make an exception of building 
societies so that the advances they made to 
would-be house purchasers were not re- 
stricted. 

In emphasising this in the Commons on 
July 5, SiR Epwarb Boy_e, Economic Secre- 
tary to the Treasury, said that Mr. Butler 
saw no reason to interfere with the opera- 
tion of monetary policy, or with the terms 
on which the building societies borrowed 
money. 

Mr. Percy Daines had asked what action 
was to be taken so that building societies, 
who were unable to raise sufficient funds for 
prospective house purchasers because of the 
Government’s financial and economic policy, 
would not have to raise the rates of interest 
again. He suggested that the Government’s 
financial policy was undercutting their policy 
of encouraging people to buy houses, and 
made nonsense of Conservative propaganda 
about a property-owning democracy. 

Sir EpwarpD Boy -Le said that the Govern- 
ment’s housing record showed clearly their 
success in providing houses for people to 
buy. Monetary policy was an important 
part of the Government’s general economic 
policy, and the Chancellor did not intend 
to make an exception for building societies 
for house purchases. 

Mr. CoLpRrICK said that the Government’s 
credit policy was restricting the amount of 
advances that the societies were making to 
would-be purchasers, and suggested that the 
change which had arisen was causing appre- 
hension among builders and _ building 
workers. 

Sir Epwarp BOoYte Said that he understood 
that the issue would be raised by the 
societies at their meeting on Friday [July 8], 
but there was neither reason nor power to 
interfere with their discretion in the matter. 


Mr. HUGH GAITSKELL said that a serious 
situation was developing for the societies. 
Because of high rates of interest which could 
be earned elsewhere depositors were switching 
their money to other institutions. In conse- 
quence the societies were having to curtail 
their lending seriously. Was it the intention 
of the Government that that should con- 
tinue: if not what did they propose to do? 
Would they consult with the societies to see 
what action could be taken to prevent the 
diminution in business which would other- 
wise follow. 

Sir EDwarD Boy Lesaid that the Chancellor 
would bear in mind what had been said, but 
he could not add to his original answer. 


Hotel Construction Costs 


PPHE need for the construction of new 

hotels to meet the growing demand for 
accommodation for visitors to Britain was 
emphasised during a short discussion in the 
House of Lords on July 7. 


VISCOUNT FURNESS said that no other ex- 
port industry had to pay purchase tax on 
the tools of its trade. It was estimated by 
those who were actively engaged in the 
tourist trade in Britain that 5,000 new hotel 
rooms were urgently required in the main 
centres, particularly London and Edinburgh. 
He did not mean new hotels: there were 
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enough public rooms, but the bedroom 
accommodation, at its mildest, left much to 
be desired. 

EarRL Jowirtt, president of the British 
Travel and Holidays Association, said that 
the association estimated that the accom- 
modation available in hotels to-day was 10 
per cent. less than before the war. 

THE EARL OF ROSEBERY, chairman of the 
Scottish Tourist Board, suggested that after 
examining each particular case there might 
be a possibility of encouraging hoteliers 
financially by making available to them 
Government loans at low rates of interest. 
With an enormous and growing industry 
such as tourism the Government by making 
a small outlay would facilitate the return of 
a great deal of money. 

LorD WOLVERTON said that the question 
of reducing the cost of building hotels and 
extensions to bedrooms had to be faced. 
Much had been done in the building industry 
by pre-fabrication and he urged the Govern- 
ment, with the scientific laboratory which 
there was for building research, to see if more 
could not be done for these hotels by-pre- 
fabrication, thus reducing’ costs. 

Another matter which would have to be 
dealt with at a later stage was the restrictive 
rings and practices in the building industry, 
particularly the tight ring in rainwater goods, 
which were much needed for sanitation in 
extra bathrooms. The prices of these goods 
and sanitary goods were high and would 
have to be examined. It would be impossible 
to build a hotel and let the rooms at prices 
people could afford to pay. 

Lorp Mancrort, Under _ Secretary, 
Home Office, replying for the Government, 
said that the hotel industry had been through 
difficult times. They had had to endure 
building licensing and restrictions. Licences 
were not now required. It was not easy to 
tell what progress had been made in the re- 
conditioning, repair and rebuilding of hotels. 
There had been two valuable additions: one 
in Bond-street and the other in Coventry. 


OTHER BUSINESS 
HOUSING LABOUR FORCE 


Mr. NIGEL Bircu, Minister of Works, in 
a written reply to Mr. BLENKINSOP, stated 
that the available figures of men employed 
on housing repairs and new housing were 
as follows, although figures collected since 
the end of building controls are not com- 
parable with those of previous years :— 


(Thousands) 
Housing 
Housing repair and 
New work maintenance 
1954 
May ea es as as ORO 177 
1955 
April se F 349 171 


These figures exclude the building trades’ 
workers directly employed by local authori- 
ties, public utilities and of some private 
firms in other industries. The figures for 
1955 are subject to revision. 


PLANNING CLAIMS PAID 


Mr. RONALD BELL asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government what pro- 
gress had been made by the Central Land 
Board in the payment of claims which have 
been established under Part VI of the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1947, in respect 
of the private sale of land between August 5, 
1947, and November 18, 1952, at a price 
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which did not include the full deveiopmen 
value of the land as established by the claim, 

Mr. SANDys: I am informed by the board 
that, up to June 24, they had made 397 
payments amounting to about £447,000 jn 
respect of private sales of land. 


INDUSTRIAL BUILDING 


Mr. Lawson asked the President of the 
Board of Trade what percentage of the 
Great Britain total of industrial building 
under construction was being carried out in 
Scotland at the end of each of the years 
from 1950 to 1954. 

Mr. THORNEYCROFT, in a written reply on 
July 4, said: According to the latest jp. 
formation available to the Board of Trade, 
the figure at the end of each year was: 
1950, 9 per cent.; 1951, 10.3 per cent.; 1952, 
8.3 per cent.; 1953, 6.9 per cent.; 1954, 6 per 
cent. 

These figures relate to new buildings and 
extensions to existing buildings of more than 
5,000 sq. ft. for manufacturing industry. 


NEW ROADS PROGRAMME 


Mr. CyriL OSBORNE asked the Minister 
of Transport on July 6 when he expected to 
begin building the proposed trunk road 
diversion north of Louth, and whether, in 
view of the heavy traffic carried on that road 
from Grimsby, he would give the alterations 
urgent priority. 

Mr. Boyp-CarRPENTER said that he hoped 
to include the scheme among those he would 
put in hand on the Norman Cross to 
Grimsby trunk road. He could not yet give 
a date. 

Mr. Pau WILLIAMS asked the Minister 
what progress had been made in carrying 
out the road development plans he 
announced in February. 

Mr. Boyp-CaRPENTER said that in that 
statement he had outlined 27 large schemes 
which he hoped to authorise this year. He 
had no reason to doubt that they would be 
authorised. He expected that actual work 
would have started on at least a quarter of 
those schemes by the end of September, and 
that .work on practically all the remainder 
would start before the end of the year. 
Many other smaller schemes would be put 
in hand during the year. 

Mr. ARTHUR’ HOLT asked whether 
financial or technical reasons were delaying 
the programme. 

Mr. Boyp-CARPENTER said that the pro- 
gramme was proceeding satisfactorily. 

Mr. GRIMOND asked the Minister what 
progress was being made in the elimination 
of raised kerbs and the provision of more 
road space by reducing verges and unneces- 
sarily wide pavements on roads under his 
control. 

Mr. Boyp-CaRPENTER said that where 
new kerbs were necessary it was his general 
policy to provide flush or splayed kerbs. He 
was proposing to send out a circular to high- 
way authorities in the next two or three 
weeks containing advice on this point. It 
was the normal practice te widen sub-stan- 
dard roads when re-surfacing them, if suffici- 
ent verge width was available. 


SCHOOLS UNDER CONSTRUCTION 


Mr. JAMES JOHNSON asked the Minister 
of Education how many new schools were 
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under construction on March 1, 1954; and 
for the same date in 1955. 


Sir Davip ECCLES in a written reply on 
July 7, stated that figures were not available 
for March 1, 1955. On June 1, 1955, there 
were 930 new schools under construction, 
compared with 993 a year earlier. 


SCHOOL FOR SPASTICS 


Mr. PATRICK MAITLAND asked the Secre- 
tary of State for Scotland what provision 
was made in the school building programme 
for 1955-56 for providing special schcols 
suitable for spastic children. 


Mr. STUART stated, on July 7, that one 
new school for spastic children was included 
in the building programme for 1955-56. It 
would be erected at Auchinraith, Lanark- 
shire. 


LOANS TO LOCAL AUTHORITIES 


THE CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER in- 
formed the Commons, in a written reply on 
July 8, of changes in the rates of interest 
chargeable to local authorities from the 
local loans funds to operate as from July 9. 


Mr. Butler said that from that date loans 
for not more than five years would be 
chargeable at 3} per cent., and loans for 
more than five but not more than fifteen 
years and also those for more than 15 years 
would be charged at 44 per cent. 


HOUSE DESIGN 
Out-dated Ideas Still Used 


SPECULATIVE builders in Coventry and 
throughout the country are putting up 
houses from designs which largely originated 
in the 1920’s and are not using modern 
materials or techniques to the best advant- 
age. This is the view of the Coventry 
architect, Mr. Ro_F HELLBERG, FRIBA. 


“One walks down some modern roads in 
Coventry and sees absolute standardisation 
of plans and elevation. Most houses are 
put up by speculative builders still working 
from old-fashioned designs—not good ones 
either,” he said. 

For the benefit of the increasing number 
of people who want their own small house, 
and as an attempt at creating a taste which 
builders will have to take heed of, the RIBA 
are holding an exhibition, ““ Your House,” 
in Messrs Owen Owen’s store in Coventry, 
open until tomorrow (July 16). 


“We want to stimulate public interest in 
having ‘tailor made’ houses designed by 
architects and, by giving people an idea of 
what is possible to improve the general 
standard of design,” said Mr. Hellberg. 


The exhibition, consisting of 30 panels, 
shows how the architect sets about the 
design of an individual house, and illustrates 
some 30 houses all designed and built for 
individual families with the latest materials 
and techniques, 

The houses shown are in three price 
tfanges: Under £2,000, £2,000—£3,500 and 
over £3,500. All are houses of individual 
character designed to suit the way of life of 
their owners. Of particular interest to 
Many who visit the exhibition will be the 
Screen showing what proportion of the total 
cost of building a house is accounted for by 
each of its several parts. 
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LMBA 
Half-yearly Meeting 


HE half-yearly meeting of the London 
Master Builders’ Association takes place 
next Thursday, July 21, when the report for 
the first six months of the year will be con- 
sidered and other formal business transacted, 
The president, Mr. L. J. Holloway, will 
preside. 

The period under review, says the report, 
has been one of intense building activity, 
and in the immediate future the extent of 
the work to be done is likely to be limited 
only by the availability of men and mate- 
rials. The demand for houses, despite all 
the hundreds of thousands that have been 
built annually during the past few years, 
remains unabated. The Government is 
committed to a policy of systematic slum 
clearance, and thousands of prefabricated 
houses are due for demolition and replace- 
ment. Work proposed or in hand in the 
City alone is running at an estimated value 
of over £100 million. 

The chief disturbing factor is the rising 
cost of everything that goes to the making 
of a building, and it is therefore vital that 
the builder, as the organiser of any contract, 
should see to it that his organisation is work- 
ing at maximum efficiency so that waste of 
both time and materials is eliminated. It is 
encouraging to note that management is 
more and more alive to the importance of 
this factor in reducing the cost of building 
work, 


LMBA Cricket Victory 


THe LMBA ended its 1955 season at 
Brondesbury last week with a victory by 
seven wickets over the Eastern Federation in 
its first return match. 


The Eastern Federation won the toss and, 
batting first, made 181 for 9 declared. By 
tea-time the LMBA had made 58 for 2 and, 
thanks largely to F. Vidler, who made 105 
not out, they passed the Eastern Federation 
score with half an hour to spare—the score 
182 for 3. So was avenged the defeat of 
last year when the Eastern Federation in its 
first match against London administered a 
sound beating to the then unbeaten LMBA. 


The LMBA card for the season reads: 
Played 5, won 2, lost 1, drawn 1, abandoned 
% 


OBITUARY 
Gustave Magnel 


PROFESSOR GUSTAVE MAGNEL, one of the 
world’s leading authorities on pre-stressed 
concrete, died suddenly on July 5 at Ghent 
from a heart attack. 


Professor Magnel became famous as the 
inventor of the Belgian system of pre- 
stressed concrete which he applied to the 
building of bridges in various countries. 
He was director of the Pre-Compressed 
Concrete Engineering Co., at Montreal, 
Canada, and of Stressed Concrete Designs 
Ltd., London, and a member of the Institu- 
tion of Civil Engineers and of the Institution 
of Structural Engineers in London. He 
was one of the Belgian delegates to Unesco 
in 1945-46, 

His design for a 2,082-ft. high television 
tower for the Brussels World Fair, in 1958, 
is still under discussion. 
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OVERSPILL PROBLEMS 


Four Authorities Confer 


EPRESENTATIVES of the Birmingham 
City Council and of the County 
Councils of Warwickshire, Worcestershire 
and Staffordshire reached unanimous agree- 
ment on July 1 on the procedure to be 
adopted in dealing with Birmingham’s over- 
spill. They also decided to appoint a joint 
committee to examine the whole field of 
overspill as it affects the movement of 
population and of industry. 


More than 40 representatives attended the 
meeting in the Birmingham Council House 
(the first meeting of the four authorities 
since their London meeting in April last 
with the Minister of Housing) and after the 
meeting the following statement was 
issued:— 

A meeting of representatives of the 
Staffordshire, Warwickshire and Worcester- 
shire County Councils and the Birmingham 
City Council was held in a spirit of co- 
operation to discuss the overspill problem. 
There was unanimous agreement on the 
procedure to be adopted in dealing with the 
problem. It was agreed that the three 
county councils would forward to Birming- 
ham particulars of the county district coun- 
cils which might help in building houses 
and providing industrial sites for Birming- 
ham people and firms, together with esti- 
mated numbers and rate of building. 


It was also agreed that a small joint com- 
mittee consisting of representatives of the 
four councils should be appointed immedi- 
ately to examine the whole field of the 
problem posed by overspill as it affects the 
movement both of population and industry. 


STEEL SUPPLY PRACTICE 
Independent Firm’s Difficulties 


A DIRECTOR of a Birmingham steel firm 
on June 30 confirmed allegations by some 
Birmingham City councillors of price fixing 
by firms supplying steel for public build- 
ings. “They are quite right,” said Mr. 
K. J. Roodhouse, of Stockholding and Steel 
Constructional Co., Ltd., which employs 
100 men to distribute and erect steel. “ Big 
firms have to report any inquiries over a 
certain price to a governing body in Lon- 
don. They are then told to charge so 
much. 


“One may be told to prepare a design 
which is then passed to the other members 
of the ring. If the firm which first prepared 
it does not get the contract, the successful 
company pays for the design. We recently 
got a steelwork contract for a school in 
South Wales,” said Mr. Roodhouse. “Our 
tender at £17,000, was £2,000 below the 
figure quoted by firms in the ring. 


“Our biggest difficulty was overcoming 
the prejudice of local authorities and archi- 
tects. All the big names in steel erection 
were in the ring, while we were unknown. 
Now we have proved ourselves we are get- 
ting contracts all over the country, and the 
association is sitting up and taking notice.” 


His firm has no intention of joining the 
ring—even if invited, said Mr. Roodhouse, 
who added: “If we want to operate on a 
lower margin of profit than they do, that 
is our business.” 
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DISSOLVING AN UNREGIS- 
TERED PARTNERSHIP 


The Division of Assets 


MOTION was heard by Mr. Justice 
Vaisey in the Chancery Division on 
July 5 by Southey-Roberts Estates, Ltd., 359, 
Strand, plaintiffs in an action against Mr. 
Jack Roe for the appointment of a receiver 
and manager of the assets of a partnership 
alleged to have existed between the parties. 


Mr. E. I. Goutpina, for the plaintiffs, 
said they alleged that they entered into an 
arrangement with the defendant who had 
experience as an estate agent, surveyor and 
architect, the idea being that Mr. Roe should 
use his skill in carrying out a number of 
projects for selling or letting building sites 
of a valuable character principally in the 
City of London to persons who would 
develop them and plaintiffs would thereby 
earn commission. 


a 


In the meanwhile, plaintiffs were to pro- 
vide defendant with office accommodation 
and make him a weekly allowance on which 
he was to live. Any commission earned was 
to be shared equally. It was alleged that 
after acquiring the goodwill of a number of 
persons and bodies, and when business was 
about to be carried out to produce the com- 
mission Mr. Roe ended the arrangement and 
claimed to be entitled to continue, or not to 
continue, the negotiations as he thought fit. 
He said he was not liable to share the com- 
missions earned, but merely to repay the 
money advanced to him. The writ asked for 
a declaration that there was a partnership 
between the parties as surveyors, valuers, 
estate agents and contractors or, alterna- 
tively, that it had been dissolved by notice 
given by the defendant and should be wound 
up by a receiver. 

Mr. M. Parsury (defending) submitted 
that there was no evidence of a partnership. 
There was a service agreement to which 
different considerations applied. The plain- 
tiffs were to provide the introductions and he 
was to negotiate the transactions for the 
development of the sites until they were con- 
cluded. There was no registration of a 
partnership under the Business Names Act. 
Mr. Roe was to be paid a share of the 
profits by way of remuneration. It was a 
position of master and servant. 

The successful outcome of the negotia- 
tions depended on him and the appointment 
of a receiver and manager would be likely to 
prejudice them. If there was a position of 
master and servant, defendant would have 
to account for half the commission received; 
he was entitled to the other half. In the 
correspondence there was no mention of a 
partnership. Defendant was not liable for 
any losses and there was no joint banking 
account. Counsel asked his lordship to dis- 
miss the motion. 


Mr. JusTICE VAISEY said that plaintiffs 
did not serve the notice of motion until seven 
weeks after the issue of the writ. If people 
wanted interim relief and did not apply for 
it quickly the court was apt to suspect the 
urgency of their case. If plaintiffs had 
shown that there was any serious jeopardy 
he would have granted them interlocutory 
relief. For two years the plaintiff company 
seemed to have trusted the defendant and 
worked with him with a reasonable amount 
of success. Although he was now said to be 
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somewhat lacking in candour there was no 
accusation of dishonesty against him, or if 
there was it had not been proved. It did not 
seem to his lordship at this stage necessary 
or proper to accede to the plaintiffs’ appli- 
cation. He hoped the defendant was an 
honest man and his lordship did not think 
it had been proved that he was not. If his 
claim was right it would not be wise to 
supersede him by the appointment of an 
accountant to manage what must be rather 
a personal business. 

His lordship said he was not pre-judging 
the issue as to whether there was a partner- 
ship. There might be, but it was by no 
means clear, or there might have been a joint 
venture in which there was a relationship of 
partnership. If defendant was an employee 
or agent he would have to account. These 
were matters for the trial of the action. His 
lordship said he might do harm by appoint- 
ing a receiver. In the circumstances he did 
not think he ought to grant any interlo- 
cutory relief. There would be no order on 
the motion and the costs would be costs in 
the action. 


TECHNICAL INFORMATION 
MoW Wallsheets 


NEW series of visual aids for the 
via building industry has been introduced 
by the Ministry of Works as part of. their 
technical information — service. It takes 
the form of wallsheets intended for display 
on building sites, and in schools and tech- 
nical colleges. 

The object of the Ministry’s technical 
information service is to keep in touch with 
research and development in the whole field 
of building, to sift the information that 
becomes available and to direct it where it 
can best be applied. The service enables 
the industry to keep abreast of new develop- 
ments in materials and techniques. 

The first of these wallsheets to be issued 
deals with dampness in buildings. It 
shows by a number of clearly reproduced 
photographs the causes of dampness and 
some observed effects of this condition in 
buildings. Titles of other wallsheets now 
in preparation are: “ Building Accidents— 
Their Cause,” “ Building Accidents—Their 
Prevention” and “Wall Finishes.” The 
wallsheets, together with other technical in- 
are distributed free through 
the Ministry’s regional technica] informa- 
tion offices from the following addresses : — 

Northern: Broadway West, Newcastle 
upon Tyne 3 (Tel: Gosforth 57171). East 
and West Ridings: Lawnswood, Leeds 16 
(Leeds 74411). North Midland : Chalfont- 
drive, Nottingham (Nottingham 77711). 
Eastern: .Block A, Brooklands-avenue, 
Cambridge (Cambridge 58911). London: 
Room 239, Lambeth Bridge House, SE1 
(Reliance 7611, Ext. 2026). South Eastern: 
Room 239, Lambeth Bridge House, SE1 
(Reliance 7611, Ext. 1875). 


Southern: Whiteknights Park, Reading 
(Reading 61122). South Western: Burghill- 
road, Westbury-on-Trym, Bristol (Bristol 


68041). Midland: Ashley-street, Birming- 
ham 5 (Midland 7121). North Western: 
Warwick-road South, Old Trafford. Man- 
chester 16 (Chorlton 5321, 5211). Wales: 
Government Buildings, St. Agnes-road, 
Gabalfa, Cardiff (Cardiff 33051). Scotland : 
122 George-street, Edinburgh 2 (Central 
2533). 
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FOREMANSHIP STUDIES 
Success of First Course 
HE first Certificate Course of Foreman. 
ship Studies at Westminster Technica| 
College started at the instance of the London 
Master Builders’ Association has just ended, 
It has been very successful and a second 
course on similar lines is to be started jp 
September. 

The scheme was launched last August by 
the then president of the LMBA, Mr. R, § 
Williams. The response from employers was 
so great that it was difficult to restrict the 
class to the number which could be ae. 
commodated. The present president, Mr, 
L. J. Holloway, is circularising members 
urging them to enter their foremen now if 
they want to get in. 

Speaking of the attendance at the first 
course, Mr, HOLLOwWay quotes a letter from 
Mr. D. A. G. REID, principal of the Brixton 
School of Building, who was responsible for 
its administration. In it, he says: ‘The 
attendance has been exceptionally good, 
During the early months it was 100 per cent, 
Owing to various circumstances this record 
was not fully maintained, but the attend- 
ance has not fallen below 90 per cent.” 

This proves, writes Mr. Holloway, not only 
that the selection of the candidates has been 
justified by their enthusiasm, but also that 
their employers must already be receiving 
benefit from the additional knowledge these 
men are acquiring and from their broader 
conception of management responsibility. It 
is already known that some of these em- 
ployers are anxious to nominate candidates 
for the second course. Employers who en- 
sure that certificated foremen will be avail- 
able for their future contracts are taking 
realistic action to overcome the serious short- 
age of men of this grade in the industry. 

STORMWATER DISPOSAL 
New Technical Committee 

A TECHNICAL COMMITTEE has __ been 
appointed by the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government to consider the present 
method of disposing of stormwater through 
overflows on sewers, in the light of modern 
conditions. 

Where sewers carry both foul sewage and 
rainwater, the flow is subject to very wide 
fluctuations, and it has always been a com- 
mon practice to incorporate overflows which 
act as a safety valve when the volume is 
greatly increased in times of storm. The 
nature of these overflows, which usually 
spill directly into rivers and streams, is a 
subject which the committee will consider. 

The chairman is Mr. H. W. Coales, CBE, 
MC, MICE, deputy chief engineer of the 
Ministry of Housing, and the committee 
includes technical officers from Government 
departments, local authorities and River 
Boards, as well as consulting engineers. 
Those wishing to offer information of 
evidence should communicate with _ the 
Technical Secretary, Mr. J. W. M. Hawks- 
worth, MICE, at the Ministry of Housing, 
Whitehall, SW1. 


SUCCESSFUL IQS CANDIDATES 

The names of the successful candidates in 
the special test and professional examina: 
tions held during March by the Institute 
of Quantity Surveyors, 98, Gloucester-place, 
W1, have now been published. 
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CONTINUOUS BURNING FIRE 


A continuous-burning convector open fire 
with boiler is being marketed by the Allied 
Jronfounders, Ltd., 28, Brook-street, W1, and 
will provide full heating up to 2,500 cu. ft. 
(or full heating up to 1,750 cu. ft. and back- 
ground warmth by means of convected ail 
for other rooms) together with domestic 





hot water. Known as the “ Marvec,” it has 
a vitreous enamelled cast iron fire front 
and an adjustable fire back to restrict its 
throat and control the rate of ventilation. 
The boiler, which has a maximum maintain- 
able output of 9,000 BTU’s per hour, can 
be disconnected and removed through the 
front of the appliance for cleaning, and 4 
combined hook-on trivet and extension 1s 
available for overnight burning. The fire 
can be installed in conjunction with a wide 
range of surrounds, since it has no visible 
interior frame. 


BUILDING BOARD DATA 

To meet the demand for its first series of 
information leaflets, FIDOR (Fibre Build- 
ing Board Development Organisation, Ltd.) 
is now reprinting 200,000 copies of these 


before moving on to new titles. The four 
leaflets concerned are “New Doors for 
Old,’ “Brighten Up Your Kitchen,” 


“Modernise Your Bathroom” and “Some 
Domestic External Uses of Hardboard.” 
Copies may be obtained free of charge from 
47, Princes-gate, London, SW7. 


PRIMING BUILDING BOARDS 


A leaflet explaining the use of Carson’s 
Wallboard Primer has been produced by 
Walter Carson and Sons, Ltd., Lombard- 
toad, Battersea, SW11, with the co-opera- 
tion of the Fibre Building Board Develop- 
ment Organisation, Ltd. This primer/sealer 
is claimed to be suitable for priming all 
types of fibre building boards prior to 
painting. 


TOWER CRANE 


The Mark III tower crane made by the 
Wickham Engineering Co., 34, Victoria- 
street, SW1, is designed for a maximum 


capacity of 34 tons with a maximum height 
(under the hook) of 120 ft. The load with 
jib horizontal is 1 ton, and in this position 
the radius is 65 ft., with height under hook 
80 ft. The jib is of the fully luffing type, 
but an alternative jib can be provided giving 
a maximum radius of 52 ft. An auxiliary 
jib can be used for the unloading and posi- 
tioning of the main jib and the assembling 
and erection of other components. Pneu- 
matic-tyred road wheels enable the whole 
bogey and base section to be towed into 
position. The replacement of the road 
wheels by rail wheel assemblies is a simple 
process for which the auxiliary jib is used, 
and the crane is designed to negotiate curves 
of 13-ft. radius. 


PORTABLE CONVEYORS 


A new range of portable conveyors has 
been placed on the market by C. H. Johnson 
(Machinery), Ltd., Adswood, Stockport, 
Cheshire. These machines are light yet 
rigid and have large handling capacities. 
The largest in the range is the “ Hylo- 
Veyor,” a machine with a discharge height 
up to 30 ft. and capacities of up to 200 tons 
per hour on materials at 50 lb. per cu. ft. 
It can be supplied as a horizontal machine 
fitted with vertical steel flareplates. The 
““Loband” loader short centre band con- 
veyor is fitted with a flat hopper to take 
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the discharge direct from end tipping and 
telescopic lorries. It can be used in con- 
junction with the “ Hylo-Veyor ” and certain 
other conveyors. 


INSULATION BROCHURES 


An illustrated technical brochure has been 
produced by William Kenyon and Sons, Ltd., 
of Dukinfield, Cheshire, describing the use 
of the Vermiculite insulation manufactured 
by their subsidiary company, Meta Mica, 
Ltd., for roof and floor screeds, wall and 
ceiling plasters. 


SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


Almost coincident with their taking over 
a new model factory at Tangent Works, 
Harold Hill, Romford, Essex, Messrs. P. C. 
Henderson, Ltd., have produced a new 
catalogue (No. 55) of their sliding door gear. 
This gear; of uniformly high quality, is 
manufactured “for any door, partition or 
window that slides or folds,” and in addi- 
tion to supplying the home market an aver- 
age of 12 tons per week is exported to 
America, Europe and other parts of the 
world. The catalogue, which is complete 
with installation diagrams, will be found of 
permanent use by architects and builders, 
to 15,000 of whom copies are going out. A 
few additional copies are available on 
written application to the firm. 


REVISED HANDBOOK 


A new edition has been published of the 
““Cementone Handbook.” This latest edi- 
tion has been completely brought up to 
date, and contains details of further pro- 
ducts and methods of application. It can 
be used as a specification guide to the 





FRAMES OF EXTRUDED ALUMINIUM glazing sections were used in the reglazing 
of the roof of Leyton Public Baths, London, carried out recently under the direction of the 
Borough Engineer and Surveyor, Mr. H. D. Peake, AMICE. The work was executed by 
Aluminium Construction, Ltd., of Woking, in conjunction with the Development Division 
of Northern Aluminium Co., Ltd., and the sections were designed to carry 12-in.-square 
paving glasses, each weighing approximately 10 1b. The two main sizes of aluminiuna 
frame, weighing about 2 ewt. each, were designed and tested to carry in addition to their dead 
load a superimposed snow load of 30 Ib. per sq. ft., representing a snow-fall 2 ft. deep. 
The frames were sufficiently flexible to be shaped to the slight convex curve of the roof 
without preforming. 
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various “Cementone” products and con- 
tains general information on all forms of 
decorative treatments and on the colouring, 
hardening and waterproofing of cement or 
concrete. Copies, free of charge, from the 
publishers, Joseph Freeman, Sons & Co., 
Ltd., Cementone Works, Wandsworth, 
SWI8. 


NEW NEWSPAPER 


The first issue of “ Wareite News,” a 
four-page illustrated newspaper reviewing 
the applications of ‘ Wareite” decorative 
laminated plastics, has been published by 
Wareite, Ltd., 26, Grosvenor-gardens, SW1. 
Copies are now being distributed and future 
issues will be published every other month. 


PLASTERBOARD SIZES 
According to a statement issued by the 
Gypsum Building Products Association, 
there appears to be, in some quarters, a 
misconception that plasterboard is made in 
one standard size of 8 ft. by 4 ft. only. In 
fact, a wide range of sizes is available as 
follows :— 
Thickness 
in. 


Length Width 

Gypsum baseboard ft. in. ft. in. 
A plasterboard designed 2 6 
to be used asabasefor 2 8 
gypsum plaster 2 0 

6 





Gypsum lath 
A specialised plasterboard 3 6 
designed to be used as 4 0 Wer 3 
a base for gypsum 4 6 
plaster. zs 


Gypsum wallboard 

A dual purpose plaster- 6 0 
board. One side pre- 7 20 
pared as a base for 7 6| 3 0 
gypsum plasterandthe 8 0O 40 
other for direct recep- 8 6 | 
tion of decorative 9 0O 
medium such as paint, 


distemper, etc. 10 O 3 0 
Il O} 4 6 
12 0) 
These standard sizes are available in 


plain gypsum plasterboard or in insulating 
gypsum plasterboard, the latter having a 
brightly polished aluminium foil veneered 
to one side to give added thermal insula- 
tion. 


LEAD FOR SERVICE PIPES 


The Lead Sheet and Pipe Council, 
in association with the Lead Develop- 
ment Association, is to demonstrate at 
the International Water Exhibition—to 
be held at the Royal Horticultural 
Society’s New Hall, Vincent - square, 
London, SW1, from July 18 to 21—the use 
of lead and lead alloy pipe for underground 
water service pipes. The display will include 
a large-scale diagram of a lead communica- 
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tion pipe between water main and building. 
The range of the council’s publications will 
be shown. Technical officials of the council 
will be in attendance. 


INSULATION WOOL 


A long-fibred rock wool manufactured 
from igneous rock has been placed on the 
market by the Welsey Trading Co., 70, 
Hatherley-court, W2. Known as “ Basalan,” 
it is understood to be of high resilience, ten- 
sile strength and elasticity, and to settle less 
than normal insulating materials. It’ As 
claimed to be rotproof, odourless and of 
low thermal conductivity, and to withstand 
temperatures up to about 1800 deg. F. with- 


out sintering or lowering any of _ its 
qualities. ‘“ Basalan” is available in quilts 


and batts of various thicknesses, and can 
be supplied in mats without bonding. It is 
suitable for acoustic and thermal insulation, 
and the prevention of the formation of con- 
densation water. 


PLASTIC-FACED DOOR 


A new addition to the range of doors 
manufactured by F. Hills and Sons, Norton- 
road, Stockton-on-Tees, is the “ Aristocrat ” 
faced with patterned “ Durette” decorative 
plastic. Claimed to be smooth, hard- 
wearing, heat- and water-resistant, the door 
does not require any additional decorative 
treatment It is available in a choice of 
five colours—blue, green, pink, grey and 
buff, and is particularly suitable for kitchens, 
bathrooms, cafés and hospitals. ‘* Durette ” 
decorative plastic is also available bonded 
to Hill’s plywood for table tops and 
panelling. ; 


FRAME SCAFFOLDING 

A booklet on their unit frame scaffolding 
is now available from Kwikform, Ltd., 66, 
Victoria-street, SW1. This system of scaffold- 
ing is available in 4 ft. 6 ins. and 6 ft. lifts 
and is suitable for all classses of construc- 
tion. It is claimed that a saving of about 
70 per cent. on labour costs can be achieved 
with this system as compared with ordinary 
steel scaffolding and loose fittings. 


NON-EXPENDABLE FORMERS 

An accessory recently developed by the 
Ductube Co., Ltd., 1. Adelaide-street, 
Strand, WC2, for their “in situ” system 
of internal electrical installation is a re- 


movable ceiling box for moulding cavities 
in concrete slabs at lighting points. It is 
used so as to dispense with conduit boxes 
and 


thus eliminate isolated metal from 


THE LARGE PD 4 
crawler introduced by 
the Platypus Tractor Co. 
has a drawbar pull of 
12,000 /hs. and is pow- 
ered by a Perkins 51 hp 
diesel engine. Fitted 
with a hydraulic angle- 
dozer, the _ tractor’s 
angle-dozer has a blade 
width of 8 ft. 6 in., anda 
maximum lift above 
ground of 36 ins.; 12 
ins. being the maximum 
drop below ground. The 
world —concessionaires 
are Rotary Hoes, Ltd., 
of West Horndon, Essex. 
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FACTORY EXTENSION: Shown above 
is one of the 100 ft. laminated bowstring 
trusses being placed in position for an 
extension of the Stowmarket works of 
Stramit Boards, Ltd. The roof will have 
Stramit as decking and be weathered with 
mineralised felt over an asbestos liner, 


what is otherwise a fully insulated system, 
and is designed for unlimited re-use. 


PORTABLE POWER UNIT 


An all-purpose portable power unit has 
been produced by A. C. Morrison (Engin- 
eers), Ltd., of Loughborough. Known as 
the “Power Mule,” it can be used for 
operating pumps, elevators, hoists, winches, 
conveyors, compressers and stone-crushers, 
The prime mover of the unit is the Fordson 
Major industrial diesel engine, of the cold 
start, direct injection type, with tropical 
radiator cooling. Electric starting is pro- 
vided and the base is of the skid type, 
fabricated of steel. The canopy is of pre- 
stressed steel, finished in blue enamel. 
Running under full load at 1,500 rpm., the 
“Power Mule” is understood to consume 
1.68 gallons of fuel per hour 
EMERGENCY LIGHTING 

Designed as an inexpensive alternative to 
non-electric emergency lighting in small 
buildings, a series of self-contained emer- 
gency lighting sets, type JF, has been added 
to the “Keepalite” range produced by 
Chloride Batteries, Ltd., of Clifton Junction, 
Swinton, Manchester. The new equipment 
fully conforms with Home Office and Cine- 
matograph Regulations, and of the four sizes 
available, the “ Keepalite” JF63 and JF64 
operate at 12 volts and the JF123 and JF124 
at 24 volts. The emergency load supplied 
by each for a maximum period of three 
hours amounts to 86w, 120w, 172w and 
240w, respectively. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
Changes in Export Licensing Control 

CHANGES in export licensing control are 
made by a Board of Trade Order which 
came into force on July 1. 

The principal change affecting the build- 
ing industry is that licences are not now 
required (except for exports to China, 
Macao, Tibet and North Viet Nam) for 
the export of a number of goods, including 
angledozer and _ bulldozer attachments, 
graders and elevating graders and certain 
track-laying tractors. 

The Order is the Export of Goods (Con- 
trol) (Amendment) Order, 1955 (SI No. 984) 
{HMSO, price 4d.). 
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Modern Party 


THE BUILDER 


Wall Problems 


A TALK TO CLERKS OF WORKS 


THE railway strike reduced the number 

of people attending a meeting of the 
Institute of Clerks of Works of Great 
Britain, which was held at the RIBA 
headquarters on June 8, but it in no way 
depressed the spirits of those who 
attended, nor did it lower the interest 
taken in the proceedings. The guest 
chairman was Mr. C. S. White, FRIBA, 
who introduced the speaker, Mr. F. J. 
Fisher, DCM, MIStructE. The subject 
of Mr. Fisher’s lecture was “ Modern 
Party Wall Problems.” 

Mr. FISHER said he was daily con- 
fronted with new problems connected 
with party walls. He wished to emphasise 
that every point raised in his proposed 
talk was based upon his own personal 
opinion and not that of any local 
authority or any other technical or pro- 
fessional institution. Since the enemy 
bombing it had been his unfortunate 
job to demolish many buildings, leaving 
exposed party walls standing up without 
shores or other support. He was con- 
stantly in contact with the Georgian 
party wall standing on gravel or cement 
but without footings or foundations. 
Where shores had been in existence for 
many years they had rotted at’the base. 
He suggested that any shore left in 
London without proper maintenance for 
10 years was of doubtful quality, and 
in any case wartime shoring was of a 
very light character in comparison with 
properly designed baulk timber shores. 


Mr. Fisher read the definitions of 
“Party Wall” set out in the London 
Building Act of 1930, and in the Building 
Acts Amendment Act of 1939. As to the 
size of a party wall, its length was from 
end to end of both buildings using it, 
including that portion of the front and 
back walls. Its width was its total thick- 
ness, however much this might have been 
increased by adding extra skin walls at 
various times. Its texiure was that of 
bricks or blocks; it might be of any 
colour and it was used to separate 
buildings. 


THE FIRST ENACTMENT 


The history of buildings in Europe and 
America was bound up with the use of 
party walls. In this country the first 
definite enactment was in the Act for the 
tebuilding of London after the fire of 
1666. Among the provisions of that Act 
was one requiring the City Corporation 
to appoint surveyors to see that its pro- 
visions were carried out. Among those 
provisions was one_ which _ stated: 
“There shall be party walls and party 
piers, set out equally on each builder’s 
ground, to be built up by the first be- 
ginner of such buildings; and that con- 
venient toothing be left in the front wall 
by the said first builder for the better 
joining of the next house that shall be 
built to the same; (2) and that no man 
be permitted by the said surveyors to 
build on the said party wall, or on his 
Own contiguous ground, until he hath 
fully reimbursed the said first builder the 
full moiety of the charges of the said 


party wall and pier together with 6 per 
cent. interest running from the beginning 
of the first building.” 

Other sections of the Act provided for 
such matters as the thickness of the party 
wall in various types of buildings. 

French and Dutch law allowed for 
party walls. Under Irish Free State law 
party walls had been discontinued since 
1922. The use of party walls was general 
throughout the United States, but was 
not subject to Federal law. 

Coming to modern problems in this 
country, Mr. Fisher said that prior to 
the bomb damage done in the last war, 
party walls were always treated with re- 
spect before the demolition of any ad- 
jacent building. Shoring was erected, 
levels taken and investigations made. 
Underpinning was often carried out 
before the support was removed. But 
demolition of buildings following war 
damage did not give opportunity for such 
consideration. Walls of high structures 
were left exposed without shoring or 
other lateral support. The exposed brick- 
work was rendered, often hiding struc- 
tural defects, cracked brickwork and 
rotted bond timbers. Chimney breast 
openings were bricked in with 44-in. un- 
bonded brickwork merely to provide a 
basis for rendering. 


UNDERPINNING 


Prior to 1925 it had been rare for any 
party wall adjacent to a new site to be 
entirely rebuilt. Walls would be: thick- 
ened with skins after normal underpin- 
ning, and raised to enormous heights 
above the old work without Jet or hind- 
rance; but then the failure of a very high 
party wall had brought a change, and 
nowadays the existence of the old party 
wall was almost ignored, and the new 
building, where possible, was enclosed 
on all four sides with new construction 
formed of reinforced concrete or steel 
frame. 

This raised questions of great import- 
ance. Under present practice, provided 
both parties agreed as regards cost and 
compensation, party walls could be (a) 
underpinned, (b) repaired, loaded, 
altered and cut into, (c) thickened, (d) 
raised, (e) lowered and even rebuilt, (f) 
they could be depleted of projecting 
chimney breasts. In London this prac- 
tice was governed by means of the 
normal architectural machinery of the 
serving of party wall notices with neces- 
sary arbitration safeguards. Shoring by 
means of rakers and flyers could be 
placed in position against an exposed 
party wall; in this case it would be ad- 
visable for party wall notices to be given 
informally if not by proper written 
notice. 

Modern shoring might be by means 
of (a) reinforced concrete or brick but- 
tresses, (b) old-fashioned timber for 
rakers or flyers—timber was no longer 
in short supply—(c) tubular steel by 
means of rakers and flyers up to 55 ft. 
span. In this case it was not advisable 
that there should be a camber less than 
3 in. 
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No type of load-driven piles or sheet 
piles could be driven against an old 
party wall without grave risk of dis- 
turbance. 

Piling against and below the base of 
existing party walls by means of pressure 
piles was now becoming normal practice. 
He (Mr. Fisher) was of the opinion that 
such work required the approval of the 
adjoining owner. 


SOME CONSIDERATIONS 


Mr. Fisher gave the following list of 

points to be considered when works were 
contemplated against and in conjunction 
with an existing party wall: 
_ “ (1) Removal of chimney breasts sub- 
ject, of course, to the district surveyor’s 
certificate. He has power of refusal. 
Examination of wall on both sides is 
important. (2) Stripping essential spots 
to prove defects and type and strength 
of brickwork. Old lime brickwork, as a 
rule, is three tons per square foot value. 
The loading on old lime brickwork 
— not exceed three tons per square 
oot. 

(3) Plumbing, including returned 
ends. (4) Trial holes. These generally 
prove inadequacy of existing foundation. 
(5) Photography to prove existence of de- 
fects in adjacent property and party wall 
before work commences and a schedule 
of conditions made even if it is not 
intended to directly interfere with the 
old wall. 

(6) A careful survey should be made 
to prove the possibility of utilising the 
old wall in its present state subject to 
underpinning, thickening and strengthen- 
ing. (7) If it is considered necessary to 
erect a new external wall of calculated 
thickness, or Building Act thickness, on 
the exposed side of the existing party 
wall, foundations spread on one side of 
the new wall can be omitted provided that 
both walls stand on a base the same level. 
Note: As the existing walls generally 
stand on made-up ground, this solution 
is normally impracticable without under- 
pinning.” 

Underpinning, said Mr. Fisher, was a 
very difficult subject. Normally, under- 
pinning was carried out by two main 
methods: one was mass concrete with 
pinning done by ramming 3 in. or 4 in. 
of damp mix underneath existing work. 
The other was brickwork on mass con- 
crete pinned up with slate or stiff rammed 
cement joint. He expressed his view 
that slates were found unsatisfactory on 
back edge. Another method was by the 
use of wedged brickwork. In all cases 
foundations for underpinning must be 
on solid ground, as the underpinning 
acted as a wedge. 

With regard to cantilever foundations 
in relation to adjacent party wall founda- 
tions, Mr. Fisher gave the following 
advice: 

“*(a) Three inches of blinding concrete 
at least must be above the base of the 
existing wall. (b) Concrete to founda- 
tions of cantilever, whether steel or rein- 
forced concrete, cannot be inserted in 
large quantities in area if there is any 
chance of the party wall sliding. This 
is one of the most important points to 
consider. 

“(c) If piling is suggested it cannot be 
used by means of vibratory drivers. (d) 
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Pressure pile tops should be a minimum 
of 1 ft. above the line or level of the 
adjacent party wall foundation. (e) Ad- 
joining owner may demand that the top 
10 ft. of pressure piling should be driven 
through the ground adjacent to the party 
wall by means of hand augers. (f) All 
cantilever beams should have a gap of 
3 in. on the underside of the end bear- 
ing against the party wall.” 

Among other points made in this 
lecture was one that chimney breasts 
could be raised to form stacks, provided 
that the brickwork below was adequate 
for the purpose. In cases of doubt it was 
possible to raise. certain portions of 
chimney stacks above the existing para- 
pet line provided that the brickwork of 
such raised portions was supported on 
properly designed cantilever corbels sup- 
ported on the new frames. If stacks 
were raised by means of galvanised iron 
flue pipes the question of future main- 
tenance was one of great importance. 

Lateral ties to existing party walls were 
generally insufficient because floors were 
supported from front to back of build- 
ings. In any case, woodwork must not 
be taken into a party wall. In high 
Georgian-type buildings the existence of 
adjacent staircases prevented lateral ties 
of any sort, sometimes for a height of 
30 ft. Lift supports at high level should 
not be taken into any part of a party 
wall where flues abounded. 

Framed structures should be designed 
against party walls with _ sufficient 
strength to support 9 in. panel walls so 
that these could become external walls 
if the party wall were taken away. 

As to raising on a party wall, Mr. 
Fisher said it could be done provided 
that: “ (1) It is thick enough under the 
schedule of thicknesses laid down in the 
Building Act. (2) It is strong enough to 
support any new point loads. (3) There 
is a proper foundation. (4) Bricks or 
blocks are used.” 

Mr. Fisher added that some authorities 
agreed that it was legally possible to raise 
an extended cantilevered steel frame on 
one side of the centre line of the party 
wall and construct within this frame the 
normal panel brickwork. For this to be 
done both owners must agree, and no 
part of the load should rest upon the old 
wall. 


HOUSING AND OPEN SPACES 
Statement by President, NFBTE 


Mr. Harvey G. Frost, OBE, president 
of the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, speaking at the half- 
yearly meeting of the North-Western 
Federation, held at the headquarters of the 
Manchester Association, BTE, 2, Conyng- 
ham-road, Victoria Park, Manchester, on 
July 6, said: “ As a countryman and a lover 
of the countryside I agree with the policy 
for the preservation of green beHs around 
our cities and towns, but both the Govern- 
ment and the local authorities must take 
into account the requirements of those who 
have to live reasonably near their work. 
Builders cannot provide houses unless sites 
are available, and it is therefore essential 
for a fair balance to be maintained between 
the competing needs for houses and for 
open spaces.” 
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Building “ Price Rings”’ 


LOCAL AUTHORITIES’ VIEWS 


HE allegation (based on evidence sup- 

plied by 20 local authorities) that price 

rings control the cost of a wide range of 

building materials, was discussed by a depu- 

tation from the Association of Municipal 

Corporations and officials of the Board of 
Trade on July 5. 

A report on the subject which was approved 
by the council of the association at the end 
of April recommended such an approach to 
the Board of Trade without implying any 
form of criticism of the suppliers concerned; 
it was for the Monopolies Commission, the 
report added, to decide whether the profit 
margin in any instance was too high. 

After the BoT meeting an agreed statement 
said that there had been a friendly and use- 
ful discussion on the report in the light of 
the Government’s decision to refer to the 
Monopolies Commission the general question 
of common price agreements, level tendering, 
and similar practices. The AMC deputa- 
tion included the Birmingham city engineer, 
Sir Herbert Manzoni; Alderman Graham 
Brown, of Guildford; the town clerk of 
Hornsey, Mr. H. Bedale; and the secretary of 
the Association of Municipal Corporations, 
Mr. G. H. Banwell. 


TENDERING PROCEDURE 


The report on tendering procedure pre- 
pared by the AMC’s general purposes com- 
mittee, which was submitted to the Associa- 
tion on July 7, replies to that made public 
in March last year by a joint committee set 
up by the RIBA. This joint committee re- 
commended that the practice of selective 
tendering should be universally adopted. 

The Association’s attitude, on the contrary, 
is almost directly opposed to that of the joint 
committee, favouring open competitive or 
‘‘ indiscriminate” tendering, with selective 
tendering as the exception, not the rule. 


In their report the Association’s general 
purposes committee outline the conclusions 
reached on this subject by the Simon Com- 
mittee and the Girdwood Committee—both 
of which, with certain reservations, favoured 
open competition—and refer also to the in- 
quiry made by a working party headed by 
Sir Thomas W. Phillips. The following ex- 
tract is taken from the report: — 


It may be said, therefore, that the Asso- 
ciation’s view has been that for ordinary 
housing work open competitive tendering 
should be adopted, but that selective tender- 
ing may be desirable for large or specialised 
jobs where only a limited number of con- 
tractors have the requisite resources and 
experience. This view accords with the 
model standing orders with respect to con- 
tracts drawn up by the Minister of Health 


in 1934, and which are still basically 
unchanged. It is obligatory upon local 
authorities under s. 266 of the LG. 


Act, 1933, to make such standing orders, 
and most authorities have adopted the Min- 
istry’s model. 

Compliance with the procedure outlined 
in the model is further secured by the 
requirements of the Ministry when applica- 
tion is made for consent to loan. Normally 
the Ministry expect to be informed that ten- 


ders have been publicly invited in the usuaj 
way and to be satisfied that the acceptance 
of a tender other than the lowest has beep 
fully considered by the council and is pro. 
perly justifiable. 

After the report of the joint committee 
was published in March, 1954, it was dis. 
cussed at the request of the Ministry of 
Housing and L.G. with officers of that 
department at a meeting at which repre. 
sentatives of all the Associations of local 
authorities and of the LCC and the MBSJc 
were present. The Association’s preference 
for open tendering was made clear, with the 
proviso that it should be left in the discretion 
of individual local authorities to adopt other 
methods where they thought fit; it was bet. 
ter that this, the existing, state of affairs 
should continue rather than that the Ministry 
should attempt to advocate or insist upon 
one procedure for tendering rather than 
another. The Association’s views were up: 
held in that spokesmen for the Ministry 
made it clear that tendering procedure was, 
in the Minister’s view, primarily a matter for 
the local authority to settle. 


MINISTERIAL ATTITUDES 


A clear distinction shows itself between 
the attitude of the Ministry of Works and 
the Ministry of Health/Housing in this mat- 
ter over a period of years. (The attitude 
of the Ministry of Works is, doubtless, 
influenced by the fact that they are the 
principal employers of building contractors 
on behalf of the central Government, and 
that many of the works for which they are 
responsible involve specialist work for which 
selective tendering may be the most appro- 
priate.) 

The Simon and Phillips Committees were 
both appointed by the Ministry of Works, 
and in each case there was a cher pre- 
ponderance of members associated with the 
building industry either professionally 
(architects, surveyors, engineers, etc.) or by 
connection with organisations of employers 
or employees in the industry. The Gird- 
wood Committee, appointed by the Ministry 
of Health, was very much smaller, but of 
its five members only one appears to have 
had the same “vested interest ’—a Fellow 
of the RIBA. 

A further contrast in the methods of the 
two Ministries is that the Health Ministry 
have acted in a way calculated to gain the 
Association’s confidence, while the Ministry 
of Works, in this last instance, commended 
the setting up of a committee under the 
zgis of an interested party, the RIBA, when 
it must well have been known that the pro- 
fessional organisations and the local govern- 
ment Associations have not been in agree- 
ment on the subjects covered by the terms 
of reference. In addition to their promotion 
of the committee on tendering procedure, 
the Ministry of Works recently set up an 
interdepartmental Working Party on reten- 
tion moneys on building and civil engineer 
ing contracts, and took evidence from con- 


tractors and employers, but not from the 


local authority Associations. 
Members of the Association have asked 


whether it is the intention of the Association 
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to make observations on the report of the 
joint committee on tendering procedure, and 
these paragraphs, together with the appen- 
dix, are written primarily with the’ object 
of satisfying this request. On the joint 
committee’s own figure local authorities are 
responsible for the placing of contracts of 
some 35 per cent. of all buiiding work. It 
is clear, therefore, that authorities have it 
in their power to use the system of tendering 
which suits them and the public interest best. 


What are the criteria which should deter- 
mine the system to be adopted? The par- 
ticular interests of the building industry as 
such have to be taken into consideration, 
because the efficiency of the industry is a 
matter of public concern. The joint com- 
mittee believe that “indiscriminate tender- 
ing throws upon the industry an unnecessary 
burden of time, effort and expense in the 
preparation of tenders ”; but open tendering 
need not be “ indiscriminate ”"—a well drawn 
advertisement inviting tenders has, of itself, 
a properly selective effect, as should also 
have the formal invitation to tender. 


ADMINISTRATIVE WORK 


That open tendering does place a burden 
of administrative werk upon a large num- 
ber of contractors is, of course, true, but the 
question is whether the burden is an unneces? 
sary one. It is surely better that unproduc- 
tive expense of this kind should be incurred 
than that suspicions should arise—ill- 
founded though they may be—that inclusion 
in a select list is to be obtained by under- 
hand or corrupt methods. It is not so many 
years ago since local government was open 
to abuses of this kind, and the general adop- 
tion of open tendering has been material 
in putting them down. The first criterion 
is, therefore, the prornetion of integrity and 
impartiality in local administration by the 
use of a procedure under which opportuni- 
ties for corrupt practices do not arise. 


The second criterion is efficiency in build- 
ing—sound work at economical prices. The 
joint committee believe that open tendering 
leads to bad building—the implication surely 
being that authorities are not capable of 
discriminating properly between the tenders 
they receive on the advice of their technical 
experts. Even if this is true of some authori- 
ties, the answer lies clearly in the homely 
phrase ‘“‘ once bitten, twice shy.” 

If the competitive system is allowed to 
work unimpeded by restrictive agreements 
within the industry, the inefficient builder 
will soon be out of business. Selective 
tendering, on the other hand, creates a state 
of affairs in which mutual protection 
arrangements can flourish, to the detriment 
of the pubtic interest, by the formation of 
price-rings and “ gentlemen’s agreements ”; 
it also puts an obstacle in the way of the 
growth of small, thriving, efficient concerns 
—which have invariably been the parents of 
modern large scale industrial enterprise. 


The procedure at present generally 
adopted by local authorities may indeed be 
open to criticism in some respects; neverthe- 
less, it has, en the whole, worked very well. 
Some authorities, in some circumstances, 
may prefer to adopt selective tendering and, 
indeed, now do so with the approval of the 
appropriate Ministry, but, for the reasons 
set out above, this method should surely, in 











the opinion of the Association, be regarded 
as the exception, not the rule. 
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FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 


Other recommendations of the joint com- 
mittee, with comments:— 

1. A recommendation is made against pay- 
ment for the cost of preparing tenders. This 
is sound: if a charge is made then obviously 
the contractor, in effect, adds it to his tender. 

2. Set out third in the summary of recom- 
mendations is a note of the types of contract 
considered desirable for the various classes 
of work. The majority of these recommenda- 
tions are, in fact, in line with the practice 
adopted fairly generally, and there is no 
particular criticism of them. 

3. The joint committee recommend that 
steps should be taken to consider the ulti- 
mate abolition of fluctuation clauses in cen- 
tracts. The Association have themselves ex- 
pressed the view that fluctuation clauses 
should not become a permanent feature of 
contracts, but, only recently, suggested that 
the time had hardly arrived when they could 
consider recommending the abolition of 
these clauses. It is a growing practice not 
to insert a fluctuation clause where the con- 
tract is for the supply of materials not ex- 
ceeding in value a figure of, say, £3,000, or 
for the execution of work within a limited 
period, e.g., six months. 

4. The joint committee recommend “ the 
maximum degree of planning in advance 
should be adopted whenever possible.” 
Various committees in the past have dealt 
with this subject, notably the Simon Com- 
mittee. Now that there is a growing relaxa- 
tion of restrictions and control by the 
Government, local authorities are, in fact, 
better able to plan their programmes in 
advance. 

5. A number of recommendations (in 
paras. 39/43 of the report) deal with the 
willingness of contractors to submit a tender 
in cases of selective tendering, and with a 
limitation upon the numbers of tenders in- 
vited. In cases where local authorities do 
use the method of selective tendering these 
considerations are no doubt applied. The 
joint committee give a schedule of ratios 
between the number of tenders and the cost 
of works (which schedule the Ministry of 
Works use) and which they suggest might be 
followed generally. As stated in the body of 
this memorandum, this is essentially a 
matfer for local discretion. 

6. The joint committee criticise the in- 
sufficient time allowed to contractors and 
suggest that they should have a minimum of 
21 days after receipt of the tender forms in 
which to lodge their tender. This again de- 
pends to a great extent upon the nature of 
the work and the type of contractor likely to 
tender. No evidence is produced by the 
joint committee that local authorities act 
unreasonably in this matter. 


QUICK ACCEPTANCE 


7. The joint committee consider that the 
results of tendering should be notified 
immediately to contractors and that tenders 
should be accepted without unreasonable 
delay. It is in the interests of local authori- 
ties that tenders should be accepted quickly 
and there is no evidence that this is not, in 
fact, done. Indeed, local authorities generally 
notify both the successful tenderer and the 
unsuccessful tenderers as soon as possible. 
In some cases the necessity of obtaining 
Ministry approval may delay formal accept- 
ance of a tender. 
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Sometimes, particularly in the case of the 
larger jobs, a complete list of the tenders is 
published and also sent to tenderers; in 
other cases, the unsuccessful tenderers are 
informed that their tender has not been 
accepted; they may, or may not, be also 
told the name of the successful tenderer. 
This matter has been considered in the past 
by the Association and again is felt to be 
one for local decision. There is no evidence 
that the existing practice of local authorities 
in this matter is wanting in consideration for 
the contractor. 


8. As regards sub-contracts, the joint com- 
mittee emphasise the principle enunciated in 
the Simon Report. They say that the con- 
tractor should be in full control of all sub- 
contracts, and that the intentions of the con- 
tract as regards nominated sub-contracts 
should be made known to the main contrac- 
tor as early as possible. From this the 
Association do not dissent; it is considered 
to be the normal practice. 


9. The joint committee finally recommend 
the establishment of a joint consultative 
committee composed of representatives of 
their own constituent bodies “to keep these 
problems under continuous review.” The 
joint consultative committee would make 
periodic statements to the Press, and would 
devote its attention to outstanding problems, 
“including that of closer co-operation with 
representatives of the Associations of local 
authorities.” 


The joint committee report that these 
recommendations have been accepted by 
their parent bodies and that arrangements 
are to be made to set up regional and local 
organisations in order that interest around 
the country may be stimulated and main- 
tained. 


CRICKET 


RIBA v. AA 


Tue RIBA Cricket XI played the AA on 
June 15, at Elstree, the AA winning by 
86 runs. Roy Case, the AA captain, had 
a day out, scoring 64 and taking four 
wickets for 24, Gibson taking 5 of the 
remainder for 18. For the RIBA C. A. R. 
Norton took 4 for 35, and D. le M. Brock 
scored 23 not out. 


LMBA Lose to Blue Circle 


Tue LMBA sent a cricket and a bowling 
team to Bromley recently to play their 
annual matches against the Blue Circle Club. 

In the cricket match, Blue Circle won 
the toss and put the LMBA in. The first 
three batsmen collected 118 runs, but the 
next five wickets fell for an additional 70 
runs. The LMBA declared at 180 for 9, 
which left the Blue Circle two and a quarter 
hours to bat. 

Blue Circle started off well, and were 
121 before the first wicket fell. The next 
five wickets produced 38 runs, making the 
score 159. Blue Circle still needed 22 to 
win, with 20 minutes to go. In an exciting 
finish they managed to score the runs with 
three minutes to spare. 

At bowls the LMBA, captained by Mr. 
R. F. Mansell, lost by eight ends. Scores: 
LMBA 55, Blue Circle 63. 

The LMBA’s last cricket match of the 
season—against the Eastern Federation— 
took place at Brondesbury on July 6. 
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AS FROM APRIL 18, 1955. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 
FP sven mien KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. on. Grade, 
Le, seeabeessoueexs : 3 
Aberdare 2" oA. Grade Classification. A Al A2 A3 Shrewsbury M.B, nN T 
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For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 122. 
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CURRENT PRICES 6) 2 MATERIALS 


HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 
for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchants’ warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 
£-<¢: ¢& 

Pit Ballast ce ane eee ine ven eos ©6per yd. 1 4 6 
Pit Sand : Peek ice fae ey re a 4 2 ii 
Washed Sand . sea ase dca ous _ pa xa 
jin. Shingle... «ts ane aa ae aaa ps 2 2 3 
din. Broken Brick... xa dea <3 “as ve 1.o'¢ 
Pan Breeze a wae re i 10 3 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag ‘Aggregate eee +. per ton Ss -@ § 

2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 
CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 

tion delivered Charing Cross area. 

6-ton loads and upwards, site... aus ... per ton 416 6 

1 to 6 tons, site ie ca $ & 6 
Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads and up- 

wards to site me re aa 5 4 6 

lto6tons do. site a $16 6 


Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots wee a 618 0 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to sae 9d. hal ton. 
White Portland Cement cen 12 17 0 


Under 1 ton . . per cwt. 15 4 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards per ton 69 0 


Super Cement (Waterproof > 32s. 6d. per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 
(l-ton loads and upwards Ss). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 


ous cement, 6-ton lots and up Pr 14 0 9 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, 

London <i 6 8 9 
Moler Mortar Powder for Flue Bricks (London 

sites) percwt. 110 0 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks... wae ste see os per 1,000 1! 17 0 
Second Hard Stocks ... re ne ea ee a 10 16 O 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt)... wa exe oa - SEG 
Mild Stocks... a 8 16 6 


All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 

2} in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 


District Commons a ‘ ‘s oe 513 @ 
Cellular do. aa ae alee aes aaa a Sis ¢ 
Keyed do. wee ana exe “és ree fe Sis @ 
Rustics ap PPA ues “ee sige ae aa 618 0 
Cellular Rustics ... po aks re cas pe 618 0 
Single Bullnose do. oes ses aes ae ‘a 613 0 
Sandfaced ... er a 713 0 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations)... et a 25 16 6 
Do. Bullnose (London Stations) . ne ie 26 10 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . aaa ace a ZS. @ 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) de wan Es 10 3 O 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites) _.. a ee 
‘ial Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London ‘sites) . “ 714 0 

2} in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 
stations) ste é pe 246 G 3 
3in. do. — (London stations) — a Ron Be 31 12 0 
iti in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) . ne 36 0 O 

2¢ in. Machine -made Sandfaced Red ’Facings 
(London sites) a 14 4 6 

2} in. Machine-made Mult Red Facings (London 
sites) PS 14 13 6 








£ «¢ 
2§ in. Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
sites) .. a 14 11 0O 
2 in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi- -Colour Facings 
(London sites) a 1415 6 
Hand-made Sandfaced ‘Cherry Red Facings. Berk- 
shire district (London sites) ca 24 17 5 6 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings. 
Berkshire district (London sites) 3 os 78 6 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London sites) per1,000 41 10 0 
§ in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London sites) mm 13 6 O 
$ in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London sites) ps 1418 0 
Glazed Bricks (London Sites), White, Ivory, Brown— 
Stretchers... : a 64 0 0 
Headers ‘ a a 63 0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and 44 in. Flats" a” 80 0 0 
Double Stretchers ... “ - a 85 0 0 
Double Headers * 7710 O 
One side and two ends “a 87 0 0 
Two sides and one end a 89 10 O 
Splays and Squints isa a 83 0 0 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 174% for Best quality and 
plus 174% less 10% for Second quality. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLLow CLay PartTITION BLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum 
lorry loads. 
¢-3 ae ian oe 140 yds. , — yd. sup. 44 
ww?) di eee PEP <a 140 yds. a 47 
<<) — ter 120 yds. a2 5 4 
BUILDING BLOCKS (Keyed) 
*4 in. (6 cavity) pe yds. 6 9 
6 in. (83” x 53”) wax . Dena Blocks . per 1 "000 26 6 O 
*Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 
2 Gs aaa wa 100 yds. ... per yd. sup. a , 
DR cnc, se 85 yds. ; ia 42 
oh ee saa pee 75 yds. a 5 i@ 
4in. ... ee saa 55 yds. pis 6 2 
CRANHAM 
2 in. sik = 6 8 
2} in. 2 7 4 
; - a 8 7 
a a3 10 7 
4 i Load bearing quality : = ll 8 
MOLER PARTITION enn 
ye a oa 150 yds. _ 15 6 
pt ee aa a 120 yds. ee 15 9 
Sie ase am =a 100 yds. 16 0 
Gi << dag poe 90 yds. a 19 0 
THERMALITE PARTITION ean 
7. ws aa 120 yds. es 6 ll 
Teaeneanets LOADBEARING Semen BLOCKS 
Jim «<- 33 yds. cus - 8 3% 
me <.- ae eee 75 yds. sa 10 9 
SMS. “ss aaa ais 60 yds. on 5 ee 
Gi: ... was ave 50 yds. e 16 1% 
3 ae wea can 37% yds. a 1 1 6 
Se as ae 33 yds. a 1 4 3 
Sinn BLOCKS AND FILLER oe 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. ~~ 12 in. delivered in full 
lorry-loads .. he saa _- 1,000 33 6 O 
4 in. @O. <s ee 35 14 0 
5 in. an a 42 10 0 
6 in. doe... a 4717 0 
; - om a a 58 8 0 
68 9 O 
10" . 3" x “ Filler Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles per 1, 000 multiples 56 = 0 
12” x 3” x?” do. do. a a 64 10 0 
10” x 4” x 3” do. do. a ES 71 0 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 


Over 100 Pieces 


Over 2 tons under 2 tons under 2 tons 
Best Quality +773% +107 +1173% 
B.S.S. Best do. +10% +74 % +10% +107} % +10% +117 
Tested Quality 43744774 % +374° Yo + 107% % +373 +147 
B.S.S. Tested do. +474%—774% +474%+ 1073 ° +4742 6+117 


Under 100 Pieces 


+% 
+ 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc.—continued 


THE BUILDER 


ae Pe 
3 in. —_ Drain — sale 12 in. wigndl .. per 1,000 11 3 6 
4 in. do. : RA 14 14 6 
DAMP COURSE 
Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. rolls 
cut to wall widths in lots of £6 _— and over 
delivered London area 54 ... per yd. sup. <i 
Asbestos base ditto 7 Ib. per yd. sup. do. do. me > 0 
Lead lined bitumen ditto 9} Ib. per yd. sup. . do. ne 11. 3 
18 in. x9 in. British damp course slates --. per 1,000 38 6-0 
14 in. x9 in. do One Ee ; a 29 11 O 
9 in. x9 in. do. do. ie 18 2-6 
18 in. x 44 in. do. do. a 17 15 6 
14 in. x 44 in. do. do. 5s 14 1 9 
9 in. x 44 in. do. do. ne 9 7 6 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 
Monks Park . per ft. cube 8 0 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground — e 9 0 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered a area ,, 8 9 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area = es 3 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region i ee - 8 33 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9 in. X 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, anaes “ 
stooled cills ee cube 3 10 8 
12 in. x 6 in. do. do. 3 Py 210 6 
12 in. x 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated aa Me 119 0 
12in. xX 3 in. Weathered = twice throated coping _,, 242 70 
14 in. X 6 in. do. see - 27 #8 
44 in. X Yin. Plinth, sanien on top and face ... 22 9 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes . per ft. sup. 7 6 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork perft.cubel] 5 9 
Do. do. fair one edge for fair faced 
brickwork cue oa Sag ae aoe 110 6 
Hard York— 
12in. x 2in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 9 0 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on ~ 
and front .. perft.cube2 8 O 
12 in. x 6in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front .. = 22 0 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. 8 6 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes per yd.sup.2 19 3 
TILES AND PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern _ from 
Lincolnshire district P Bee ; 29 8 0 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district 49 18 0 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 58 13 6 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district 13 18 9 
Machine-made 104 x 64 Staffordshire district aS i 3 9 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. Ses ae 110 0 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. ... soe ee 1 8 0 
Concrete tiles 104 x 6} = as on sae 714 6 
do. Interlocking (49S) a sip 18 9 6 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
SLATES 
~~ uality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
aid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
t ,000 — 
24 x 12 os 124 17 4 
a2 Xx 4z 103 13 8 
ae % ti 93 13.6 
20 x 12 88 9 0 
20 x 10 Sz Tf 9 
18 x 10 : 59 12 9 
18 x 9 52 14 6 
16 x 10 es 49 1 3 
16x 8 = a cee see sce so ae as 3 "8 
Norte.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality Ex. “— per standard £110 to £130 
Carcassing quality eS £98 to £102 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring ac ‘ £108 0 0 
Hardwood— f 
Mahogany—African S.E. do. per ft. cube 1 10 0 
do. Honduras do. do. Fo 3 35 0 
Oak European do. do. i 2 5 0 
do. Japanese do. see do. am 210 0 
do. English Logs sawn ... do. a Lt. 8 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. . do. ae s So 
Walnut African Logs sawn .. do. Hg 1. $8 











DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
Delivered London area. 


1} in. 4 Horizontal ae _—— 4 in. deal 


2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 eee ; each 
2ht..3'm. <6 ft. 6 . “ ae ae “es 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ... sig sé see of 
2%. Sin. < Ott. Gin: ... pes ee Ks 
2 in. do. but top panel ryag Pattern 4 x G in deal 
ZAtGHn: XO 18.10 In. «. a ay one + 
2 it. 9 in. x i6ft. . ae is aa eA 
2 in. Panel, top panel open. ‘Pattern 2 x G in deal 
Zit. 6 in. X 6 ft. 6 in. ... cae ree axe a 


Zit. Din. X64. Gin: ... ant ve ass me 


SUNDRIES 


Delivered London area. 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 


quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) . per yd. 
14 in. do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) ... os x 
2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) ... oe +s 
2} in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) ... aCe a 
3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) . me 


Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per 3 in. of thickness. 
4 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 


per 100 sq. ft. 
tin. ee vo see oe roe me ees Be 
; in. ai 5 
is. in. itesen Flat Building § Sheets” . per yd. sup. 
din. do. ote nee we 
Roofing Felt, 1l-ply... pe pe ae see we 
do. 2-ply MS Sie are me 
Best Scotch Glué ‘in slabs . per $ cwt. 
do. pearl ows is 
Croid Glue... one ee Ae 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton Tots) , . per ton 
do. 4in. and up (l-ton lots) . ne - 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) aes eo. per cwt. 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) ae aes ee 
METALS 
StTeeL Joists, Etc. 
Basis Joists— 


6in. X Sin.,8in. X S5in., 8 in. X 6in., 10in. x 6in. 
12 in. x 6 in. ~_— cut to den delivered London 


area . per ton 
Extra for sizes 

3m. X igm.. 44n.-x Ifin. .5 oie soe e 

3m. X 3m. ee ee aS eae eee me 

4in. < 3in.,  104n; <X 4) ine ...- eee ga me 

Sin. X 2630., Sw. xX Sa aoe Sie wt Re 

4} in. x 1} in. ss re Sos eee ose 

Sin. x 44 in Tin. X 3tin. 13 in. x Sin. ...per ton 
6in. X 3 in, 24 in. X 7} in. oe as pea 
6 in. x 44 in. 7in. X 4 in. SD. XM oe 
9 in. X 4 in. 10 in. x 5 in. ae 

12 in. X 5 in. 22m. 7 an. wae 

9in. x 7 in. 10 in. X 8 in. 12 in. x 8 in. 

14 in. x 54 in. 14 in. x 6in. 14 in. < 8 in. 

15 in. X 5 in. 15 in. X 6in. 16 in. X 6 in. a 
16 in. X 8 in. 18 in. X 6 in. 18 in. X 7 in. 

18 in. X 8 in. 20 in. X 64in. 20in. x ind in. 

Steel angles average price ‘ are we a 
Steel tees average price ; ian aie ee ee 
Fabricated work delivered ‘London— 

R.S. Joists cut and a a or oo Kou ahs 
Compound girders .. Rs Ses ate eee Sox ey 
Stanchions ... ate se se aoe Seen Hees 
Compound stanchions = Aa ae eeow aes 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins __... Re eae 


Average prices not for awkward work. 
Angle cleats and ¢ in., ? in. and bin in. — eines aes 
London area ; .-per cwt. 


Shnienadteiaiais Bars 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex London 
Stock ¢ in. seen -_ vcteaaed a 


3 in. — ‘ ia per ton extra 
fs in oO. ae rie ae ae re “ae. ae 
es es at ed Eee a 
sin. do. ioe des vee bee ne sie. 


MILD STEEL TUBES 
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Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts: 


Galvanised Tube— W.I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
ClasA+ 34% 
Clas B+ 94% Light + 284% Malleable List—324% + 
Class C + 253% Heavy + 36% 

Black— 
Class A — 21% 
Class B — 103% Light + 153% Malleable List—324% 


Heavy + 234% 


182 
C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 


Class C + 


Gutters Nozzles 
3 in. oo | ae 3/- 
34 in. 3/8 3/3 
4 in. 4/9 3/8 
4} in. 5/24 4/1 
5 in. 5/94 45 





40% 









July 
META 


Sin. 
3f in. 
4in. 
44 in. 
Sin. 


Per yd. 
2in. 

df in. 
jin. 

34 in. 
4in. 


din. 

2} in. 

Jin. 

3} in. 

4in. 
Abo 

only. 

and tot 


4in. 
Gin. 


All | 


Pipes 6 
Shoes 
Single 
Bends | 
Swan | 
do 


Gutter: 
Drop e 
Stop E 
Angles 
Nozzle 
Union 


Gutter: 
Drop ¢ 
Stop e1 
Angles 
Nozzle 
Union 
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Tubing BS 1471 HTIOWP 14 in. O/D x 20SWG ... a 


july 15 1955 


METALS—continued 


C.1.0.G. GuTTERs 


4in. aes aa 4/43 3/11 1/- 
3f in. 4/104 3/11 1/3 
Jin. 5/44 4/1 1/6 
4p in. 5/94 4/8 1/10 
Sin. 6/44 5/5 2/1 
CL RA: -WATER PIPES 
per yd. in 6-ft. a Pipe Bends ___ Branches 
in. a rec ve won hae 3/8 5/4 
2} in. 7/24 4/1 7/1 
in. ne sat ee se «so S18 5/2 7/8 
Hin we is a, «. 92 6/1 9/3 
4in. ei ~ 10/8 7/4 10/11 
L. Cc. poe Soi PIPEs 
Vin. ma ree APP ae sx | ©=6, SAE 6/4 7/8 
or re me og 6 STA ij 9/7 
in. ee ee wen 3918 7/8 11/7 
jin, oe ee ue ... 10/10 9/7 13/7 
din. 12/4 10/8 15/8 


Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots 
only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 1955, plus 24% 
and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent, 2-ton lots 23 per cent. 


L.C.C. CoatepD DRAIN PIPES 


In 9-fts. 
cwt. qr. > per bx —- Branches 
4in. eae as per l l 8/3 32/6 
6 in. es - Fae z oO “ 33 i 48, 6 77/9 
penne RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
All less 174 per cent. discount. 
2 in. 24 in. 3in. 4 in. 
Pipes 6-ft. nage . per yd. 3/9 4/- 4/10 6/5 
Shoes a a «oe §=3 each 2/5 2/8 3/2 4/3 
Single Branches ... : pe 3/9 4/6 5/4 7/6 
Bends square or obtuse . ‘ 2/8 2/11 3/9 5/4 
Swan Necks 44 in. proj. ” 2/11 3/9 4/3 S/11 
do. 6in. do. me 3/2 3/9 4/10 6/5 
Assestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
4 in. 44in. Sin. 6 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. seit .-. per yd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 5/74 
Drop ends - ach 2/10 3/4 , 3/10 4/7 
Stop Ends.. ae eas me 10 11 1/- 1/2 
Angles... ce ane Ee 2/11 3/5 4/1 4/10 
Nozzles... uae ee +“ 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
Union Clips ‘aa - 1/5 1/8 2/1 2/5 
ASBESTOS ar ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
3 in. 4 in. 43 in. 2 in. 6 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths per yd. 2/6 2/114 3/04 3/7 5/- 
Dropends ... oss CAGE 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
Stopends ... Sn ae 9 /10 11 1/- 1/2 
Angles as Seer Wy 2/5 2/8 2/11 3/2 4/3 
Nozzles eee eee ee 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
Union Clips seaeaies 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 2/- 
Per ton basis 
in London 
$. d. 
Iron—Staffordshire Crown Merchant qty ran che 4217 6 
Mild Steel Bars ied pre ree nti 37 14 O 
Mild Steel Hoops aes or aac aes a7 ¥ @ 
Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 
Soft Sheets C.R. and - A.— £. s., &. 
20 gauge we oon mae ae Pre eae 49 6 0 
24 gau —_ on eet aes a F eae nae 51 16 O 
26 canst es nae 54 16 0 
Galvanised Corrugated ‘sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 
20 gauge wie one Pre “a 56 6 6 
24 gauge wae Sct as waa sa ae eae 59 16 6 
26 gauge oO daa te 65 ‘1 6 
Galvanised flat sheets ( ‘C.R. and C.A— 
20 gauge... sik nee wii 57 16 6 
24 gauge sac wen Por one aes aa ane 61 6 6 
26 gauge... eee as as sas ae a 66 ll 6 
ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 
(Base prices) £ -e.-d. 
Sheet BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide) .- per lb. 2 6 
Sheet BS 1470 N 53 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) + pT? 
Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) ... ‘a 2 3S: 
— BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (24 in. = 9 
= strip for flashing 99.7 o purity "22 SWG (12i in. “<i 
wide) 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility. Circular 
Profile 8 ft. x 32in. x 20SWG . per sheet | ie a) 
Cosragated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Industrial 
Profile 8 ft. x 31fin. x 20SWG . ys a 2 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Mansard 
Profile 8 ft. x 31fin. x 20SWG . ade a | ay Fe - 
Extruded section BS 1476 E1C simple moulding per Ib. 2% 
Extruded section BS 1476 EIC 1 in. diam. round... BS 2} 
Extruded section BS 1476 HELOWP simple angle ... ya y a 
Extruded section BS 1476 HE1OWP 1 in. diam. round = 2: 6 
Tubing BS 1471 TIC 14in. O/D x 20SWG a3 me ; 
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PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. 
Delivered in London area. 
M.O.H. 


All per doz. din. in. lin. 1fin. Ifin. 2in. 
Seendane bib cocks Crutch 
head for iron 87/— 128/8 
Toilet bib cocks for iron . 109/- 158/5 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/- 95/9 188/— 363/- 522/6 917/6- 
do. with two unions for lead 89/— 132/— 234/4 472/- 623/6 1389/6 
Double nut boiler screws .. 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 93/6 


Heavy Croydon ball valves 77/— 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to 
iron Fe : .- 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 70/6 165/- 
”* in. 1} in. 2in. 3in. 34in. 4in. 
Caps and screws sae 42 - 40/8 59/6 92/5 118/10 155/3 


Brass sleeves ; 31/11 31/11 56/2 74/10 91/5 
Be x 6 |b. ‘Ik x < 6lb. 2 x 71b. 3 x 71b. 
Lead P. trap with brass basin 
screws . 63/6 79/6 127/- 217/3 
Lead S. trap do. 77/- 95/- 156/3 281/- 
Solder s. d. 
Plumbers’ ag a os as per Ib. 3 0 
Tinmen’s_... aaa ase Si ae sara ~ 3 8 
Blow pipe ... eS. 4a 44 Sia ia ia ee 


CoppreR TUBES AND SHEETS 


Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 383d. per Ib. plus gauge- 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 
d. d. 
3 in. X 19 gauge ... sag 123 Total per Ib. 294 
ine eI es se 114 a ie 49 
Pormeeites: Ace ae 93 ‘we 483 
Idin. x 18 ,, 9 ioe, 0 47} 
Paine MISS cc as 9 aie & 473 
Zine 87s, nen 10§ a 493 
Roiled en sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price £s. d. 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras perton 347 15 0 
ZINC 
Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots ee percwt. 8 11 6 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) ‘ = 2s 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) = sad re 8 8 9 
BRASS TUBES 
Brass tubes basic pn _ anne and manufactur- 
ing extras ‘ ne per Ib. 2 6% 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 


Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


et ee 

Lead Sheet, English, 34 lb. substance and upwards perton 140 5 0 

Lead Water Pipe in coils : ra a 141 10 0 

Lead _ Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 2 in. to 4 in. dia. ... Me 143 0 0 

over 4 in. dia. A aa os 145 0 0 

Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe _ uae mee = 143 0 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 

5 cwt. and under | ton eae per cwt: 26 

3cwt. do. 5 cwt. dae ia vad = ‘i 4 0 

lcwt. do. 3 cwt. aa os é 6 0 


Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. pticed specially. 

Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 

Allowance for Old Lead, collected £99 Os. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 


Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site per ton Ti > 
do. White do. do. dea pe 719 6. 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. aaa Be a. ae 
do. Fine do. do. an <a $2 4 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads Boe sai aes me 6 9 6 
Hydrated Lime do. aaa ‘ae oe a 5°12 6 
Lump Lime do. ae ~ 3 2 :@ 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads... Pe 10 12 ® 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads oe - 10 6 6 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads me > oe ae 
Hair per cwt 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board FI in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one aaa Delivered site per yd aca 
1,200 yds. ... Pe 2 22- 
Do. Insulating do. 3 in. thick 600 yds. ‘and over 
in. one delivery. Delivered site ‘ per yd 2 11 
1,200 yds. ... a 2 10} 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide 6 to 
¢ in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
Le Delivered site... : = 2 6 
1,200 yds... - 2 5b 
Do. Insulating do. “hi in. thick 600 adn ‘and over 
in one delivery. Deliveredsite ... Fe. 3 2 
[eee aw NG | Uae kiot” cae? Ge » 3 1p 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER Per ft. super 
Delivered London area . 
Galea Wiesenpor jen ene, Hf > e 4 in. Figured Rolled and Cothabent, thandeed patterns: “ 
peg Distemper - 5 5 ® do. a. ie tee 9 

oss Paint per gal. 210 0 1 4 
Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) . per 4 3 4t 0 t - SS er rn nae 2 

sans sre A aitienae r pes _fammerstripe, Reeded, | Reedlyte and 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs percwt. 818 0 tin. Wired Cast se , 
Genuine White Lead’ Paint, 1- 19 gal. ‘Jotsin 1 gal. tins per gal. 3 2 80 $+ in. Georgian Wired Cast 4 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg percwt. 619 3 Hollow 1 2 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg = 211 0 ollow Glass Blocks— Each 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. er tin 9 0 P.B.2 ix Six 3fin 29 
P P.B.3. 4x7 j 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra per gal. 14 0 P. ix 7¢ x 34 in. 42 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. ... 14 6 B32 8 XK 4 X 3 in. 42 
Scnmews. Radiused Corner Blocks to match up > 
ae” aad ee (5 gal. ) drums oe ae - 5S 6} =; 3 “78 5 3 
te) oO. 0 gal.) do. do ns 4 8 6 9 
Solignum, Brown (5 Br cans) Exterior ie 6 10" P.B.32 cs 6 9 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels)... 2 6 + in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. Quality— Per ft. super 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) er Ib. 1. 6 In plates not exceeding 2 ft. su 
p p. Kae 
White Lining Paper per piece 1 0 ” ” ” 5 ft.sup. 4-5 
” . a 45 ft. sup. 5] 
VARNISHES, etc. ” ” ” 100 ft. sup. : 5% 
Delivered London area. tin. Polished Plate, extra sizes,i.e., plates oeuiinn: 100 ft. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside per gal. 112 6 sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in, both ways. G.G. quality 
Oak Pale Copal eee « 118 0 aa = 135 ft. sup. or250 in. one — or 135 in. 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside x 2 0-0 : ae . . 8 4 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. : 200 Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or ditto 11 3 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. r 214 0 Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto : 16 0 
Finest Carriage Varnish 210 0 Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on application. 
Seent Choate Varnish ... > 0 0 Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
ay — Size 3 : +4 : Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
apan ... 
este Black . 110 0 » poten 3 ye apply - minimum quantities of one size and one 
Berlin Black . 15 0 pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
Terebene x 18 0 ae Minimum Per ft. sup, 
Knotting (1 gal, bottles free).. ei 2 2-40 Description of Glass quantity s. d. 
French and Brush Polish (do.) is 118 0 18 oz. sheet O.Q . 4 
4 oz. 2/000 f 
s 260Z, w» eae 7 
GLAS S202. ane ... 2,000 104 
Delivered London area. Per ft. ama t in. Rolled Plate 1,000 14 
; . : d s. d. in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 5} Patterns, White - ,000 7h 
2302. a5 = et > m - 7% } in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminating 
= DE. + - ” ” %” 99 10 and Spotlyte.. 1,000 10: 

2 oz. ‘an ee ne La fs in. and } in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast 2,000 i0f 
re in. Rolled Plate NE 9 tin. Wired Cast, Hexagonal... 2,000 11} 
?s in. and } in. Rough Cast .. i 0 4+ in. Georgian Wired Cast 2,000 1 Of 

WHO UNLOADS ON drivers? One assumes that their duties without the driver assisting. Quite often 


BUILDING SITES? 


Some Suggestions for the Proper 
Discharge of Materials 


By N. G. BREEZE 


y THO is responsible for off-loading 

materials on building sites? Should 
the contractor be solely responsible? 
Should drivers assist? Quite a number 
of instances have recently come to light 
in which doubt appears to exist concern- 
ing the responsibility for the safe dis- 
charge of goods. Without delving into the 
legalities of this issue, it might be help- 
ful to try to examine the problem in an 
impartial light as it would appear that 
basically the trouble is due to misunder- 
standing. 


It is widely held that the building con- 
tractor is responsible for off-loading 
goods consigned to him. Certainly many 
suppliers, particularly of “heavy” 
materials, include in their general terms 
and conditions of sale a clause to this 
effect. “The purchaser will unload 
within a reasonable time at his own cost 
...” Further, it is usually a condition 
that goods are only delivered to “site, 
hard road,” which in some cases may 
necessitate immediate transportation to a 
place of safety by the contractor. 

So much for the contractor. What 


about the supplier, or more pertinently 
what about his servants, particularly 


will have been clearly laid down. Cer- 
tainly in the case of vehicles which dis- 
charge mechanically they will be 
responsible for setting in motion the 
necessary machinery for so doing and at 
the same time will ensure speedy and safe 
discharge of goods. 


But what is the position concerning 
manual discharge? Here the problem 
tends to become rather involved. A num- 
ber of recent cases have been reported 
where drivers have definitely refused to 
assist with off-loading. Conversely, one 
is acquainted with several instances where 
no assistance has been given to them and 
they have been left to unload unaided. 
This has involved excessive “ standing 
time” for the vehicle to say nothing of 
frayed tempers, which are always a 
danger signal, because at such times goods 
are sometimes jettisoned and damaged. 
Obviously some types of goods could not 
be handled by a driver unaided, and even 
the added expense of a mate would not 
be sufficient to ensure the safe unloading 
in other instances. 


A CONTRASTING PICTURE 


How about conditions on the site? 
What a contrasting picture one can draw 
between the check point at some large 
contracts and the receiving facilities at 
some small to medium-sized jobs. At 
the former, a lorry is virtually taken over 
by the unloading gang and everything 
runs smoothly and usually swiftly, often 


on some of the smaller jobs it is difficult 
to get a signature for goods received and 
almost impossible to obtain help. Much 
of the work is contracted (it is not sug- 
gested that this is wrong) and it is only 
natural tlat piece-work gangs are only 
concerned with the progress of their par- 
ticular aspect of the work. ‘“ Unload- 
ing is not part of our job,” they sav. 

The type of labour formerly available 
for off-loading seems to be missing from 
many of these jobs to-day. I cannot help 
wondering if the comparisons drawn be- 
tween these two types of site may per- 
haps offer a solution to the outlook some 
drivers may have acquired in this 
matter. 


ONUS ON PURCHASER 


Whatever the issues, many difficulties 
could be overcome if all suppliers made 
clear their position in this matter, empha- 
sising the onus placed on a purchaser of 
their goods where delivery is made. Like- 
wise they should ensure that their drivers 
are fully briefed concerning their re- 
sponsibilities. Site contractors should 
likewise ensure that where they are Ie- 
sponsible for off-loading, adequate labour 
is available and correctly instructed. I 
am certain that in both cases it is 4 
minority who may be at fault, and my 
only point in drawing attention to this 
matter is to enable the difficulties to be 
smoothed out to the benefit of the 
industry at large. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


LONDON OVERSPILL 


After discussions lasting two years, Letch- 
worth UDC, Herts, have decided, subject to 
minor details, to enter into an agreement 
under which London County Council will 
build 1,500 houses at Letchworth to take 
some of London’s overspill population. The 
council will accept the offer by the Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government of a 
grant of £92,500 towards certain improve- 
ments, particularly for sewage disposal, to 
meet the expansion. The council will 
request that they should acquire the free- 
Hold of the land for the scheme, and that 
the LCC should undertake construction of 
roads and sewers, and the erection of houses 
and shops.as agents of Letchworth council. 
Officials of Wood Green BC have already 
visited Letchworth and selected a site of 
approximately 10 acres for the purpose of 
a housing scheme. 


LIVERPOOL MULTI-STOREY FLATS 


Liverpool Corporation is to build an 
1t-storey block of flats—the highest yet to 
be erected in the city—on a site lying 
between Menlove-avenue and Vale-road, in 
one of the better residential areas of the 
city. 


INFLATED LAND PRICES WARNING 


Mr. Harvey G. Frost, OBE, National 
president, speaking at the half-yearly 
general meeting of the Eastern Federation of 
Building Trades Employers, at Luton, on 
Tuesday said: “* Local authorities are now 
reviewing their development plans as re- 
quired by the Town and Country Planning 
Act. Private house-builders in particular 
should watch these reviews, for a shortage 
of land for house building is bound to lead 
to inflated prices for the sites which are 
available, and therefore for the houses built 
on them.” 


NORTHERN POLY EXHIBITION 

The annual exhibition of students’ work 
of the Departments of Architecture and 
Interior Decoration and Design of the 
Northern Polytechnic, Holloway, N7, will 
be opened at 6.30 p.m. on Tuesday, July 
19, by Mr. Donald McMorran, ARA, 
FRIBA, who will also present diplomas and 
prizes. The function will be held in the 
theatre at the Polytechnic, and all interested 
are invited to be present. The exhibition 
will remain open until 8 p.m. on July 20. 


LEGAL COSTS IN HOUSE BUYING 


Mr. W. A. Mackridge, FIOB, president, 
London Region of the Federation of Master 
Builders, at a meeting at Harrow on July 6, 
said: “The time has come when the Build- 
ing Societies’ Association should take a 
realistic view relative to legal costs incurred 
in house purchase by agreeing forthwith to 
their forming part of the mortgage 
advance.” 


BRINSWORTH MILL 


Preliminary site work is now in progress 
on a £3.6 million continuous medium strip 
mill project at the Rotherham works of 
Steel, Peech and Tozer, a branch of the 
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United Steel Companies, Ltd., 17, West- 
bourne-road, Sheffield, 10. Known as the 
Brinsworth strip mill, the plant will be 
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located on the opposite side of the Sheffield- 
road from the company’s main Temple- 
borough works. A further building for 
pickling plant will be erected later, while 
long-term plans envisage the installation of 
cold rolling mills and annealing plant on the 
same site. The mill, supplied by the Loewy 
Engineering Company, Ltd., will cost about 
£34 million. United Steel Structural Co., 
Ltd., are the contractors for the main build- 
ing. 


TRAVELLING SCHOLARSHIP 


A travelling scholarship has been institu- 
ted by British Insulated Callender’s Cables, 
Ltd., 21, Bloomsbury-street, WCl, as a 
tribute to Sir Alexander Roger, KCIE, for 
many years chairman of the company and 
now its first honorary president. It will be 
known as the Sir Alexander Roger Travel- 
ling Scholarship. With a value up to £1,000 
in addition to normal emoluments, it will be 
awarded annually to an employee of the 
company or of one of the various companies 
of the BICC Group to enable him to travel 
overseas for study, training and general 
education for a period of not more than 
12 months. 


RESTRICTIVE PRACTICES 


Birkenhead Town Council has decided 
that no tender for public works will be 
accepted by the Corporation unless the 
tenderer complies with the principles laid 
down by the Ministry of Housing regarding 
the non-communicating of tenders and 
understandings with third parties. 


NEW HOMES FROM OLD 


An illustrated booklet entitled “ Electricity, 
a Power of Good for Improvements and 
Conversions,” has been published by the 
Electrical Development Association, 2, Savoy 
Hill, WC2. It points out that there are 
several million houses, built from 50 to 80 
years ago, which are structurally sound but 
without the amenities now considered essen- 
tial. There is no need for these houses to 
be scrapped, it states, they can be brought 
right up to date and made comfortable, 
labour-saving and economical to run with the 
help of electricity. 


MINERAL INDUSTRY SUMMARY 


A statistical summary of the mineral 
industry (production, exports and imports), 
1948-1953, prepared by Mineral Resources 
Division, Colonial Geological Surveys, has 
been published (price £1 7s. 6d. net, by post 
£1 8s.) by Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 
The summary is an annual volume of statis- 
tical tables which contains comprehensive 
details of the production, exports and 
imports of all important commercial 
minerals and metals used throughout the 
world. The new edition covers the important 
six-year period 1948-1953. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


J. Gliksten & Son, Ltd., and Gliksten Doors, 
Ltd., announce that Mr. W. C. Hunt, Liverpool 
manager for over 23 years, has retired owing to ill- 
health. As a result of this, the following new appoint- 
ments have been made at Liverpool: Mr. A. HUGHES, 
who has for some time past been Liverpool manager 
of the National Plywood Corporation, Ltd., will 
continue as such and will also assume responsibility 
as general manager for the Gliksten interests in Liver- 
pool; Mr. W. R. HepKe becomes Liverpool manager 
for Gliksten Doors, Ltd.; and Mr. T. H. NETTLeE 
becomes Liverpool manager of Gliksten Building 
Materials. 
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DONCASTER BUILDING 
EXHIBITION 


Emphasis on Teamwork 


A BUILDING EXHIBITION, sponsored by the 
Doncaster and District Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers and supported by the 
Doncaster Technical College, the’ Doncaster 
Guild of Building and the Ministry of 
Works, is now open at the Technical Col- 
lege, St. George Gate, Doncaster, until to- 
morrow (Saturday). 

The exhibition was opened by Sir 
Harold ‘Emmerson, Permanent Secretary, 
Ministry of Works. 

Included in the exhibition are displays 
on planning and design, with models and 
drawings of houses, schools and factories; 
on research, showing its value and appli- 
cation to new materials and new tech- 
niques; on training, with demonstrations by 
students, and inter-college craftsmanship 
competitions. 

Electricity, gas and water undertakings 
have exhibits to show their contributions 
to the national well being. 

Ministry of Works exhibits are: “ Team- 
work in Building,” which emphasises the 
importance of consultation and co-opera- 
tion between client, architect and all 
parties in the building contract; and 
“Careers in Building,” showing the indus- 
try’s possibilities and scope for advance- 
ment open to youths in search of a career, 
and emphasising pride of craftsmanship. 

The exhibition is open today and to- 
morrow to the public from 11 am te 9 pm. 


BALLAST AND SAND 


Wages Agreement for the Industry 


BY AGREEMENT of the “ C ” Class Licence 
Drivers’ Wages Committee of the National 
Joint Council for the Ballast and Sand In- 
dustry on July 5, the Wages Sub-Agreement 
was amended as follows:— 


The rates of wages for “ C ” Class Licence 
Drivers shall, as from the beginning of the 
first full pay period following June 11, 1955, 
be as follows:— 


Drivers of Vehicles under Drivers of Vehicles 


12 ‘tons Gross Laden’ over 12 tons Gross 
Weight Laden Weight 

Class 1 .. 3s. S}d. per hour 3s. 64d. per ho 

Cees... 2a oe ee 


Note: Employers already operating a higher wage 
in accordance with Clause 7 (7) of the Wages Agree- 
ment may be exempted from such portion of the 
present increase as is already in operation. 

Further details can be obtained on appli- 
cation to the Employers’ Secretary, National 
Joint Council for the Ballast and Sand 
Industry, 48, Park-street, London, W.1. 


PLASTERERS TOOL 
ALLOW ANCE 


2d. Per Day Claim Upheld 


A cLaIM for a tool allowance of 2d. a day 
for plasterers in the building industry has 
been upheld by the Industrial Disputes 
Tribunal. The men are those working for 
employers represented by the employers’ 
side of the National Joint Council, which 
was expected to approve the award at its 
meeting yesterday (July 14). The award 
would date from August 1. 
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From Our Own Correspondents 


AUSTRALIA.—The Australian Govern- 
ment intends to spend more than £Alm. on 
permanent barracks for the regular army at 
Puckapunyal, in Victoria. The Minister for 
the Army, Mr. Francis, has said the new 
building programme will create new stand- 
ards in accommodation for regular army 
men, This provides for two-storey sleeping 
blocks, lecture and administrative buildings. 
and recreation halls. 


BURMA.—The Burma Oil Company 
(1954), Ltd. (a joint venture between the 
Government of Burma and the Burma Oil 
Company), has decided to build a new re- 
finery at Syriam. 


CEYLON.—tThe Public Works Depart- 
ment of the Ceylon Government which 
handles all major road building activities in 
the Island intends to set up a Road Research 
Laboratory. It is to handle in the field and 
in the laboratory problems in soil mechanics 
as applied to the foundations of buildings, 
bridges and roads, problems connected with 
coastal erosion, and investigations into and 
control over the properties of materials of 
construction used in buildings, bridges and 
roads. Australia is helping the project by 
providing M. L. T. Ryan, Road Research 
Officer, as consultant for a period of about 
three months. 


COLOMBIA.—The International Bank 
has approved a loan of 15.9m., dollars to 
assist Colombia to construct and equip a 
rail line from the Caribbean coast to 
Gamarra on the Magdalena River, The 
loan has been made to the Colombian 
National Railroads (Ferrocarriles Naction- 
ales de Colombia, Carrera 6a No, 13-92 
Bogota, Colombia) and the planned line is 
an extension of the one now being built be- 
tween Puerto Salgar and Gamarra. (Much 
railway building is to be undertaken in 
Colombia.) 

New waterworks projects are reported 
from Pasto, Santa Marta and Antioquia. The 
French firm Degremont is still probably the 
most active foreign concern in this field; 
it is reported to be planning the construc- 
tion of 41 new waterworks in the department 
of Bolivar alone, and nearly 100 in the 
country as a whole. It has been estimated 
that 500,000 new houses are required. They 
will probably be prefabricated. A Finnish 
firm is said to be seeking the contract. 

Negotiations have been completed for the 
construction of a tunnel under the Western 
Cordillera, which will shorten the rail link 
between Cali and Buenaventura by 60 kms. 
Negotiations for the International Bank ioan 
for the construction of a line between Fun- 
dacion and Gamarra are continuing in 
Washington. 


IRAQ.—The Iraqi Ministry of the Interior 
has approved the Baghdad Province budget 
which provides for a number of building 
projects, including two old people’s homes, 
two orphanages, three public baths, one 
public hall, one dispensary, one printing 
factory, one agricultural-industria]  insti- 
tute, a new building for the local adminis- 
tration and 13 new primary schools... . In 


Baghdad, 2,500 buildings are to be 
demolished during the construction of a new 
main thoroughfare. 

It has been reported that British and 
American contractors are competing for 
contracts for the construction of Army 
buildings, barracks, and housing. Con- 
tracts are being issued by the Ministry of 
Defence. .. . The Lord Mayor of Baghdad 
and the Director General of Ports and 
Navigation have announced plans for the 
construction of modern wharves at Baghdad 
to accommodate the barge traffic on the 
river. 

MALAYA.—Australia, New Zealand 
and Britain will probably spend about 
£2,000,000 between them this financial year 
on military construction projects in Malaya, 
including a new airfield. The works will be 
carried out in connection with the establish- 
ment of the Strategic Reserve. The estimate 
of the cost was given by Mr. Whittuck, 
Under-Secretary for Air, who is leading a 
party of six British officials who are con- 
ferring in Melbourne this week with 
Australian and New Zealand representatives 
on methods of allocating the costs among 
the three countries. Mr. Whittuck said that 
projects costing a total of some £5,000,000 
were already planned for the next few years. 
The programme, which would be largely 
carried out by Malayan contractors, included 
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the construction of new airfields, improye. 
ments to present fields and the constryc. 
tion of barracks and other accommodation 
for the Forces of the three countries, 


SOUTHERN RHODESIA.—A scheme 
for a new terminal building at the New 
Salisbury Airport has been prepared by the 
Public Works Department there. Salisbury 
Airport is at present being used by the 
Royal Rhodesian Air Force and _ became 
an international airport on July 1. The 
quantity surveyors for the scheme are 
Messrs. C. S. Parsons and Ptnrs., 812, 
Joelson House, Gordon-avenue, Salisbury, 

Messrs. Parsons and Ptnrs. are also the 
quantity surveyors for a scheme prepared 
by W. D’Arcy Cathcart and Son, architects, 
for the erection of a block of offices for 
J. Brockhouse (Rhodesia), Ltd., on a site 
in the City of Salisbury. The contract js 
in the region of £100,000, and consists of 
shops on the ground floor with offices on 
the remaining five floors. Prestressed con- 
crete floors are being used for the scheme. 
BRICKS FOR USA 

*Mr. M. J. Mendelson, President of The 
Friendship Block and Brick Co., 11800, 
Pleasant-street, Detroit 17, USA, wishes to 
receive quotations from United Kingdom 
suppliers for shale or clay faced bricks to 
the following specifications: Standard face 
brick approximately 2+ in. x 8 in., weight 
approximately 4 lb. each; Norman face 
brick, approximately 2} in. x 12 in., weight 
approximately 6 Ib. each; and Roman face 
brick, approximately 14 in. x 12 in., weight 
approximately 4 lb. each. 

The colour and texture of above brick 
is not important. 

Mr. Mendelson believes that to be com- 
petitive with domestic bricks it may be 
necessary to obtain ballast shippers’ freight 
rate via all water route to the Port of 
Detroit. However, even if ballast rates can- 
not be given, suppliers should quote Mr. 
Mendelson for shiploads of from 500 to 
1,000 tons, cif Detroit of each of the types 
of brick specified. 

Manufacturers interested in this inquiry 
should write as soon as possible by airmail 
direct to Mr. Mendelson quoting prices in 
US currency. 

Telephone inquiries to Chancery 4411, 
ext. 776, quoting ref. ESB/14558/55. 


CANADIAN EXHIBITION 


The “ Modern UK” stand at the 1955 
Canadian National Exhibition, to be held 
at Toronto from August 26 to September 10, 
will be fully stocked with 565 exhibits. 
These have been selected by the Council 
of Industrial Design from 245 suppliers 
all over the United Kingdom. 

Goods shown this year include items 
chosen from the following categories of the 
CoID’s pictorial card index of well-designed 
goods—* Design Review”: Pottery and 


glass, cutlery and flatware, metal and 
wood tableware, household equipment, 
kitchenware, furniture, furnishing textiles, 


floor coverings, wallpapers and tiles, door 
furniture, and travel and picnic goods. 

The selectors have made special efforts 
to ensure the suitability of the chosen goods 
for the needs of the Canadian market. The 
opinions of London representatives of 


*From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 
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Canadian buying houses were sought at a 
preview held in London earlier this year. 
Experience gained from the 1953 and 1954 
displays (the last of which was seen by a 
quarter of a million visitors) has been taken 
into account. The selection is intended to 
supplement the existing demand for fine 
traditional products by encouraging a new 
demand for fine modern products. 

The “ Modern UK” stand was designed 
by Neville Ward, BArch, ARIBA, FSIA, 
and Alec Heath, FSIA. 


TWO CANADIAN CONTRACTS 

John Laing and Son (Canada), Ltd., are 
the contractors responsible for the Annacis 
Jsland project near Vancouver, Canada, 
which is in the process of development by 
the Grosvenor Estate, London. The island, 
1,200 acres in area, is to become an in- 
dustrial estate and a causeway has recently 
been completed linking it with the City of 
New Westminster. 

A 21-storey HQ building for BC Electric 
at Vancouver is also to be built by John 
Laing and Son (Canada), Ltd. The build- 
ing, which will be on Nelson-street, will take 
approximately 20 months to complete and 
cost $6m. The new headquarters were de- 
veloped over a period of three years under 
the direction of Mr. Tom Ingledow, BCE 
vice-president and executive engineer, 
together with a team of company engineers 
and architects headed by Mr. Ned Pratt of 
Sharp and Thompson, Berwick and Pratt, 
of Vancouver. 


PREFABRICATED BUILDINGS 

Opportunities in Nicaragua 

REPORT on the import of prefabri- 

cated buildings into Nicaragua has 
recently been compiled by the consular sec- 
tion of the British Embassy, at Managua. 
Whilst stating that there is virtually no mar- 
ket for prefabricated houses the report does 
state that there is a promising market for 
UK prefabricated buildings for use as ware- 
houses, dutch barns, garages, workshops, 
schools, and hospitals. (A small number of 
prefabricated houses were imported from 
Germany for the use of the army, but ac- 
cording to reports they did not prove to be 
popular.) 

Prefabricated steel buildings in general 
come under item 173 of the Nicaraguan 
Customs Tariff. This provides for a duty 
of US $1.38 for each 100 kilos gross. Sani- 
tary fittings, gkass, electrical fitments, etc., 
are not allowed to be counted as parts of 
completed buildings at the same rate of duty. 
In addition to the customs duty various Jocal 
taxes amounting to approximately 15 per 
cent. on the cost, insurance and freight 
value are payable. There are no restric- 
tions on the import of prefabricated build- 
ings but before an import licence is issued 
the importer must deposit 75 per cent. of 
the value of his order with the National 
Bank of Nicaragua. Under a recent decree 
this deposit is waived if the building is to 
be used for agricultural purposes. 

There is no local production. A con- 
siderable amount of office and residential 
building is now taking place in Nicaragua, 
for which local timber, bricks and cement 
are utilised, other materials being imported. 
The demand for prefabricated buildings is 
steady all the year round. With the con- 
siderable expansion that is now taking place 
in agricultural production, particularly in 


THE BUILDER 


cotton, it is expected that there will be a 
steady demand for prefabricated buildings 
for dutch barns and warehouses. 

It has been announced that more atten- 
tion is to be paid to education and that a 
number of new schools are to be erected 
throughout the country. Prefabricated 
buildings will almost certainly be used for 
this purpose. No particular design or 
styling is necessary, but owing to the tropi- 
cal climate of Nicaragua, adequate ventila- 
tion is necessary and air conditioning or in- 
sulation might be required in certain cases. 
It is usual for only the prefabricated build- 
ing to be supplied and fittings are not 
required. 

Business is usually done through local 
agents, who work on a commission basis, 
which is usually 5 per cent. but occasionally 

$ per cent. on the FOB value of the build- 
ing. Under the Nicaraguan exchange con- 
trol regulations payment for all imports 
must be made by means of sight draft. Im- 
porters prefer quotations in US dollars CIF 
Nicaraguan port. It is of interest to note 
that British prefabricated buildings are 
cheaper than American and German build- 
ings, but the Germans are obtaining orders 
by offering extensive credit facilities and 
also direct shipment by the Nicaraguan 
“Mamenic” Line from German ports. 
When British buildings are carried by a 
British vessel they have to be discharged at 
Cristobal where they may remain for some 
time before transhipment by a foreign 
vessel to Corinto. 

Figures printed recently in Nicaragua on 
imports of prefabricated buildings show 
that Britain comes next to the USA as 
largest exporter of these buildings. The 
report advises intending exporters to adver- 
tise in the local press. Brand names are 
most important. Local agents do not hold 
stocks but once a building has been im- 
ported the agent usually refers to it when 
dealing with prospective customers. 
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BUILDING IN AFRICA 


[From a South African Correspondent] 
Kenya’s Housing Project 


Vy 7ORK will begin in Nairobi early in 1956 

on the biggest single African housing 
scheme ever undertaken in Kenya. The 
scheme envisages building up to 5,000 pre- 
fabricated houses for about 25,000 Africans 
in three years, thus doubling the present Afri- 
can accommodation and relieving the serious 
housing shortage in the city. Within 18 
months of the scheme’s start, it is hoped 
to make at least 1,500 houses available, and 
thenceforward to complete the scheme at 
the rate of approximately 1,800 houses a 
year. A new prefabricated technique, using 
pumice blocks, will, it is expected, cut 
African housing costs from at least 25s. to 
15s. a square foot. The total cost is esti- 
mated at £2,366,250, of which £1,256,250 is 
the cost of the houses, and the remainder 
for services. 

The main feature of the scheme is the 
provision of easily available local pumice, 
of which there are large reserves on the 
slopes of the extinct volcano of Longonot in 
the Rift Valley, and in other places, and a 
central organisation for the precasting of 
pumice blocks. The scheme is under the 
general direction of Mr. H. Thornley Dyer, 
FRIBA, Planning Officer to the Government 
of Kenya, P@ Box 5025, Nairobi, Kenya, 
East Africa. 


Building in the Union 


The erection of new dwellings and flats in 
the Union of South Africa continues apace, 
with little evidence as yet of any material 
slackening in the demand for accommoda- 
tion. The value of plans passed during the 
first two months of 1955, in fact, discloses 
a higher rate of projected building activity 
in the nine principal urban areas of the 
Union, particularly for public and non- 
residential building, than did the correspond- 
ing figure for 1954. 

The trade is fairly well supplied at 
present with most classes of building 
material, the main exceptions still being 
cement, corrugated iron and steel. Timber 
stocks are also a little on the low side at 
the Cape and in Port Elizabeth, although 
further shipments are due shortly. Cement 
imports are now being permitted, for an in- 
definite period, and merchants received the 
first supplies from overseas during April 
and May; prices were a little higher than 
for the local product. Brick manufacturers 
continue to work at capacity levels and 
report increased turnovers by comparison 
with the same period last year. 


Research Laboratory, Pretoria 


A research laboratory, costing £200,000, 
is to be built in Pretoria by the South 
African Iron and Steel Industrial Corpora- 
tion. It was hoped, said Dr. T. J. W. Jorden, 
Chief Research Officer of Iscor, to have the 
laboratory in use within the next two or 
three years. 


Training Native Builders 
Durban City Council is considering insti- 
tuting a training scheme for African 
builders under the Native Building Workers 
Act to speed the construction of houses in 
native areas. Work would be carried out 
under European supervision and would be 
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controlled by the City and Water Engineer’s 


department. Learners would be trained in 
bricklaying. carpentry, plastering and 
painting. 


Municipal Offices, Lusaka 


Lusaka’s (N. Rhodesia) proposed new 
municipal offices and town hall, estimated at 
£225,000, is to be constructed in two stages, 
the first of which would provide for the 
erection of office accommodation. The 
second stage would provide for the erection 
of the main hall and ancillary buildings. 


Glass Works Development 


A new glass factory will be built in the 
Cape at an estimated cost of between 
£650.000 and £750,000. The factory will 
cater for the requirements of the wine, dairy, 
canning and fishing industries in the Cape. 


Housing Durban Natives 


According to an outline of the programme 
prepared by the City Engineer, Mr. A. Kin- 
mont, Durban City Council’s Native six-year 
housing scheme at Duffs-road to house 





Craft Exhibition, Glenrothes 


SPEAKING at the opening ceremony of 

an exhibition organised by the Scot- 
tish Country Industries Development Trust 
on July 5, Mr. FRANK A. B. PRESTON, 
MIMunE, MTPI, FRSE, general manager, 
Glenrothes Development Corporation, said 
that the Trust had staged in a new setting, 
and for the first time in a new town an 
exhibition was held illustrative of the high 
quality and workmanship of Scottish crafts- 
men. 

Mr. Preston said: “The Trust has, with 
forethought and energy, taken advantage of 
the diverse opportunities which have pre- 
sented themselves, somewhat vicariously, to 
bring to the public notice the skill of hand 
and eye of our native journeymen and 
journeywomen. 


“ Fortunately, there is a growing realisa- 
tion that Western civilisation would be the 
poorer if country crafts were lost. In time 
lost skills might be revived, but history bears 
ample evidence that the contrary is also true. 


“Scottish building until 1914 was largely 
of stone,” he added. “ Until then the hand 
of the stone-mason interpreted the archi- 
tect’s external designs and the sculptor 
decorated his work. Most unfortunately, 
this has been changed, a change which is 
regretted by many. The Scottish Council 
and other bodies have done what they could 
to revive this industry so that it may once 
again take its former important place in the 
building programmes of the nation. High 
price has prevented this revival but with the 
reconstruction of our town centres in view 
it would be a tragedy indeed if this position 
was to continue. For these reasons I speci- 
ally noted the inclusion of a working exhibit 
of the masonry trade in this exhibition. 

“Complaint has been voiced that archi- 
tectural design throughout the world has 
tended to cut across native styles. If one 
studies the architectural press one may note 
that even in American journals as a foil to 
the strictly modern, traditional] ornaments 
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70,000 will be completed by 1962. 
£3,460,000 is to be spent on roads, drains, 
sewerage and water supply for the 2,600 
acres on which the houses will be built. 


Medical Building, Johannesburg 


A new £500,000 building is to be erected 
in Johannesburg for the exclusive use of 
doctors and dentists. There will be 21 floor 
levels. It is being built by the Industrial 
Underwriting and Investment Co., Ltd., in 
conjunction with others. Excavation of the 
foundations kas started. Four parking 
levels are included to provide ample parking 
space. 


New Provincial Building 


In a total estimated expenditure of 
£11,648,781 on provincial capital works, the 
two biggest projects listed in the Provincial 
Council’s budget are the Provincial Ad- 
ministrative Building in Pretovia, which will 
cost £2,400,000, and the South Rand Hos- 
pital for the southern suburbs of Johannes- 
burg, which will cost £1,079.613 when 
completed. . 





are introduced to form miniature interior 
vistas adding the necessary variation and 
inherent charm. This may be an indication 
of a transition in the decorative arts.” 


Glasgow Housing Plans 


THE suggestion that a year from now 
there may be “concrete evidence” of 
progress with the plans for clearance and 
rebuilding in the redevelopment areas of 
Hutchesontown and part-Gorbals, Royston, 
and possibly also Govan, was made at the 
annual inspection on June 30 of the Glas- 
gow municipal housing schemes by CLLR. 
PETER G. FORRESTER, convener of the 
housing committee. 


In the Hutchesontown-part-Gorbals com- 
prehensive redevelopment area three neigh- 
bourhood units are planned. The first step 
will be taken in a section which has been 
designed for compulsory purchase of pro- 
perty, including about 1,900 houses tenanted 
by 7,500 persons. In the early stages the 
tenants of the first houses to be demolished 
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TRADE WAGES 
LLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 

Joint Council as from April 18, 1955, 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 

Grade A: Craftsmen, 4s.; Labourers, 3s. 54d, 


For apprentices, the rates are: 
Percentage of For week of 


Year Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours. 
3. 

Ist ve ee 44 0 
2nd ee 58 8 
3rd os 20 88 0 
4th oo (664 117 4 
Sth Pr es te 132 0 
For female labour, the rates are: 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d, 
probationary period) ; =a ms 

Operatives on labouring operations (a 

end of probationary period) .. - 2 











will be rehoused, mainly in other areas, but 
as building proceeds a “ decanting ” process 
in the areas will begin. A final “ overspill” 
is likely to remain. 


Multi-storéy flats—possibly up to 12 
storeys—are projected, as well as four-storey 
flats. Mr. JAMES MCINNES, MP, a former 
convener of the Housing Committee, said 
that Scotland still needed 470,000 more 
houses. He said that the time had come 
for the removal of the shackles of restric- 
tion of approval imposed on local authori- 
ties by the central Government, who, he 
added, might now concentrate on _ the 
economic factors which created high build- 
ing costs. 


Sik PATRICK DOLLAN, chairman of the 
East Kilbride Development Corporation, 
spoke in favour of more new towns in pre- 
ference to a policy of expanding existing 
communities, and complained of financial 
“ cheese-paring ”’ in the Government’s hous- 
ing policy. . 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Blackwood.—Lanarkshire CC has plans in hand for 
a comprehensive scheme of house building at the 
Thornton-rd. district. Architect: Samuel McCol? 
(F), County-bldgs., Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 


Blantyre.—Lanarkshire CC has had plans approved 
for Protestant primary school at  Fernslea-ave. 
County Education Architect: William G. Watt (F), 








THE ORGANISATION 
OF BUILDING FIRMS 


A series of articles, con- 
tributed by leading Builders 
in various parts of Great 
Britain, on the organisa- 
tion of the medium-sized 
builders’ business. Re- 
printed from “The Builder.” 

Price 2/6; By post, 2/9 

Book Dept. 
The Builder House, 
Catherine Street, W.C.2 

Tele.: TEMple Bar 6251 (Ext. 5) 











County Planning Offices, Albert-st., Motherwell- 
Wishaw. 
Caith shire.—Plans have been approved for new 


buildings for the Thurso Co-operative Soc., Ltd., at 
Swanston-st. Architect: Kenneth Masson (A), Co- 
operative-bldgs., Paisley-rd, Glasgow. 


East Kilbride.—Plans for a hotel (estimated cost, 
£100,000) have been approved for William McEwan 
& Co., Ltd. (brewers). It is hoped to start work 
in March, 1956, and to have the premises com- 
pleted by 1958. Approval has also been given for 
the erection of a cinema centre seating 1,200/1,500 
people, including tearooms, waiting rooms and @ 
basement suite of shops. Sponsor is Sir James Millar, 
the former Lord Provost of Edinburgh and promi- 
nent Scottish builder. It is hoped that building wil 
start in March, 1956. The project is expected to be 
completed in two years. 


Forfarshire.—Plans are to be prepared by their 
architects for new buildings at Montrose for the 
Glaxo Laboratories, Ltd., Cobden-st., Montrose. 


Glasgow.—Plans have been prepared for the Arch- 
diocese of Glasgow for new halls at the Castlemilk 
housing scheme. Architect: Thomas S. Cordiner (A), 
Blythswood-chbrs., West George-st., Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for extensions, 
alterations and additions for the Horne Engineering 
Co., Ltd., Pitt-st. Architects: Frank Burnet, Boston 
& James Bell (F&A), 180, Hope-st., Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for Alexander 
Stephen & Sons, Ltd., Linthouse Shipbuilding Yard, 
for extensions, etc., at Holmfauld-rd. Architects: 
Hugh Frazer & Partners, 3, Blairbeth-terr., Burnside, 
Rutherglen. 
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Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for Associated 
Metal Works (Glasgow), Ltd., for new commercial 
garage and other buildings at St. Andrew’s-sq., Salt- 
market. Architects: Will B. Wright & Kirkwood 
(F&A), 9, Woodside-pl., Glasgow. : 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for the Arch- 
diocese of Glasgow for new garage buildings at 
Bilsland-dr., Maryhill-rd. Architect: Thomas Cordiner 
(A), Blythswood-chbrs., West George-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans are to be prepared for new home 
for the aged at the Castlemilk housing site. Archi- 
tect: Archibald G. Jury (F), Housing Offices, Glasgow 
Cross, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans 
Scottish Co-operative 
alterations and additions at 
tect, Kenneth F. Masson (A), 
Kinning Park, Glasgow 

Kilmarnock.—Plans have been approved for the 
South-West of Scotland Electricity Board for the 
new sub-station extension to electricity station at 
Langlands-st. Architect: L. Harvey, 33, Portland-st., 
Kilmarnock. 


have been approved for the 
Wholesale Soc., Ltd., for 
Bogmore-rd. Archi- 
119, Paisley-rd., 
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Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


JULY 20. 

*+Birmingham City C.—Contract 504—i8 shops, 
17 flats and office accommodation, The Fordrough, 
West Heath; Contract 520—4 dwellings, Albert-rd., 
Aston; Contract 521—8 dwellings, Mount Pleasant, 
Bordesley. City A, Civic Centre. Dep. £2 2s. each 
contract. Tenders by Aug. 24. 

*+tGloucs. CC.—Erection of Gloucestershire Train- 


ing College of Domestic Science, Gloucester. County 
A, Shire Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
*{Mitcham BC.—Block of 9 flats, block of 4 


cottage flats and one terrace of 4 houses at Pitcairn- 
td. BE&S, Town Hall. Tenders by Aug. 20. 
JULY 21 
*iCroydon CBC.—Public 
arena, Albert-rd. BE. 
*tSurrey CC.—School meals kitchen and dining- 
room at Tolworth County Prim. Boys’ and Infants’ 
Sch. County A. 
*tWimbledon BC.—Garages, workshops and mess- 


lavatories at sports 


room at Open Spaces and Cemeteries Depot, 
Durnsford-rd. BE&S, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 22. 

*+Blackburn CBC.—New county prim. jun. sch. at 
Shadsworth. BE, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tWest Sussex CC.—Two-bay fire station at 
Storrington (Job No. 2446). County A, County Hall, 
Chichester 

JULY 23 


*tWest Bromwich CBC.—85 dwellings at Yew Tree 

estate. BE&S, Town Hall. 
JULY 25. 

*tIsle of Ely CC.—Police house at _ Benwick. 
County A, County Hall, March. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tPlymouth City C.—27 flats and maisonettes at 
Stoke-rd. City A., Seymour-rd. Dep. £3 3s. 

JULY 28. 

*tCarshalton UDC.—Changing accommodation at 
St. Helier sports arena. C, District Council Offices, 
The Grove. 

*Walthamstow BC.—Demolition of Old Technical 
College, Hoe-st. Boro’ A, E&S, Town Hall. 

JULY 29. 

**Darham CC.—(1) Family group home at Stanley, 
Sedgefield, Chester-le-Street and Stockton; (2) renewal 
of existing boiler plant at Hebburn Clegwell Mod. 
Sch.; (3) conversion of cycle shed into dining room 
at Stockton Tech. College; (4) approach road and 
tar paving of playground at Wearhead County Sch. 
County A, Court-la. f 

*Lincoln (Parts of Kesteven) CC.—{a) Alterations 
to lecture block at Kesteven Farm Institute, Cay- 
thorpe; (b) additional bedroom at The Lodge 
County A, County Offices, Sleaford. 

*tNorthampton BC.—Structural alterations, etc., 
at public baths. Boro’ A, Guildhall. Dep. £2 2s. 

*t+Portsmouth City C.—(a) Caretaker’s house, Hil- 
sea Tech. Sch.; (b) Café, Children’s Corner, Southsea 
Castle; (c) alterations to Chapel, Brougham-rd.; (d) 
118 houses, site 1, West Leigh. City A, 1, Western 
Parade. Dep. £1 each contract. 

JULY 30. 

Congleton BC.—Contract No. 2, 80 houses at Bug- 

lawton housing estate. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 31. 

*tBrentwood UDC.—Erection of new Council 

Offices at Ingrave-rd. C, Council Offices. 


_ FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
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Lanarkshire.—Plans have been prepared for the 
National Coal Board, Eglinton-cres., Edinburgh, for 
new boilerhouses and extensions to canteen at the 
Bodley Colliery, Glenboig. Architect: James Allan 
(F), 58, Palmerston-pl., Westend, Edinburgh. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been prepared for Sir W. 
Carmichael-Anstruther for alterations to houses at 
Pettimain, Carmichael. Architect: James S. Shannon 
(F), Firholm, Boghall-ave., Biggar. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been approved for Keir 
& Cawdor, Lid., 109, Hope-st., Glasgow, for new 
block of office buildings at Kirkintilloch-rd., Bishop- 
briggs. Architect: Alexander M. M. Patrick, 45, 
West George-st., Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been prepared for the 
Dykehead & Shotts Co-operative Soc., Ltd., for 
additions, alterations, etc., at Station-rd., Shotts. 
Architect: Kenneth F. Masson (A), Co-operative 
bldgs.. Paisley-rd., Kinning Park, Glasgow. 

Perthshire.—CC has had plans prepared and 
approved for additional classrooms and alterations 
to the junior secondary school at Cupar, Angus. 
County A: Ilan A. Moodie (F), County-bldgs., York- 
pl., Perth. 


” 





AUGUST 4. 

*Glasgow TC.—Several works in connection with 
housing scheme at Castlemilk. Architectural and 
Planning Dept., 20, Trongate, Glasgow, Cl. 

*Glasgow Corpn.—2 double and 4 single shops 
and 8 flats at Castlemilk, Unit 3, Tormusk-rd., Area 
R3. Architectural and Planning Dept., 20, Trongate, 
Glasgow, Cl 


AUGUST 5. 

*Luton BC.—Erection of 10 houses with site 
works on two sites at Farley Hill estate. BE, Town 
Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Smethwick CBC.—Garage, greenhouse and 
boiler-room at West Smethwick Park. BE&S, 
Council House. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 6. 


Saffron Walden RDC.—Erection of 8 bungalows 
at St. Mary’s-dr., Stansted Mountfitchet, Essex. C, 
Council Offices. 

AUGUST 8. 

Dartford BC.—Public conveniences in 
Park. BE&S. The Bridge House. 

*tEast Sussex CC.—Assembly hall and staff accom- 
=— at Rye Grammar School. County A, 

ewes. 


Central 
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AUGUST 16. 
*Tutbury RDC.—46 houses at Church-rd. site, 
Stretton. E&S, Council Offices, ‘* Kingsly,’’ 44, 
Rolleston-rd., Burton-on-Trent. Dep. £2 2s. 


AUGUST 23. 

*New Windsor RBC.—32 flats at Manor Farm-cl. 
BE, Kipling Memorial-bldg., Windsor. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 27. 

*Egham UDC.—Sports pavilion and public con- 
veniences at Englefield Green. E&S, Fire Station- 
bldgs., High-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 2. 

*Caernarvonshire CC.—Adaptation as home for 
aged at Caernarvon. Cty. A. Dep. £2 2s. 

NO DATE. 

*Croydon CBC.—Erection of 20 flats 
Addiscombe-rd./Morland-rd. Boro’ E 


at Lower 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


JULY 22. 

*+Blackburn CBC.—Heating 

assembly hall, staff rooms and 
BE, Town Hali. 


installation in new 
three classrooms. 


JULY 27. 
*Preston CBC.—Heating and water installation at 
Larches County Prim. Sch. extension. BE&S. Dep. 


an ede 
JULY 29. 
*tNorthampton CBC.—Reorganisation of heating, 
etc.. at Public Baths. Boro’ A, Guildhall. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
AUGUST 3. 
+Battersea MBC.—Supply and installation of heat- 
ing at Dagnall-st. housing scheme. H. Q. A. Reeves, 
AMIME, 15, Berners-st., Wl. Dep. £1 Is. Tenders 
to TC by September 2 
AUGUST 23. 
*New Windsor RBC.—Electrical installation to 32 
flats at Manor Farm-cl. BE. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


JULY 30. 

Bury St. Edmunds BC.—Construction of carriage- 
ways, footpaths and foul and surface water sewers 
(4,500 sq. yds. of asphalt surfaced concrete carriage- 
way; 1,300 lin. yds. of concrete kerbing; 850 lin. yds. 
of sewers). BE. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 8. 

Kearsley UDC.—Reconstruction of Prestolee Bridge 
over River Irwell. E&S. ; 

Lydney RDC.—Laying 4 miles of spun-iron pipe 
with screwed gland joints; rc reservoir, 780,000 gals. 
i . . M. Watson, MM.ICE, consulting en- 
gineers, 18, Queen Anne’s Gate, SW1. Dep. £10 10s. 

AUGUST 12. 

Cirencester RDC.—6,800 lin. yds. of concrete pipe 
and stoneware pipe sewers; 810 lin. yds. of spun-iron 
rising mains; two sewage pumping stations; and sewage 
disposal works. A. H. S. Waters & Ptnrs., engineers, 
25, TempleSrow, Birmingham, 2. Dep. £5 5s. 

AUGUST 15. 

South Molton BC.—Improvements to dam and 
spillway at Holywell reservoir nr. North Molton, 
Devon. Lemon and Blizard, consulting E, 1, Glen- 
side, College-ave., Plymouth. Dep. £4 4s. 

AUGUST 22. h ; 

Kingston-upon-Thames RBC.—Pumping station and 
3,000 yds. pumping main. John Taylor & Son, 
Artillery House, Artillery-row, Westminster, swl. 
Dep. £10. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Barking.—INFANTS’ ScHoot.—Essex CC has been 
granted loan sanction by MH&LG for erection of 
Thames View cty. infts.’ sch., £65,990. 

Bermondsey.—REDEVELOPMENT.—LCC Hsg. Com. 
propose the acquisition of about 8} acres of land in 
the Bermondsey comprehensive development area, in- 
cluding the Bermondsey Settlement building owned by 
the Methodist South London Mission. Among the 
more important proposals affecting this site will be 
the rebuilding of the Riverside primary school on an 
enlarged site, a new branch pos office and the pro- 
vision of approximately 115 dwellings. The estimated 
cost of acquisition ara clearance 13 £335,000. __ 

Bethnal Green.—CLEARANCE.—The acquisition, 
clearance and partial redevelopment of parts of the 
Chilton-st. areas and adjoining lands has been recom- 
mended by LCC Hsg: Com. The gross area is about 
5 acres and the estimated cost will be £175,000. 

Brentwood.—Loan SANCTION.—Essex CC received 
loan sanction from MH&LG for following scheme: 
Erection of Brentwood South boys’ cty. sec. sch. 
(£10,039). 

Chingford.—Loan Sanction.—Essex CC has re- 
ceived loan sanction from MH&LG for the following 
schemes: Purchase of property in Mount-rd. for use 
as day nursery (£5,705); erection of branch library 
at estimated cost £19,056; erection of fire station and 
flat, estimated cost £38,500. , 

City. —Orrices.—Plans for a ‘‘ skyscraper city ’’ on 
the bombed sites of Barbican-Aldersgate have been 
prepared by C. Edmund Wilford, ARIBA, 2, Green- 
st., Mayfair, W1, for Lewis Hammerson, head of the 
Hammerson group of property and investment com- 
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panies at Quadrex House, Park-la., W1. The site is 
that bounded by Barbican, Aldersgate, Jewin-st., and 
Red Cross-st. The proposals envisage a 27-storey 
main office block rising to 300 ft., with satellite 
blocks—one of 17 storeys, three of 14, one of nine, 
and a long three-storey buikting for individual offices 
and shops. Beneath almost the whole of the 5-acre 
site would be a vast underground car park for 500 
vehicles. Also planned are a restaurant, roof gardens 
and space for a skating-rink or similar sports area if 
desired. A tunnel with a booking hali would lead 
to Aldersgate Underground station. The various 
blocks have been sited to provide maximum light and 
a diversity of scale and height, and the total esti- 
mated cost of the scheme would probably be from 
£6 to £7 milion. 


Dagenham.—SECONDARY SCHOOL EXTENSIONS.— 
Essex CC received loan sanction froom MH&LG for 
extensions to King’s Wood cty. sec. sch., at estimated 
cost of £15,700; and the purchase of 22 acres of land 
as a site for Marks Gate cty. prim. and cty. sec. 
sch. (£18,320). . 


Deptford.—SitE CLeARANCE.—LCC UHsg. Com. 
recommend the acquisition, clearance and partial re- 
development of more than two acres in the Watson’s- 
St. areas and adjoining lands for housing purposes, at 
an estimated cost of £41,000. About 19 dwellings 
could be erected on the section zoned for housing 
purposes. 


Grays.—Po.icE Housrts.—Loan sanction received 
by Essex CC from MH&LG for the erection of four 
police houses at estimated cost £8,536. 


Hackney.—SitE ACQUISITION.—Proposals have been 
made by LCC Hsg. Com. for the acquisition of a 
site in Well-st. as an extension of the LCC’s Morning- 
side estate. This, together with adjoining lands 
already owned by the LCC, can be developed for 
housing purposes, and it may be possible to build 
about 30 dwellings on the total site. The acquisition 
of two sites south of Well-st. is also proposed. It is 
estimated that on redevelopment of these about 500 
dwellings could be erected, but LCC are to consider 
the practicability of combining redevelopment with 
rehabilitation on this site. 


Hackney.—HouseEs.—Proposals have been made by 
LCC Hsg. Com. to develop the Hassett-rd. site by 
the erection of nine houses and 18 maisonettes, at 
an estimated cost of £66,165. The scheme was pre- 
pared by LCC aarctitects’ department. Another 
scheme, prepared by the same architects, has been 
approved by LCC Hsg. Com. for the erection of 22 
maisonettes, 24 flats and four old people’s dwellings, 
with 15 garages, on 24 acres of land adjoining the 

C’s Morningside estate. The estimated cost of 
this scheme is £131,030. 


Hammersmith.—Houses.—A scheme has been pre- 
pared by LCC architects’ department for the develop- 
ment of the Bassant-rd. site, about 114 acres in 
extent, adjoining Plumstead Common, by the erection 
of 58 houses in seven two-storey terraces and 154 flats 
in six five-storey point blocks and three three-storey 
blocks, 20 garages, an estate workshop and yard. A 
site of about 14 acres is reserved for a primary school. 
The estimated cost of the development, including 
jayout, is £545,265. 

Hendon.—£xTENsIons.—TP approval given to pro- 
posals by the Tilley Lamp Co., Ltd., for the erection 
of a two-storey extension and the rebuilding of the 
existing two-storey block at their premises in Ajax- 
ave., NW9. 

Hendon.—MaIsonETTES.—Proposals have been 
made by J. J. Sanders. FVA, 4, Ravenshurst-ave., 
NW4, on behalf of S. E. Hurley for the erection of 
five maisonettes at the rear of Holders Hill-parade. 

Hendon.—InDusTRIAL BUILDING.—The erection of 
an industrial building for the National Cash Register 
Co., North Circular-rd.. NW2, has been given 
TP approval. The architects are J. Stanley Beard, 
Bennett and Wilkins, 101, Baker-st., W1 

Hornchurch.—Lisrary.—MH&LG has granted loan 
sanction to Essex CC for the erection of Harold Wood 
sub-branch library, at estimated cost of £22,065. 

Iiford.—Loan SaNnction.—MH&LG have given 
Essex CC loan sanction for the following schemes: 
Erection of Ilford Forest-rd. boys’ cty. sec. sch. 
(£9,671); acquisition of site in Barley-la. for proposed 
school and playing fields (£24,075); purchase of land 
for Longbridge-rd. community centre (£9,303). 

Islington.—AcguisiITIoN.—LCC have been recom- 
mended to acquire a half-acre site in Canidén-rd., 
which when cleared, is to be exchanged for a larger 
site in Camden-rd. for use as a one-acre extension of 
the LCC’s Hilldrop estate. 

Islington.—SiTtE ACQUISITION.—The acquisition and 
clearance for housing development of the site of 
industrial premises and adjoining property lying 
between Bingfield-st., Bemerton-st. and Story-st. has 
been proposed by LCC Hsg. Com., at an estimated 
cost of £19,250. The total area availabe for re- 
development will be about 2} acres. 

Lambeth.—AcguisitTIon.—LCC Hsg. Com. recom- 
mend the acquisition of a site of nearly one acre in 
Flaxman-rd. as an extension of the LCC’s Lilford 
estate, at an estimated cost of £5,200. 

Lambeth.—Primary ScHOOoL.—Approval has been 
given by LCC Ed. Com. to proposals for the erection 
of Trimty CE primary school with 240 places on a 
site being acquired in Upper Tulse Hill. The esti- 
mated cost will be £45,654. 

Lambeth.—ScHoot EquipMeNT Depot.—LCC Ed. 
Com. propose the erection of a new school equipment 
depot on the site of the former Frank Briant school, 
at a cost of abont £200,000. Special structural 
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problems are involved, and it is recommended that 
a consulting engineer be appointed for the scheme. 
Lewisham.—Houses.—LCC Hsg. Com. propose to 
develop a vacant site at Dowmham estate, Lewisham, 
by the provision of four two-storey terraces contain- 
ing a total of 23 houses, with 10 garages. The 
estimated cost of the scheme is £49,675, and the 
plans were prepared by LCC architects’ department. 
Romford.—Loan Sanction.—Essex CC_ received 
loan sanction for the following schemes: Erection of 
Hilldene-ave. branch library, estimated cost £22,000; 


erection of Haerofd Hill cty. sec./gram. sch., esti- * 


mated cost £18,043. 

St. Pancras.—WorkKsHop.—The erection of a re- 
hadilitation unit and sheltered workshop for handi- 
capped persons on a site adjacent to St. Pancras 
Hostel for Men, Holmes-rd., has been recommended 
by LCC Welfare Com., at an estimated cost of 
£24,872. There will be a large workshop with 
ancillary stores and offices, locker-room and sanitarv 
accommodation, and the pians have been prepared 
by LCC architects’ department. 

St. Pancras.—AREA OFFiceE.—LCC Hsg. Com. have 
approved plans prepared by LCC architects’ depart- 
ment for the erection of an area office, depot, store 
and workshops at Ossulston estate, at a_ total 
estimated cost of £20,600. 

Upminster.—Ciinic.—MH&LG has granted loan 
sanction of £10,768 to Essex CC for erection of 
health services clinjc in St. Mary’s-la. 

Walthamstow.—SECONDARY SCHOOL.—Essex CC 
given loan sanction of £177,373 for the erection of 
Folly-la. cty. sec. sch. 

Wanstead.—SeECONDARY ScHOOLS.—Loan sanction 
of £8,640 has been received by Essex CC for the 
erection of The Nightingale cty. sec. sch.; also £60600 
for purchase of land as site for Aldersbrook cty. sec. 
sch. 

Woolwich.—CLEARANCE.—The acquisition, clearance 
and partial redevelopment of about 14 acres in the 
Walpole-pl. area has been recommended for LCC’s 
approval at an estimated cost of £44,500. About 60 
dwellings can be erected on the lands. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Ashington.—Scheme for construction of new 
Essoldo cinema in Lintonville-ter. for Essotdo Circuit, 
Ltd., first proposed before war, has been revived. There 
will be accommodation for 2,000 people. It is likely 
to be some time before contracts decided. A, 
William Stockdale, 73, Howard-st., North Shields. 

Bristol.—Sodbury RDC to build up to 3,000 houses 
with new industries, shops, schools and other ameni- 
ties to assist Bristol to overcome problem of excess 
population. Area of about 35 acres north of Bad- 
minton-rd. and immediately to west of Bristol-Bir- 
mingham main line at Yate earmarked for industry. 

Consett.—UDC to build 40 houses at Moorside. 
Surveyor, E. Simpkin. 

Darlington.—TC received loan sanction for £16.780 
for improvements to schools, and £87,304 for erec- 
tion of first instalment of new tech. college. Loan 
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sanction sought for £110,228 for erection of 80 houses 
on Springfield and Branksome estates. 


Essex.—Loan sanction granted to CC by MH&LG 
for following schemes: Erection of Basildon Kings. 
wood cty. prim. sch. (£101,352); erection of hutments 
Harlow Potter-st. cty. prim. sch. (£13,800); temporary 
emergency accommodation of Harlow Netteswel] cty 
prim. sch. (£48,580); erection of hutments, Harlow 
The Spinney cty. prim. sch. (£13,800); three class. 
rooms and ancillary accommodation, Laindon Mark. 
hams Chase cty. prim. sch. (£10,000); temporary clags. 
rooms, Ockendon Kenningtons_cty. prim. gch 
(£10,000); erection of Basildon Fryerns community 
centre (£10,000); erection of Aveley cty. tech. sch 
(£12,861); erection of Basildon Woodlands boys’ ety, 
sec. sch. (£13,494); erection of Harlow Potter-st 
cty. sec./tech. sch. (£17,510); erection of Rayleigh 
Sweyne cty. sec./tech. sch. (£14,779); erection of 
Mid-Essex tech. college and sch. of art (£215,858): 
erection of Mid-Essex cty. tech. sch. (£222,010): 
erection of Colchester Shrub End cty. prim. sch. 
(£47,432); erection of Dunmow cty.  sech. sch, 
(£163,197;) erection of Great Wakering cty. sec, 
sch. (£90,816). erection of Harlow College for FE 
(£142,699). 


Jarrow.—Three shops and flats and four garages, 
Campbell Park, £10,000. BE. 


Liverpool.—Corporation Finance Com. to lease 42. 
acre site for building of new factory at Liverpool 
Kirby industrial estate for AC-Delkco Division of 
General Motors. Initial aim with approx. cost £2m., 
is factory of 250,000 sq. ft., capable of enlargement 
In easy stages. 


Middlesbrough.—Four prim. schs., two sec. schs. 
and coMege to be built in mext two years. Cost 
£650,000. 


Middlesbrough.—Garbutt, Archibald and Archibald, 
23, Albert-rd., A for proposed garage and show 
rooms in Bridge-st. for Neshams Garages, Ltd.— 
Tees-side Hosp. Management Com. approved in prin- 
ciple £350,000 scheme for building new accident wing 
at Middlesbrough Gen. Hosp. fP. H. Knighton, 
MBE, ARIBA, ‘‘ Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, Chief. A for Newcastle Reg. Hosp. Board. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. — Newcastle-on-Tyne Hosp, 
Board to start work next year on construction of new 
hospital at West Cumberland, first phase of large 
developments at Prudhoe and Monkton Hosp. 
(Northumberland); and additions to Middlesbrough 
Gen. Hosp.; new outpatient department at Royal 
Victoria Infirmary, Newcastle (not under authority 
of Hosp. Board) not expected to start until 1957, 
—Further additions costing £75,000 proposed to Percy 
Hedley Sch. for Spastic Children. Work expected to 
be compketed in 1959. M of £ will bear half cost and 
school authorities will raise remainder. Plans will 
be prepared by C. C. Brown, County A, County 
Hall, also school’s honorary A.—Municipal Bldgs. 
Com. re-submitted to City C. recommendation to 
appoint T. Barrett, Sons & Ptnrs., of London, as 
QS for proposed new Town Hall.—City Hsg. Com. 
received offer from investment trust to take over 
responsibility for providing shopping centres on 
various council housing estates. Report to be pre- 
pared. 

North Riding.—Cty. prim. sch., Calburn. Archi- 
tects, S. Morrison & Ptnrs., Almunds House, Belper- 
rd., Derby. 

Oxford.—Plans prepared by Howard Crane & 
Ptnrs., architects, 7, Buckingham Gate, London, 
SW1, for the erection of office block as European 
headquarters of A. C. Nielsen & Co., market research 
specialists, on site adjoining London-rd. in West 
Oxford. Construction will be mainly concrete frame 
with prefabricated welded reinforcement, to permit 
light open structure with long open rows of windows 
unbroken by heavy vertical supports. Cladding will 
be brick and local stone. 

Peterlee (Co. Durham).—Site chosen by Newcastle 
Hosp. Board, Benfield-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, for 
hospital at Peterlee been approved by MH&LG. 

Prudhoe (Northumberland).—MH&LG approved 
erection of 56-bed villa for women patients at Prudhoe 
and Monkton Hospital for Newcastle Hosp. Board. 
Plans by Board’s Chief A, Benfield-rd., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 

South Shields.—Sites approved for Baptist Church, 
Marsden-rd.; and Methodist Church in Highfield-rd. 

South Shields.—Final plans to be prepared for 
Mortimer-rd. Cty. Sec. Sch. for EC. Architects, 
Page, Son & Hill, 75, King-st., South Shields; and 
heating and electrical consultants, Cairns and Byles, 
8, Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Preliminary plans 
been approved for proposed -Biddick Hall Cty. Jun. 
Sch. A, J. Smeds, 29, King-st., South Shields. J. S. 
Glover, 13, Winchester-st., South Shields, QS. Rev. 
Zz Felton, 207, Sunderland-rd., South Shields, 
applied to TC for site in Highfield-rd. for Methodist 
Church.—North-Eastern Electricity Board, Dunning- 
st., Sunderland, to reconstruct service centre and 
build large garage in Fowler-st. Contracts under- 
stood to be undecided. Board prepared own plans. 

Sunderland.—TC approved £23,000 scheme for new 
premises for Pennywell Working Men’s Chub. Archi 
tect, J Angus, 21, Lovaine-pl., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. Corporation Highways Com. approved appli- 
cation to erect hotel in Barnes Park-rd. There will 
be 20 bedrooms. together with lounges, dining rooms, 
possibly banqueting rooms and 12 garages. | Applica- 
tion submitted by G. H. Plemper, Ltd., builders, St. 
Hilda’s Works, Old Chester-rd., Sunderland, of 
behalf of R. L. Porter.—TC to purchase additional 
land for construction of £60,000 service garage at 
Fulwell. Boro’ A, H. C. Bishop, Grange House, 
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gockton-rd. S. W. Milburn & Ptnrs., 9, Esplanade, 
A for proposed factory additions (31,000 sq. ft.) at 
Pallion factory of orn Electrical Industries, ‘Ltd. 
No contracts placed. Richardson Westgarth group of 
companies to spend £400,000 on developments at 
works of George Clark, Ltd., Southwick, and North- 
fastern Marine Engineering Co., Ltd., South Docks. 

Tynemouth.—Haswell & Son, 77, Tyne-st., North 
Shields, has prepared plans for developing southern 
portion of land at Broadway, near Silloth-place, for 
A, and E. Brannen, builders, Trevor-ter., North 
Shields CWS Architects’ Dept., 90, Westmorland- 
d., Newcastle-on-Tyne, prepared plans for extending 
pakery in Norham-rd. for North Tyneside Co-op. 
Bakeries, Ltd.—BE D. M. O’Herlihy, 16, Northum- 
perland-sq., North Shields, prepared plans for erect- 
ing 27 houses in Wallsend-rd. and Beadnell-ave.— 
TC to obtain tenders for building 22 terrace houses 
snd 14 semi-detached houses between Marina-rd. and 
Waterville-rd., and seven houses at rear of Silkey’s- 
j., North Shields.—T. B. Bilton & Sons, Ltd., en- 
ineers, Bell-st., North Shields, to purchase land for 
factory in Bird-st.—J. P. Neylon, builder, Whitley 
Bay, proposes houses in Sheringham-ave.—TC will 
obtain tenders shortly for first stage of plan, cost 
£750,000 for erection of multi-storey flats at East End 
of North Shields. Architects, Tasker and Child, 25, 
New Bridge-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. Qs, J. W 
Summers & Ptnrs., 33, Jesmond-rd., Newcastle.— 
Planning permission been given for proposed addi- 
tions to Dove Marine Lab. for Council of King’s 
College, Newcastle. Architects, W. B. Edwards & 
Ptors., Eldon-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Wallsend.—TC approved plans by W. H. Armfield 
& Co., Mitcham, Surrey, for proposed factory build- 
ing in Stephenson-st. for Tyne Timber and Veneers, 
Ltd.—Plans by G. Charlewood, 14, Neville-st., 
Newcastle, for new St. John’s Church in Station-rd. 
heen approved.—P. L. Browne, Son, and Harding, 
Pearl-bidgs., Northumberland-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
to prepare plans for adapting part of * Coach and 
Horses” Hotel into accommodation for council staff. 
_Northumberland CC to build infant schools in 
North-ter. and Denbigh-ave. County A, C. C 
Brown, County Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne.—TC to 
appoint architect to prepare plans for farm buildings 
north of Coast-rd. for F. E. Day.—BE, G. N. Teas- 
dale, to report on proposed erection of another 39 
old people’s bungalows. 

Wallsend.—Hsg. Com. considering construction of 
fourstorey blocks of flats, instead of eight-storey 
buildings as originally proposed. Mineral Valuer sug- 
gested four storeys should be limit. BE, G. N. Teas- 
dale. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

€ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
ments. 

Cardiff.—278 dwellings, Llanrumney, for City C. 
Surveyor, E. C. Roberts, MEng. Quantities by E. C. 
Roberts, MEng.:—Group 13 (102 dwellings): *Direct 
labour, City Hall, Cardiff, £148,692. Group 14 (96 
dwellings): no tender accepted. Group 15 (23 dwell- 
ings): *J. North & Sons, Cardiff, £33,735. Group 16 
(1 dwellings): *A. Porter & Co., Cardiff, £32,406. 
Group 17 (36 dwellings): *Direct labour, City Hall, 
Cardiff, £51,619. (AN the above tenders are subject 
to the approval of the Ministry of Housing & Local 
Government.) 

Carlisle.—Additions to bottling plant at the Old 
Brewery, Caldergate, for the State Management 
Scheme. Plans by Architects’ Dept., Home Office: 
‘John Laing & Sons, Dalston-rd., Carlisle. 


Depart- 


Carlisle.—210 houses, Morton, for City C. Sur- 
veyor, L. A. Stow, AMICE, MIMunE. Quan- 
tiies by Boro’ Surveyor: *John Twiname, Ltd., 


Brigham, Cockermouth, £246,596. 
tended to cover erection of 214 houses.) 
Crawley Dev. Corp.—839 dwellings, Southgate, 
East. Architect, H. S. Howgrave-Graham, ARIBA, 
AMTPY. Quantities by Gardiner & Theobald: *M. J. 
Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., Haredon House, 
London-rd., North Cheam, Surrey, £1,423,640. b 
Edinburgh.—New buildings for the Scottish Agri- 
cultural Industries, Ltd., at the Leith docks. Archi- 
tects, Basil Spence & Ptnrs. (F&A), 40, Moray-pl., 
Edinburgh. Consulting E, Kinnear & Gordon, 18, 
Rothesay-pl., Edinburgh: *W. & J. R. Watson, Ltd., 
31, Great King-st., Edinburgh. ’ ; 
Edinburgh.—New buildings for the United Wire 
Works, Ltd., at Broompark-ave., Granton.  Archi- 
tects, Cairns & Ford (F), 48, Melville-st., Westend, 
Edinburgh: *James Davies & Co., Ltd., White Hart 
Contracting Works, Dalkeith. ; 
Glasgow.—Howses and shops at Unit 13, Castle- 
milk housing scheme. Housing A, Archibald G. 
jury (F), Architectural & Planning Dept., The Tron- 
gate, Glasgow: *A. A. Stuart & Co., Ltd., 7, 
Fitzroy-pl., Gtasgow, £34,218. 

Gosforth. New Anglican Church, Brunton Park: 
*A.R. Robertson & Son, Park View, Blyth, £23,000. 
Great Ayton (Yorks).—Additions to the Friends 
School, Great Ayton. Architects, Spence & Price, 
26, St. Mary’s-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *F. Shepherd 
& Sons, York, £30,000. 

Haslingfield.—Erection of 27 houses. *Messrs. Ker- 
tidge (Cambridge), Ltd., £37,393. 
Lanarkshire.—Shops and six ftats at Cadder-rd., 
Bishopbriggs. Architect, Archibald G. Jury (F), 
Architectural & Planning Dept., The Trongate, 
Gasgow: *A. A. Stuart & Sons (Housing), Ltd., 7, 
Fitzroy-pl., Glasgow, £19,899. 


(Contract ex- 
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LCC.—Provision of pavilions at Wadham Lodge 
playing field, Walthamstow, Tenders for the work 
on either or both of two bases were invited from eight 
firms. Under basis A, but not under basis B, the 
contract would allow for fluctuations in wages and 
costs of materials. Eight tenders were received as 


follows:— 
John Mather (Builders), Basis A Basis B 

Ltd., Finsbury AS _ £22,270 12s. 
Douglas Grant & Ptnrs., 

Finsbury ne a — 21,602 
Organ & Co. (Barking), 

Ltd., Barking .. we 21,107 — 
J. & R. Roof, Ltd., West 

Ham 5 rs Me 20,979 21,229 
J. Jerram, Ltd., East 

Ham ~s i - 20,385 _- 
S. C. Grover, Ltd., West 

Ham a Ke ag 20,362 _- 
F. R. Hipperson & Son, 

Ltd., Dagenham aa 20,335 _ 
*R. J. Truscott, Ltd., West 

Ham 19,610 19,800 


The architect’s comparable estimates are £19,332 
on basis A and £19,498 on basis B. LCC have decided 
to accept the lowest tender on basis B. The revised 
estimated total liability is £20,574. 

LCC.—Acquisition and adaptation of Ditton-place, 
Balcombe, Sussex, for use as a special boarding 
school for 55 educationally sub-normal girls, the total 
estimated cost of adaptation, including fees, etc., 
being £39,856. 

Tenders for the work were invited from eight firms 
and five tenders were received as follows:— 


Walter Llewellyn & Sons, Ltd., 
Westminster . Ae . £47,810 
James Langley & Co., Ltd., 
Crawley, Sussex ce . 45,447 
oad and Taylor, Lid:, 
Horsham, Sussex yap .. 43,150 18s. 9d. 
Norman and Burt, Ltd., Burgess 
Hill, Sussex a ; vi, GSS 
tY. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., East 
Grinstead, Sussex 40,589 


The comparable estimate of Messrs. Pite, Son and 
Fairweather, the architects responsible for the scheme, 
is £40,197. The lowest tender exceeds by £6,102 the 
estimated cost of the works covered by the tender, 
but LCC have arranged for variations and economies 
to reduce the excess to £3,687. The excess is 
accounted for principally by a rise in the cost of 
labour and materials since the original estimate was 
prepared, by the difficulty of assessing the extra costs 
for builders’ incidental expenses due to the isolated 
nature of the site and by a general hardening of 
prices for adaptation works as compared with new 
building work. 

LCC.—Construction on the sites of The Elms and 
Bellevue, Watling estate, Hendon, of 36 one-room 
dwellings for old people in two single-storey and four 
two-storey blocks, together with five garages. Tender 
prices on basis A are subject to variations both in 
rates of wages and in cost of materials, and tender 
prices on basis B are subject to variations in respect 
of rates of wages only. Tenders were received from 
nine of the firms, as follows:— F 

Basis A_ Basis B 

G. Ward (Ealing), Ltd., Ealing.. £63,009 _ 

Whyatt (Builders), Ltd., Wands- 


worth yf ‘cs oe .. 61,926 _— 
Carlton Contractors, Ltd., Eltham 60,953 —- 
Perrys (Ealing), Ltd., Ealing 60,912 — 
J. Lawson & Co., Ltd., Acton.. _— 59,192 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), 

Ltd., North Cheam... .. 57,841 ~- 
S. G. & A. Agombar, Beckenham 57,370 -— 
W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, 

Westminster ia are 55,621 56,370 
*}. M. Hill & Sons, td., 

. Wembley .. ba aca ~« S32 54,997 
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The architect’s comparable estimate on basis A 
is £53,971, and LCC have accepted the lowest tender 
on that basis. The estimated cost of the work, in- 
cluding the laying out of gardens and incidental 
expenses, is £59,200, and the estimated net cost of 
each of the one-room dwellings is £1,459. 

(London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to the value 
of £500 or over for week ended July 9:— 

Building work: J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., 239, Vaux- 
hall Bridge-rd., SW1. Strengthening and repairs to 
runways: John Mowlem & Co., Ltd., 91, Ebury 
Bridge-rd., SW1; Walter G. Birch (Harrogate), Ltd., 
Montpellier House, Harrogate, Yorks. Sweeping, 
cleaning and resurfacing hangar aprons: The Neu- 
chatel Asphalte Co., Ltd., 58, Victoria-st., SW1. 
Supply and erection of fencing: Penfold Fencing and 
Engineering Co., Imperial Works, Balmoral-rd., Wat- 
ford. Aviation fuel installation: Rigg and Reming- 
ton, Ltd., Booth-rd., Colindale, NW9. Heating and 


hot water installation: Ashwell and Nesbit, Ltd., 
Barkby-rd., Leicester. Artificers’ work: Willcocks 
& Stephens, Ltd., Lower Polsham-rd., Paignton, 


Devon; F. Parkinson, Ltd., Mowbray-drive, Black- 
pool; Parker & Calvert, Ltd., Pine-st., Heywood, 
Lancs.; A. Schofield (Builders), Ltd., ** St. Bedes,” 
Alwick-rd., Hornsea, Yorks, 
(London (Admiralty).—Particulars 
over £1,000 in value:— 
Cumberland: hot water heating installation, David 
Thomson & Sons, Ltd., Newtown-rd., Carlisle. Pem- 
brokeshire : building work, Hussey, Egan & Pickmere, 
Lid., Main-st., Pembroke; foundations, Gibson & 
King, Ltd., Great North-rd., Milford Haven, Pembs. 
Devon: building work, J. W. Spencer, Ltd.. St. 
Lawrence Yard, North Hill, Plymouth; roof cover- 
ings, Ruberoid, Ltd., 1/19, New Oxford-st., WC1: 
foundations, John Garrett & Son, Ltd., Embankment- 
la, Prince Rock, Plymouth. Lancs: painting, 
Bolton’s (Preston), Ltd., 3, Park-rd., Preston, Lancs. 


London (Metropolitan Police).—Tenders for Metro- 
politan Police building works: 

Erection of 30 married quarters, 123/135, Lad- 
broke-rd., WII, Norman Sinclair, £80,775. External 
painting, Tower Bridge police station, A. Black & 
Son, £586. New chimney shaft, etc., Bow-st. 
magistrates’ court, C. Baines, £934. Internal re- 
decorations, Bethune-rd., N16, J. Thomas & Son, 
£504. External painting and repairs, Retreat-pl., 
Hackney, R. Woollaston & Co., £546. Amendments 
to drying areas, 8, Muswell Hill, N10, Websters, 
Ltd., £1,589. Erection of 3 flats, 25/27, Fordingley- 
rd., Paddington, Robert Hart & Son. Ltd., £8,639. 
Internal and external redecorations, Gipsy Hill old 
police station, A. Soden, Ltd., £710. Formation of 
new -boiler-house and stack, etc., nursing home, 
Grove Park, H. Randell & Son, £1,734. 


(London (MoW).—Contracts placed by Ministry of 
Works for week ended June 25:— 

Aberdeenshire: M. Ag., Fisheries & Food, rear 
of Clydesdale & North of Scotland Bank, Castle-st., 
Aberdeen, adaptations and alterations, J. Scott & 
Son (Aberdeen), Ltd., 483/5, Union-st., Aberdeen. 
Bedfordshire: College of Aeronautics, Cranfield, 
erection of 30 houses, Warton & Goodship, Ltd., 8 
& 8a, Union-st., Bedford. Cornwall: Coastguard 
Station, The Lizard, 2 new houses and alterations to 
existing houses, Noye Bros., Lady-st., Helston, Corn- 
wall. Essex: ERDE South Site, Waltham Abbey, 
erection of a fire station, John Laing & Son, Ltd., 
Mill Hill, NW7. Hampshire: Southbourne-ave., 
Blackfield, erection of an UAX, E. H. Burgess, Ltd., 
Augustine-rd., Northam, Southampton; Winton 
House, Basingstoke, new TRS in prefabricated hut 
and hardstanding drive in, Merrick Burrell & Ptnrs., 
Ltd., School Green, Shinfield, Berks. Lanarkshire: 
MERL, East Kilbride, adaptations and alterations to 
Hydraulics Laboratory, Speirs, Ltd., 1, Lynedoch-pl., 
Glasgow. Lancashire: ATE, Mill-st., Openshaw, 
Manchester, alterations, Edwin Marshall & Sons, 
Stamford Saw Mills, Cockbrook, Ashton-under-Lyne. 
Leicestershire: _M/Labour, Charles-st., Leicester, 
ingoing services for Medical Board, Edwin Fox & 
Co., Ltd., Evington-st., Leicester. London: Welbeck 
TE, Nottingham-pl., W1, alterations, adaptations and 
decorations, Dearsley & Carter, Ltd., 91-93, King-st., 
Hammersmith, W6; Royal Mint, Tower Hill, EC, 
internal decorations, J. W. Green (Painters), Ltd., 
171, Graham-rd., SW19. Middlesex: Palace of Engi- 
neering, Wembley, painting of roof trusses, Decora- 
tive Painting Contractors, Ltd., 179-183, Staines-rd., 
Hounslow; Public Records Office, Bourne-ave., 
Hayes, external and internal painting at building 50, 
Decorative Painting Contractors, Ltd., 179-183, 
Staines-rd., Hounslow. Suffolk: Hollesley Bay, erec- 
tion of 8 houses and site works, G. W. & H. O. 
Knights, 361, Foxhall-road, Ipswich. Surrey: 
FVRDE, Chertsey, erection of workshop extension, 
engineering test laboratory, etc., Lavender McMillan 
(Contractors), Ltd., 54, Cheam Common-rd., 
Worcester Park; 49, Sydenham-rd., Croydon, repairs, 
alterations and adaptations, J. Carmichael (Contrac- 
tors), Ltd., 331, Trinity-rd., SW18. Yorkshire: 

. E. Horton, Bank Top, Bradford, extensions, J 
Obank & Co., Ltd., Town-la., Idle, Bradford; post 
office, St. George’s-rd., Harrogate, internal and 
external painting, Hudson & White, Ltd., College-rd., 
Bradford. 

(London (MoW).—Contracts placed by Ministry of 
Works for week ended July 2:— 

Bedfordshire: Dunstable-rd., Luton, erection of 
HPO sorting office and garage, Sir Lindsay Parkinson 
& Co., Ltd., 171, Shaftesbury-av., WC2. Cambridge- 
shire: March, erection of new crown building, Derek 
Crouch (Contractors), Ltd., Station-chbrs., St. 
Leonards-st., Peterborough. Cardiganshire: MOS 
Aberporth, Cards and Pencader, ‘arms, various 


of contracts 
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works, Gee Walker & Slater, Ltd., Coychurch-rd., 


Bridgend. Cheshire: Duke-st., and John-st., Stock- 
port, erection of a crown building, P. Hamer, Ltd., 
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Park-st. Swinton Lancs. Hampshire: Southampton. 
st., Ringwood, adaptations and extensions, B. A. 
Ricketts & Sons, Curzon-rd., Bournemouth. Here- 
fordshire: PO site, Worcester-rd., Leominster, erec- 
tion of garage, workshop and store, Bayley Bros. 
(Hereford), Ltd., Cotterell-st., Hereford. London: 
Tavis House, 1/6, Tavistock-sq., WC1, alterations to 
Sth, 6th and 7th floors, S. G. Cobban & Co., Ltd., 
6/10, Birkbeck-rd., Ilford, Essex. Staffordshire : 
Cradley Heath, erection of ATE, T. W. Edwards 
(Audnam), Ltd., Stourbridge, Worcs. Warwickshire: 
CML Buildings, Gt. Charles-st., Birmingham, internal 
decorations, Whiteman Decorations, Ltd., 179, 
Gravelly-la., Birmingham, 23. 

(London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by War 
Department for week ended July 2:— 

Devonshire: roofing, Bitumen Industries (Contrac- 
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Maidenhead.—Pelham Court, Marlow-rd.—21 flats 
9 garages and 1 cycle store, for Watts Settlement 
Trust, 81, Church-rd., Ashford, Middx. Architects 
Alan Stubbs, LRIBA, 18, Lowndes-st., Lowndes-sq,. 
SWI: *J. M. Jones & Sons, Builders, Ltd., Maiden: 
head, £44,537. 

Melksham (Wilts).—Erection of 23 traditional ang 
22 Trusteel houses on the Lambourne Farm estate 
for UDC: *T. F. Brain & Co., Bath, £66,085. 

Middlesbrough.——Erection of new St. Chad's 
Church. Architect, S. E. Dykes Bower, MA, FRIBA 
FSA: *Norman Thompson, Ltd., Stonehouse-st., Lin. 
thorpe, Middlesbrough, £25,000. 

Middlesbrough.—New stores for House of Fraser: 
*Leslie & Co., Darlington. ; 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Extensions and showrooms for 
Moores Motors, Ltd., Westgate-rd.: *J. Gold & Son, 








tors), Ltd., Slough. Dorset: painting and decorating, Newcastle. Blood centre, General Hospital: *J, Laing 
T. H. Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., Exeter. Essex: build- & Son, Carlisle. Extensions and new showrooms. , 
ing work, Hutton (Builders), Ltd., Colchester. Callers, house furnishers, Northumberland: *H. Gili J 
Gloucestershire: roofing, C. H. Pearce & Sons (Con- & Nicholson, Newcastle. Hotel, Coast-rd. Archi. 
tractors), Ltd., Bristol. Hampshire: painting and tects, Marshall & Tweedy, Grainger House, Blackett. 
decorating, F. Labbett & Sons, Ltd., Nottingham. st., Newcastle: *J. Deuchar & Co., Ltd. 
Herefordshire: painting, N. S. Long, Ltd., Shrews- Norwich.—61 houses on the Heartsease Estate 
bury. London: miscellaneous, Ferris Bros, London; for CC: +tDirect Labour, £81,758. Six shops and 
electrical installations, The Freeman Electrical Co. six maisonettes on the Heartsease Estate for CC: 
(London), Ltd., London. Middlesex: painting and {Direct Labour, £18,428. 
decorating, C. E. Galpine & Sons, Ltd., Heston. Plymouth. — Erecting two shops for Millbay 
Nottinghamshire: miscellaneous, H. J. Warner, Ltd., Laundry Cleaning & Dyeing Co., Ltd., in Cornwall. TH 
Derby. Oxfordshire: building work, Y. J. Lovell st. Architect: Walls & Pearn, A/ARIBA, Halwell. [ 
& Son, Ltd., Gerrards Cross; waterproofing Romney st., Plymouth. Surveyor: H. S. Haughton & T 
huts, W. T. Pickering & Sons, Ltd., Watford. Partners, 14, Glenwood-rd., Mannamead, Plymouth, A 
Staffordshire: miscellaneous, W. Simkin, Ltd., *A. N. Coles (Contractors), Ltd., Sutton-rd,, 
Woodville. Stirlingshire: hutting, A. Headridge, Plymouth. co 
Ltd., Stirling. Yorkshire: building work, C. Chapleo Royton (Lancs).—54 houses and flats at Flake-lane: AA 
& Sons, Leyburn; flooring, Durastic, Ltd., Newcastle- {Walsh Bros., Oldham, £72,731. P 
on-Tyne; painting, W. T. Pickering & Sons, Ltd., Shetland.—Houses at Hayfield housing site at 
Stockton-on-Tees. Lerwick. Architect, J. Austen Bent (A), 15, IU 
Longbenton.—-Erection of three-storey office .block Palmerston-pl., Westend, Edinburgh: *William Frazer NE 
for the Northern (N&C) Coal Board. Newcastle. & Ptnrs., Ltd., Lerwick. J 
Plans by NCB Architects’ Dept., Ashfield Towers, South Shields.—Rebuilding premises in Empress-st, AI 
Gosforth: *Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd., for Craven Dairies, Ltd. Architect, G. E. Charle. ; 
Howdon-on-Tyne (work in hand). wood, 14, Neville-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *Carruthers a 
ee: ynse ats. fold housing ® Son, 1, Heugh-ter., South Shields. 
Py BC. Bons F’ Oliver, “AMICE, pot __ South Shields.—39 houses, Jesmond-ter., for the SW 
Quantities by Boro’ E: C. Miskin & Sons, Ltd., St. TC. Boro E,. John Reid, Town Hall: *William B 
Albans, Herts, £206,272; Seaward Bros., Ltd., Luton, Leech, Ltd., 2, Clayton-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, “A 
£199,487; Token Construction Co., Ltd., Wi, £50,127. 4 R 
£199.285: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Hammersmith- Tynemouth.—36 houses on the Monkstone estate, ; 
Grove, W6, £194.977. | Architect, A. S. Waring, 36, Jesmond-rd., Newcastle. CE 
: ; ite Y on-Tyne: *M. J. Liddell & Son, Ltd., 36, Great A 
North-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. EN 
Wallsend.—20 houses on the Sunholme estate: *J, B 
Miller & Co., Ltd., Swarland, Northumberland. BU 
Wallsend.—28 houses on the Low Willington Farm P 
yalled ig opal > > — *F, P. Dodsworth, co 
i eads-rd., itley Bay. . 
rill une , 
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